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Dear President Obama 
Vermont knows democracy. 

We call it Town Meeting. 

Earlier this month, 65 Vermont towns voted to get corporate 
money out of American elections. 

We are calling for a Constitutional Amendment to overturn 
the Supreme Court’s disastrous Citizens United decision, 

which allows corporations to spend unlimited money to 
influence elections. 

President Obama, thank you for joining the < 
overturn Citizens United. Stand strong with t 
achieve real reform that puts democracy back i 
the hands of the people. 






SAT 4/7 • 7PM 
FREE FAMILY SHOW! 

MASTERS 
OF MAYHEM 

Knock 'em down, drag 'em out, 
laugh till you cry slapstick 
sketch comedy. 


spruce Peak 

Performing 
Arts Center 

122 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VT 


Tickets 
On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 

802.760.4634 

SprucePeakArts.org 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 

7/14 RACHEL BARTON PINE 
8/10 CHRISTOPHER O’RILEY 


Available lunch & dinner. 


$10 gets you two tacos, rice and organic Irijoles. 
What's not to love? 

CQrtijQmt.com 

*80 DAtJK 8TRE2X STV 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 

The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(c)(3) not- (or- profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 


Canon 


THE SECOND CITY 


LAUGH OUT LOUD TOUR 


Chicago’s legendary comedy theatre The Second City will feature some of the 
best sketches, songs and improvisations from its forty-five plus year history. 
No topic or subject matter is off limits for The Second City. 


GMCAMERA.COM • 802-244-0883 

14 Sunset Drive, Waterbury Center, VT 

Off RT 1 00. across from the Cold Hollow Cider Mill 


- 14.3 MP 

- 3” LCD 

- 4X Optical Zoom 

- ISO 12800 
-1.5” CMOS 

Sensor 

- HDR 


IN STOCK 

$799" 









Meet: Cat Arnold 

BUSINESS MANAGER. BURLINGTON MITSUBISHI 


BE SOCIAL - JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new people 
and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


join our team! 


tTOJTOJOBS.COM 

infoiavtautoiobs.com _ 


LIKE/FAN/STALK US JOIN OUR E BLAST LIST 

sevendays.socialclub sevendaysvt.com 


I0L10W TH[ fill 

@7 dSocialCl ub 


TWINCITYSUBARU 
802 TOYOTA SCION 
BURUNGTON HYUNDAI 
BURUNGTON MITSUBISHI SUZUKI 


I couldn't sit at a desk 
all day. That's why I 
coached basketball at 
UVM for four years. 

I'm athletic, I'm 
competitive; that's my 
nature. If I want a raise, 
I sell more cars. That 
type of pay structure, 
given my work ethic, is 
very desirable. 

I find there's a real 
niche for women in 
the auto industry. We 
go against the stigma. 
People come into a 
dealership expecting 
some guy with a comb- 
over and a gold chain. 
But a female comes 
out and says, "Hi how 
are you?" it catches 
them a little off guard. 
Establishing a rapport 
with customers is 
essential for success. 
That comes naturally 
to us. 

77 



A portion of ticket sales proceeds wilt go tv 
benefit the Friends of North Country Hocke 


BUY YOUR 2012+13 PASS NOW 

AND LOCK IN THIS YEAR'S RATES* 


WORLD CUP HOCKEY COMES TO JAY PEAK 


-THE SNOW GUNS ARE 
FIRING AGAIN. 

Plenty of skiing and riding left this year. 


Ski the rest of this year for free and get tv 
Pump House Indoor Waterpark passes pi 
Adult, Senior or College pass deal. 


$419 


Call 802.988.261 1 or jaypeakresort 


ONLY 500 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD TO EACH G 

Purchase tickets online at jaypeakresort.com 


Watch Canada, Sweden, and Slovakia face off in a series of exhibition games at the Ice Haus as 
they prepare for the women's World Hockey Championship coming to Burlington in April. Plus, 
the crew from our very own North American Hockey Academy will be getting in on the action. 


530 GETS YOU ALL 
THREE GAMES. 

All games begin at 7pm. 


TUESDAY APRIL 3rd 

N AHA v Sweden 

$10/ticket 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 4th 

NAHAv Slovakia 

$1 0/ticket 

THURSDAY APRIL 5th 

Sweden v Canada 

$20/ticket| 


JAY ^ PEAK 
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COMPILER BY CATHY RE94ER& TYLER MACHADO 

130 Arrested at Vermont 
Yankee Protest 


T he Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant in Vernon 
turned 40 last week, and anti nuke activists marked 

More than 1000 protesters gathered at a Brattleboro 
parkand marched to the local offices of VY owners Entergy 
Corp, to oppose the plants continued operation: VY was 
supposed to have shut down after reaching the end of its 
40-year operating license. In fact the Vermont legisla- 
ture voted to close it but the federal Nuclear Regulatory 
>d the plant a 20-year extension. Sixty i 
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irently. 


out— more than 130 of them were arrested for 
attempting to trespass at Entergy's office build- 
ing. Among them was State Sen. Philip Baruth 
(D-Chittenden). Seven Days staff writer Paul Heintz 
spoke with Baruth after his arrest. In a post on Blurt 
the Seven Days staff blog Heintz writes that Baruth 
was charged with criminal trespass, and will have to 

Baruth told Heintzthat he felt civil disobedience 
was warranted in this case. "All of us In the legisla- 
ture took an oath of office that we would, above al I 
things, protect the health and safety of our constitu- 
ents and our state," he said. "And so It struck me as 
patently absurd to say that the federal government 
would say 'sit down and shut up' when it comes to 
safety. I, speaking for myself as one senator. I don't 
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at sevendaysvt.com/blurt 


facing 

facts 
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CORPS VALUES 


private military 

its first-ever 
LGBT Pride Week. 


bad grades for 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


determine the "Final Pour." 

:. 'Double Trouble?" By Seven Days Staff. 
Some Vermont "power couples" find 
conflicts of interest come with the territory. 

vaccinating their childien on "philosophical 
grounds." 

: "Kiss Good-Bye: No Apologies From 
Burlington's Departing Mayor" by Kevin 


5. "Gluten-Free Gosper by CorinHirsch. 
Chef Papi's baked goods are scrumptioi 
gluten-free treats. 


corruption rink: a 
D- from US. PIRG 
and a D* from the 
Center for Public 
Integrity. Summer 
school anyone? 
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NEW BOTANICAL 
THERAPY TREATMENT 
FOR THINNING HAIR 


Burlington 

802.658.6565 tl X] 
So. Burlington Essex Junction 

802.863,2273 802.878.4554 
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JOHN AND YOKO. RIGHT? 

Why does the cover of last week's issue 
[“Double Trouble?" March 21] bother 
me so much? Is it the sense of deja vu? 
Possibly. 

I immediately turn inside to check 
photo credits. Nice photo, Matthew 
Thorsen, as per usual Then I see the 
cover is "designed" by Diane Sullivan. 
OK, cute takeoff. I get it Am I die only 
one? Even the backdrop is the same color, 
for God's sake. But not even a reference 
to Annie Leibovitz's iconic December 
1980 photo of John and Yoko for Rolling 
Stone magazine? For shame. Unless I'm 
totally mistaken ... then, my bad. 

At least reference the homage, as I be- 
lieve the French say. Otherwise it's just 
plagiarism, isn't it? 

Jon Noyes 

MONTPELIER 

Editor's note: We debated whether to 
explain the cover reference. The less-is- 
more faction won out, but based on the 
reactions posted to our Facebook page, 
not everyone under 30 “got it." Thanks 
for giving us the opportunity to say: It 
was indeed a nod to Annie Leibovitz's 
photograph of John Lennon and Yoko Ono 
— one of the most iconic "couple” shots of 
all time, reworked as a “power couple," 
which was the subject of our cover story. 
The story headline, "Double Trouble?" 
was a play on Double Fantasy, Lennon 

TIM NEWCOMB 


and Ono’s last album together. Even the 
Seven Days logo was slightly Rolling 
Ston e-ified. Not explaining cultural ref- 
erences is certainly not plagiarism. Nor 
does it qualify as copyright infringement 
or intellectual property theft. An homage 
is an homage. 


SOLAR FAIR? 

Paul Heintz’s article [“SunCommon 
Conflict? How VPIRG’s Solar Spinoff 
Company Went From Org to Inc,” 
March 14] wishes it was scathing, but 
comes up short of an expose. Instead, it 
conveys that the audior is clearly angry, 
while nobody else had anything particu- 
larly condemning to say, and rightly so. 
As one of die 99 percent, I’ll confess it 
can be difficult to remember that all cor- 
porations are not evil. That said, I think 
very highly of ethical local companies 
like the Intervale Center and Efficiency 
Vermont. It should not be shocking that 
mission- driven people who work at non- 
profits would start mission-driven busi- 
nesses. I respect SunCommon for sepa- 
rating from VPIRG to create a friendly 
but clear distinction between the two 
organizations. The folks at SunCommon 
are, in fact, resident Vermonters — our 
neighbors. They came up with a great 
idea and raised the money to do it, and 
1 say, “Good for them!" Thank you for 
making solar so accessible! We need 
to make huge changes in Vermont’s 
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electricity profile, and diese folks will 
most certainly be a part of the solu- 
tion. Why dirow diem under the bus? 
I'm curious about what motivated this 
reporter. 

Anne Watson 

MONTPELIER 


NONPROFIT PREFERRED 

Alas, dieconsumer and the environment 
lose on this one [“SunCommon Conflict? 
How VPIRG's Solar Spinoff Company 
Went From Org to Inc.," March 14]. 
Folks like me who need help figuring 
out die process of installing affordable 
residendal Solar PV and solar hot water 
need help from a nonprofit who is there 
for us. We do not need another for-profit 
company. 

VPRIG’s community-organizing 
model to design and install residen- 
tial solar projects by grouping people 
in communities and shepherding us 
through the process was brilliant and 
absolutely needed. Why, oh why, did 
they kill the golden goose? 

I, for one, will not pursue home pho- 
tovoltaics for now. Is any odier Vermont 
nonprofit willing to step up to die plate 
on this one? 

Miriam Boehm 

HINESBURG 


VPIRG RESPONDS 

Paul Heintz set out to manufacture a 
scandal [“SunCommon Conflict? How 
VPIRG's Solar Spinoff Company Went 
From Oig to Inc." March 14], but to 
those who kno w anything about VPIRG, 
it will come as no surprise diat we sup- 
port the development of renewable 
energy in Vermont 

We're proud of our 40-year history of 
research, organizing, litigttion and advo- 
cacy as we've fought to end die state's re- 
liance on Vermont Yankee and dirty fossil 
fuels and promote energy efficiency and 
the growth of local renewable resources 
like wind and solar power. 

One of our chief goals is to make it 
easy and affordable for people to weath- 
erize dieir homes and install clean gen- 
erating capacity like solar panels. As we 
have in the past we continue to support 
policies and incentives to encourage 
people to make these kinds of smart 
energy choices. 

But we’ve also found that innovative 
policies sometimes aren't enough. So 
we came up with a new way to make 
solar simple. As part of this program, 
we evaluated equipment vetted in- 
stallers, secured low-interest financing 
and engaged in a massive campaign 
of grassroots organizing to promote 


solar energy. In just one example of 
the program’s success, we helped more 
than 75 families in Montpelier go solar 
in just four months. In the previous 10 
years, only 13 Montpelier families had 
installed solar hot-water systems. 

We had similar success everywhere 
we went. But in order to reach as many 
consumers as possible, we decided that 
our solar organizing program needed 
to leave the auspices of VPIRG. Four of 
our staff then provided a foundation for 
what is now the solar energy company 
SunCommon. 

Reasonable people may suggest dial 
we had no business trying to make it 
easier to go solar. We think these criti- 
cal times demand responsible new ap- 
proaches, but we’ll also listen carefully 
to any concerns that our actions have 
raised. At the same time it’s important 
to note that Heintz's article contained 
significant errors and innuendo. For 
more information on that please visit 
vpitg.org/7dresponse. 

Paul Bums 

MONTPELIER 


Bums is the executive director of VPIRG. 


LOCATION. LOCATION, 

LOCATION 

I'm in favor of wind power, but why do 
we have to ruin our pristine ridgelines 
[“Blow Hard,” March 14]? I live in a 
semi-urban area and feel wind turbines 
would fit better close to Burlington 
than way out in our rural areas. I’m an 
amateur landscape photographer and 
hate to see our beautiful state ruined by 
these eyesores. Burlington International 
Airport lias plenty of flat space but only 
one turbine. Plenty of turbines could 
be placed there that wouldn't interfere 
with air traffic. Along 1-89, there are ex- 
isting wind turbines. Why not add some 
more at those locations? 

Jim Tompkins 

COLCHESTER 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

. be 250 words or fewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content ; 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• SevenDays P.O.Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


March 

Mayhem 

SALE! 2 T c 3 h i 

Dozens 
of wines 

up to 50% off 


Cheese 

blow-out 

as low as $1.99 


990 Deals 

Chips. Tabouli. 
Cookies. Crab Cake 
Mix. Clievre. Pasta 
Sauces, etc. etc! 


Come one come all, 
you cannot miss 

March Mayhem!! 





C heese tr_\der S! 
WINE SELLERS 

1186 Willi st on Kd., So. Burlington IT 05403 

(Hext to the Alpine Slop I 

802.863.0143 

Open 7 day. lOaa-Tpm 


Red square 

** /.RAMA n'UAUA/ 


WED 3/28 LET EYE JUMP 7PM 
DKRE810PM 

THU 3/29 OLD SOUL 7PM 

DJA-DOO 10PM / D) CRE8 10PM 
FRI 3/30 ACOUSTIC BLAME 5PM 
THE WOEDOOGIES 8PM 
DJ MIXXX 9PM 
DJ CRAM MITCHEU 11PM 
SAT 3/31 PERRY NUNN SPM 
DJ RAUL 6PM 
JAPHY RYDER SPM 
DJ JONNY P 10PM 0)4000 11PM 
MON 4/2 INDUSTRY NIGHT WITH ROBBIE J. 
TUE 43 SUPER K SPM ' CRAIG MITCHEU 10PM 


ISC. CHUTCh Sf • tfS9-Jf909 

re<[scLoarcVfxot*i 




FLYMNTi\ 


REGIONAL BOX OFFICE 

in person: 1 53 Main St., Burlington 
by phone: 802-86-FLYNN, v/relay • online: www.flynntix.org 


JUST ANNOUNCED AND ON SALE 

5/5 SAT rte napoleon 201 2 (5/56/9) @ OH Center for the Dromofit Arts 
5/10 THU Broodwoy Notional lout: Disney's 'Beauty and the Beosf @ Flynn MdrtStoge 
5/11 FM Spebcfcst Cabaret (5/11-25) @ Contois Audtorium, Buiington City Hoi 
5/13 SUN The Hormoncus Mi. Handel' with the Onono Singersond Wlbn Metcalfe, conductor 
@ The Colhedrol Church of St Ibul 

5/1 8 FRI In Evening of Pro Wrestling @ Wrbur Lynch AMddle School. Amsterdam. NY 

5/18 FRI -Youthful Passion ond Fantasy' with Matthew Monvwnen. piano @ The Colhedrol Clinch of St Poul 

5/19 SAT Bello Voce Vtomen's Choius (5/19-20) @ First Baptist Church 

6/10 SUN 'An Altaian Idyll" with Gol Archer, orgon @ Ihc Colhedrol Cluch of St. Paul 

6/14 THU John Josperse: ‘Fort Blossom de wired)' (6/14-15)® FlyntSpoce 

6/21 THU dog Ngr. -ffapshots of the Suburts* (6/21-221® FlynnSpoce 

6/24 SUN Wil Patton Ensemble @ Grand hie Loire House. Grand Isle 

7/15 SUN Banjo Dm ond the Mid-nile Plowboys @ Grand Isle Lake House. Grand Isle 

7/16 MON 'Old World, New World' @ Soil! tod's Ccthediol 

7/19 THU The legendary Monohoin Picsslot ond The Ariel Quortct @ Chompfdn Cringe Audrtoitum 
7/22 SUN tormort Cheesemokei's Festival® The Coach Bom at Shetiume Forms. Shelburne 
7/29 SUN Bbegmss Gospel Project @ Grand Isle lake House, Grand Isle 
8/25 SAT Yong Boo Pbno Recital @ North Hero Community Hall, North Hero 
10/2 TUE An Acoustic Evening with Ben Harpec @ Flynn MoinSloge 


APRIL 201 2 

4/1 SUN Peggy Seeget® FlynnSpoce 

4/1 SUN The Moccoheots ® UVM Ira alien Chrpel 

4/3 TUE Community Cinemo: 'Hel ond Bock Again- @ FlynnSpoce 

4/4 WED Heimeto Pcscoal and Group® Flynn Mo'nStoge 

4/5 THU Terry Adams ©FlynnSpoce 

4/12 THU Lyric Thaler 'Bionic the Musical' (4/12-15)® Flynn MoinSloge 

4/13 FRI lunoFesl (Reception ond Films) @ Mom Street Landing Film House 

4/13 FRI Ifermont Youth Orchestra @ (ley-long Music Center, Saint Michael's Colloge, Colchester 

4/13 FRI Vassiy Primakov ® UVM Recital Hoi 

4/14 SAT Phish Food 1 5th Annrversary Cowbell World Record Ringer @ Ben S Jerry's Church Sheet Scoop Slop 
4/1 5 SUN Soaed Donees d Tibet @ Chanploin College Alumni Auditorium 

4/1 5 SUN "Songs d Ecstasy- with Counlerpoirt aid Nothoniel G. Lew. conductor @ Ihe Cathedral Church d St. Pouf 

4/18 WED Vermin Stage Company: 'As You Lie If (4/1 8-22, 4/2529) @ flymSpoce 

4/20 FRI A f hrte to B1 Monroe @ F lyim MoinStoge 

4/20 FRI Les Amies @ UVM Recital Hoi 

4/21 SAT Buriinglon Choral Sociely ® Ira Alen Ctapel UVM 

4/21 SAT Cheech ond Chong: "Gel it Legor @ Memorial Auditorium 

4/21 SAT SpringFest 201 2 featuring Souhe with DHon Franc's B Sloe Lons @ Chittenden Buckhom Wis Green, 

4/22 SUN AlrrtnAfeyAmeriion Donee Theater® Flynn MoinSloge 
4/26 THU Joan Rirets with Joson Lorber opening @ Flynn MoinSloge 
4/27 FRI PObio Ziegler Trio® UVM Redtol Hal 
4/28 SAT Evwythng Equine® Champlain Vtaley Exposition, Essex Junchan 
4/28 SAT Hosin' Around @ Champlain Valey Exposition. Essex Junction 
4/28 SAT Vermort Symphony Orchestic: 'Mcstcrworks 5" ® Flynn MohSloge 
4/29 SUN Fomly Matinee: "AUoro's Beautiful Ooughtes' ® Flynn MoinSloge 


Northern Vermont's primary source of tickets 
for performing arts and summer festivals 



Some Good Things Never Change: 
SAME LOW PRICE AS LAST SPRING 

Adult $449 | Youth $159 | Senior $269 


Short Drive + Longer Ski Day = More Value 

• 30 minutes from Burlington or Montpelier 

• Ride or Ski Into the Sunset. Bolton has Night 
Skiing and Riding until 8 p.m. Wed - Sat 


Tke such k<*s set- oh gunct-ke* season. We’<* 
like Vo ext-eH<A kuge THANK YOU t-e 
frP elA v leyg»l segiSon pguss koUe»S Vo 
everyone wko ckoSe Vo ski **n<A viAe gut- Rcl Von 
Vgd'ey t-kis ye«'. WVul'e we neV geV wuck 
ke'f frow Kgt-kev NwiVwrc t-kis segison, vke 
f< *ssion of our 'ey**' st '« vs ^ /uAe,s Veflr " S 

vueVlu/guVeA fgwguvA w gogul of providing yo* 
u«it-k vke best- skiing g»n<A rising experience 
possible- We look forwoirA Vo seeing you for 
Vke 2012.-ZO t? segison! 


Bolton Valley 

VevtMOv\f. N<?vfiAv<?01y. 


boltonvalley.com | 1.877.9BOLTON 
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lJ|_ \ 1 Very^nt Federal 

CREDIT UNION presents &Pv 



GET YOUR FIXE! 


RESTAURANT WEEK IS BACK FOR A THIRD COURSE: 

APRIL 27-MAY 4. YUM! 

For the latest dish, find us on Facebook and follow 
our blog: vermontrestaurantweek.com. 




During Vermont Restaurant Week 
participating locations offer inventive 
3-course, prix-fixe dinners for only 
$15, $25 or $35 per person 
or lunch for $10 or less! 


Special events include: 
the Sweet Start Smackdown, 
Culinary Pub Quiz, a Foodie Flick, 
abeer cocktail tasting and a salon 
featuring author Barry Estabrook. 
Delicious details coming soon! 


Vermont Foodbank 


iDuino! (Dnende) * 

3 Squares Cafe 
A Single Pebble 
Restaurant 
Alice's Table * 
American Flatbread 
Burlington Hearth 
Arvad's Grill & Pub 
August First * 

Bar Antidote 
Barkeaters Restaurant 
The Bearded Frog 



Big Picture Theater 
&Cafe 

The Black Door* 
Black Sheep Bistro 
Blue Paddle Bistro 
Bluebird Tavern 
The Bobcat Cafe & 
Brewery 
Cafe Provence 
Caroline's Fine Dining 
Charlie's Rotisserie 
and Grill* 

Church & Main 


City Market/ 

Onion River Co-op 
Clean Slate Cafe* 
Connie's Kitchen * 
Cosmic Bakery & Cale * 
The Daily Planet 

The East Side 
Restaurant & Pub * 

El Cortijo Taqueria 
y Cantina* 

El Gato Cantina* 

Farah's Place* 

The Farmhouse Tap 
& Grill 

Frida's Taqueria 
and Grill 

Harrington House * 

Hen of the Wood at 
the Grist Mill 
Hourglass at the Stowe 
Mountain Lodge * 
Junior's Italian 
Kismet 

The Kitchen Table Bistro 


La Villa Bistro & Pizzeria 
Lago Trattoria * 

Le Belvedere * 

Leunig’s Bistro & Cafe 
The Mad Taco 
(Montpelier* 

& Waitsfleld) 

Mexicali Grill & Cantina 
Michael's on the Hill 
Monty's Old BrickTavem 
Morgan's Pub & Grill at 
The Three Stallion Inn 


Morgan 
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diddle bury Ini: 


One Federal Restaurant 
& Lounge 
Our House Bistro 
Pauline’s Restaurant 
&Cafe 

Pulcinella’s* 

Pie in the Sky* 

Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge 

Positive Pie 2 
The Reservoir 


The Red Clover Inn 
& Restaurant * 

Ri Ra Irish Pub* 

Salt 

The Scuffer Steak & Ale 
House* 

Shanty on the Shore 
Starry Night Cafe 
Steeple Market 
Sweet waters 
Texas Roadhouse * 
Three Penny Taproom 
Three Tomatoes* 
(Burlington, Rutland, 
Williston) 

Toscano Cafe/Bistro 
Tourterelle 
Trader Duke’s 
Two Brothers Tavern 
Union Jack’s 
The Village Cup* 
Windjammer Restaurant 
& Upper Deck Pub 
Wooden Spoon Bistro * 
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LOOKING FORWARD 


THURSDAY 29 

Don't Knock 
the Rock 

"That there’s nothing else out there much 
like Foxy Shazam right now should be 
assessedas both a blessing and a curse. 1 * 
writes music webzine Drowned in Sound. 
But really, few bands coulddeliver the 
same manner of over-the-top glam rock. 
The Cincinnati crewbringsa dose of camf 
to the Higher Grou nd Showcase Lounge c 
Thursday. 


MUST SEE. MUST4P0 THt&WEEK 

COMPILED BY CAROLYN FOX 


SATURDAY 31 _. 

Sweet Relief 

Rockabilly refrains can’t cure V- V 
cancer, but — in the case of the Cabin 
Fever Reliever — they can’t hurt either. 

than S100.000 for the Vermont Cancer 
Patient Support Program over the years. 
Bill Kirchen and the Starline Rhythm Boys 
headline a rip-roaring dance party thatll 
add to that sum. 


55S 


SATURDAY 31 

Strange Fruit 


Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark: Far more 
controversial than opening-date wrinkles, 
Mike Dalsey’s The Agony and the Ecstasy 
of Steve Jobs — a darklyfunny account 
of where our Apple products come from — 


MONDAY 2 

Speak Easy 

Studio Place Arts’ 
'Storytime' exhibit use 
paintings, sculpture 
and photography to 


ONGOING 

Lucky 

Number 

Algorithms and art 
may not mix in a typi- 
cal classroom, but they 
probably would if UCLA 
professor Casey Reas 
had anything to say 
about it. The software 
artist uses mathematic 


honesty in storytelling. See the monologue 
for yourself — and stick around forthe Q&A. 


impulse to tell tales. 
Swing by on Monday, 
and youl I get to explore 
the concept in real time, 
too. Hosted byextempo. 
Tell Off: Tournament 


WEDNESDAY 4 & 

THURSDAY 5 f / ) 

In America V-*' 

Part theater, part investigative reporting, 
American Records’ Reentry draws on in- 
terviews with military veterans to capture 
the funny and tragi c moments of com ing 


at the BCA Center 
through April 28. Cool 
calculations, indeed. 


original words - and ab- 
solutely no note cards. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING 


fearless docudrama translates "what its 
like to be sitting on a balcony back home 
in San Dlegoand subconsciously scanning 
for snipers." says ABC News. 

SEE STORY ON PAGE ZO AND 

CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE SO . 


CALENOAR 


MUSIC. 


5 

1 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by andybromage 



APRIL 

5 , 6 , 7 & 14 
TICKETS AND 
MORE INFO AT 
VTBOB.COM 


CEDAR WOOD 

NATURAL HEALTH CENTER 



Join Cedar Wood Natural 
Health Center for their 

ANNUAL 
OPEN HOUSE! 

Saturday, March 31st 
11 AM to 4PM 


Dr. Suzy Harris, Dr. Michelle Sabourin, 
Dr. Shauna Lee and 
Staff Nutritionists: 

Complimentary Holistic 
Health Screenings 
Dr. Mary Spicer: 

Water Purification Consultation 


Valerie Pallotta: 

eSCENTial Aromatherapy 
Consultations 


Goodie bags with valuable samples 
and coupons for the first 30 guests. 

door prizes every 20 minutes. 
Admission is free and organic snacks 
provided by Healthy Living Market. 


Cedar Wood Natrural Health Center 
431 Pine Street, Maltex Building 
Burlington ■ 



Gone to Pot 


F or a few fleeting hours last week, 
marijuana decriminalization 
was the tolte of the town in 
Montpelier. 

But like a spliff in an overcrowded 
dorm room, a push in the state Senate 
to lessen the penalties for pot posses- 
sion quickly went up in smoke. And the 
reason why is a mystery. The senators 
who brought "decrim” to the floor sny 
they were given the green light by Senate 
leadership to proceed — and were sur- 
prised that their motion was snuffed out. 

It all started when two senators — 
philip baruth (D-Chittenden) and joe 
benning (R-Caledonia) - sought to 
amend a bill with language diat would 
make possession of less than one ounce 
of pot a civil penalty comparable to a 
speeding ticket Benning suggested $100 

Benning, a trial attorney, recounted 
a story on the Senate floor about being 
arrested as a teenager when New Jersey 
cops busted his band practice and 
found a buddy’s hash pipe — and how 
that nearly screwed up his legal career. 
Benning's point was that prosecuting 
people for small amounts of weed not 
only wastes time and money, it creates 
a criminal record that can stay with 
people for their rest of their lives. 

“My intent is not to have people run- 
ning out to smoke a joint,” said Benning, 
adding that he didn’t toke as a teen and 
still doesn't today. “My intent is to begin 
the conversation to have an intelligent 
discussion on die war on drugs.” 

Benning and Baruth did start a 
conversation - but it didn't last very 
long Their amendment was trumped 
by a “substitute amendment” offered 
by Sen. dick sears (D -Bennington) diat 
would have kept pot possession a crime 
but removed jail as a potential penalty. 
Instead, violators would be fined $500 
for the first offense and $750 for a second 

Before either proposal could be voted 
on, Sen. tim ashe (D/P-Chittenden) made 
a “motion to lie” — essentially a hold 
button that tables a piece of legislation 
indefinitely - after saying the issue 
needed more study. 

Talk about a buzzkill. 

In the press coverage that followed, 
some senators blasted Baruth and 
Benning for circumventing the com- 
mittee process to bring the legislation 
directly to die floor. Sen. dicx mazza 
(D-Colchester/Grand Isle) told die 


Barre-Montpelier Times Argus that 
bringing up such big legislation at two 
o’clock on a Friday was “bad timing.” 
Ashe told the paper, “It's outrageous to 
bring it up without any notice to mem- 
bers of die Senate." 

But Benning and Baruth say Senate 
leaders were fully aware die amend- 
ment was coming. Benning says that 
Sears actually suggested the bill diat 
could be amended with decriminaliza- 
tion language. Benning says he provided 
a draft of it several days before die vote 


MY INTENT IS NOT 
TO HAVE PEOPLE 

RUNNING OUT 
TO SMOKE 
A JOINT. 

SEN. JOE BENNING 


to ashley grant, aide to Senate President 
Pro Tem john Campbell. 

“I interpreted [Sears' invitation] as 
getting a green light to go for decrimi- 
nalization,” Benning says. “I don’t know 
if Dick was actually thinking the same 
thing, but that's the way diat I took it 
and I ran with it.” 

Barudi adds, “The idea that we 
flouted die committee system or we 
didn't let leadership know is simply not 

Gov. peter shumlin backs decriminal- 
izing pot, but House Speaker shap smith 
(D- Morristown) has blocked it from 
coming before die House. 

Now a puff of smoke is rising from 
the ashes. On Tuesday, Benning, Baruth, 
Ashe and Sears cut a deal to send the 
marijuana decrim question to a summer 
study committee. The Misdemeanor 
Sentencing Review Committee is 
tasked with studying decriminalizing 
marijuana — a law in 13 states, including 
Maine, Massachusetts and New York 
— and report back to the legislature by 
November 15. 

Often, summer study committees 
are where controversial legislation goes 


to die. But Benning, who will sit on the 
panel, is optimistic it will at least “keep 
die ball railing” on decriminalization. 

For his part, Baruth is confident the 
bill will pass eventually. 

“It’s like Whac-A-Mole for people 
who oppose it,” he says. “It’s going to 
come up every session, multiple times a 
session, until we pass it" 

Howard Dean: 

Sorrell Will Win 

Gov. Peter Shumlin made headlines — 
and raised eyebrows — at a news confer- 
ence last month when he declined to 
endorse Attorney General bill sorrell 
for reelection. Widi Sorrell catching 
heat over a string of court losses — and 
now facing a challenge from within the 
Democratic Party — die gov told report- 
ers, “There are other people seeking 
those offices" and said he wouldn’t pick 
his favorite until after Labor Day. 

“Other people” turned out to be 
Chittenden County State’s Attorney 
tj. donovan, a Democrat who will face 
Sorrell in a primary this summer. Shap 
Smith hasn't ruled out making it a three- 
way race. He said he'll announce his 
plans tills week. 

Is Shumlin’s non-endorsement a sign 
that establishment Democrats are aban- 
doning Sorrell? The scuttlebutt around 
Montpelier is that party elders are lean- 
ing on the eight-term AG to hang it up 
and retire. But at least one party bigwig 
has leapt to Sorrell's defense. 

Former governor Howard dean. 
Sorrell's most reliable and high-profile 
ally, tells Fair Game he is “all in for Bill” 

“I'm going to campaign for him. I’m 
going to raise money for him," Dean 
says by phone from New Haven, Conn , 
where he is teaching at Yale. “I don’t see 
any reason to change horses." 

Dean and Sorrell are diick as thieves. 
Not surprisingly, the former gov is stand- 
ing by his man. 

Dean credits Sorrell’s late mother, 
former Burlington lawmaker Esther 
hartigan sorrell with recruiting him to 
run for office and launching his political 
career. When he was governor. Dean 
made Sorrell his secretary of adminis- 
tration. Dean sought to appoint Sorrell 
chief justice of the Vermont Supreme 
Court. When that plan was scutded, the 
gov instead appointed the sitting attor- 
ney general — Jeffrey amestoy — to the 
bench and made Sorrell AG. 

Fueling Sorrrell’s electoral 
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competition are several high-profile 
court losses during his tenure — namely, 
the Vermont Yankee case, a pharma- 
ceutical data-mining case and a cam- 
paign-finance law overturned by the 
U.S. Supreme Court In defending his 
record, Dean says Sorrell lost because 
“the legislature went out on a limb" in 
crafting those laws in die first place. 

"I signed that campaign- finance bill, 
and I told the legislature at 
the time they would lose if 
it went to court,” Dean says. I, M n 
“But they wanted to push 
the envelope. In the case of 
campaign -finance reform, it was well 
known that was a long shot. I hardly 
think you can blame the lawyer for 
losing the case.” 

Dean was less emphadc about the 
Vermont Yankee and data-mining cases 
because he was not involved in them 
personally. But he did defend Sorrell's 
decision to appeal the Yankee ruling. 
“The judge made a mistake, and he 
should appeal that," the former gov says. 

Dean says Donovan called him the 
night before he entered the race to give 
him a courtesy heads up. While saying 
he’d prefer diere not be a Democratic 
primary, Dean says, "People have a right 
to run for office." 

He ended the short call with a pre- 
diction about Sorrell: “I think he'll win.” 

The Race Is On 

The Burlington mayor's race is over, but 
the race for city council president is get- 
ting interesting. 

With anew council to be sworn in on 
April 2 — and current council president 
bll keogh (D-Ward 5) retiring - the 
bully pulpit, er, president's chair is up 
for grabs. Two women are vying for it 
Councilor joan shannon (D-Ward 5) and 
karen paul (I-Ward 6). Councilor bram 
kranichfeld (D-Ward 2) was pursuing 
the presidency, too, but withdrew him- 
self from consideration. 

Democrats will have seven seats on 
the 14- member council in the new term. 
One of diem is Councilor dave hartnett 
(D-Ward 4), who rarely caucuses with 
the Dems and managed Republican kurt 
wright's mayoral campaign. 

Even if Shannon can marshal all 
seven D votes, she'll still need one 
Republican, Progressive or independent 
vote to be elected prez. Shannon tells 
Fair Game she doesn't have it locked up 
yet but she’s meeting this week with the 


three Prog councilors — vince brennan, 
max tract and rachel siegel and also 
with Councilor sharon bushor (I -Ward 
1) to seek their support. 

At Monday's city council meeting, 
one councilor predicted privately to 
Fair Game that the presidential vote 
would be a 7-7 tie. 

Shannon floated her name as poten- 
tial council prez last year, but dropped 
it because she was thinking 
about a mayoral run. “And 
M i ■ I was told nobody wanted 
EBasH anybody who might run for 
mayor to be council presi- 
dent,” she says. 

Paul couldn't be reached for com- 
ment on Tuesday. 

The Democrat-led council has been 
an adversarial, sometimes confronta- 
tional, force during the final term of 
Progressive Mayor bob kiss, particularly 
over the Burlington Telecom debacle. 
Some councilors this year made a cam- 
paign issue of it: They spoke of a need 
to tone down the partisan rhetoric, put 
aside differences and get stuff done. 

Regardless of who wins the presi- 
dency, Democrats will have a control- 
ling plurality on the council after 
Monday. The big difference between 
the two “candidates” might be her 
deference to the mayor. Shannon is a 
strong supporter of Mayor-elect miro 
weinberger; Paul stayed neutral during 
the campaign. 

With a Dem at the head of the table, 
would the council go easier on their 
new mayor? 

“I’m ready for a fresh start" says 
Councilor ed Adrian (D-Ward 1), borrow- 
ing Weinberger's well-worn campaign 
slogan. “But that doesn’t mean that vig- 
orous oversight of the government goes 
by the wayside." © 

(Disclosure: Tim Ashe is the domes- 
tic partner of Seven Days publisher and 
coeditor paula routly). 


H Listen to Andy Tuesday morni ngs at 
8:40 a.m. on WVMT 620 AM. 


Follow Andy on Twitter; 
twitter.com/Andy Bromage. 



rsjSencl Andy an old-fashioned email; 
BiWandy ©sevendaysvt.com. 
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local matters 


In Hot Water? Chloramine Controversy 
Bubbles Up in Grand Isle 


§ 


K 

2 
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S ix years ago, die Champlain 
Water District became the 
first in Vermont to introduce 
a water-treatment additive — 
monochloramine, aka chloramine — to 
the water supplies of 68,000 Chittenden 
County homes. 

South Burlington resident Ellen 
Powell and several hundred of her 
neighbors declared war, claiming the 
chemical disinfectant was responsible 
for a host of their respiratory, skin and 
digestive problems. 

Powell now uses 35 gallons of 
spring water every month to wash her 
face, brush her 
teeth, even cook. 

She showers at 
the YMCA in 
Burlington, where 
chlorine — not 
chloramine — is still the water depart- 
ment's disinfectant of choice. 

So far, no other local municipality lias 
made die switch - but that could soon 
change, as small local water systems 
struggle to meet increasingly stringent 
quality standards from the Environment 
Protection Agency. 

The next big water fight could be in 
the Champlain Islands, where the Grand 
Isle Consolidated Water District is 
weighing chloramine as a possible addi- 
tion to its treatment facility. Water treat- 
ment and health department experts call 
the disinfectant a safe and economical 
alternative to chlorine. 

But there was no mention of the 
chemical in a recent $400,000 bond vote 
that passed on February 15, according to 
Dick Dreves, chairman of the board of 
commissioners for the GICWD. That's 
partly because water district officials 
aren’t sure they're going to use chlora- 
mine yet - and partly because the topic 
has generated so much heated debate in 
the past. 

“We realize it's a very politically 
sensitive issue,” Dreves says, noting 
the Vermont Department of Health has 
advised against public mention of the 
chemical. "Because of that, we're very 
sensitive about how we’re going to an- 
nounce this.” 

A flurry of emails on the subject 
obtained in a public records request by 
Vermonters for a Clean Environment 
suggests state officials don't agree on 




whether omitting the word "chlo- 
ramine" from the discussion was 
proper. Department of Environmental 
Conservation commissioner David 
Mears was referencing the Vermont 
Department of Health when he wrote 
about the "possibility that our two de- 
partments are taking a different stance 
on an issue relating to how much 
information about monochloramine 
should be shared with the residents of 
Grand Isle before they vote on a bond 
for improvements to the public water 
supply." 

Mears continued, “While we support 
the use of monochloramine ... we do not 
want to be party to a process that with- 
holds information that we know, from 
experience, may be of importance to 
some residents." 

Department of Health radiologi- 
cal and toxicological sciences program 


chief BiD Irwin — whose advice was 
referenced in an email Dreves sent to 
Christine Thompson, director of tile 
drinking water and groundwater protec- 
tion division — now says he did not steer 
the town away from transparency and 
regrets if anyone at the water district 
misunderstood his intention. 

GICWD isn’t breaking any laws by 
tabling die chloramine discussion for 
the time being. A 2008 Vermont law 
requires water districts to hold infor- 
mational meetings before changing 
water disinfectants — but so far, GICWD 
hasn't submitted a permitting request 
to make any changes, and Dreves says it 
isn’t clear yet whether chloramine will 
be a necessity. 

Whether it is or not, changes of one 
kind or another are inevitably coming 
down the pike for GICWD and up to 
15 oilier water treatment facilities in 


Vermont that are 
struggling to meet 
certain water qual- 
ity benchmarks set 
by theEPA. 

Why? Although 
it has been used 
in drinking-water 
disinfection for 

tury, chlorine has 
its downsides. The 
biggest is that the 
chemical reacts 
with tiny bits of 
organic material 
in surface water to 
create what scien- 
tists call disinfec- 
tion byproducts, 
or DBPs. Among 
die most troubling 
DBPs are trihalo- 
methanes and halo- 
acetic acids, which 
are known car- 
cinogens. Drinking 
chlorinated water 
has been linked to 
a slightly elevated 
risk of bladder 

productive health 
problems. 

That's why, in 
1998, the EPA cut 
back on the allowable amount of DBPs in 
drinking water. In the first of a two-stage 
approach, the EPA required water treat- 
ment facilities to monitor DBP levels 
and determine a running annual average 
across die system. The second stage — 
which goes into effect next year — will 
require those facilities to pinpoint hot 
spots in their systems, eliminating die 
opportunity to smooth out trouble spots 
by reporting only system-wide averages. 

Grand Isle Consolidated Water 
District is already out of compliance on 
DBP levels, which leaves Dreves, and of- 
ficials atother water treatment facilities, 
searching for alternatives. 

Chloramine, which is already used to 
treat drinking water for an estimated 80 
million Americans, is a relatively cheap 
fix. By contrast, an activated carbon 
filter - one alternative to chloramine 
for bringing down DBPs - would cost 





GOT A NEWS TIP? NEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


about 10 times as much per year as 
chloramine, according to DEC engineer 
Greg Bos lock. 

Despite Powell's protests, officials 
consider chloramine a success in the 
Champlain Water District — the one 
Vermont system that’s adopted it. 
Trihalomethane and haloacetic acid 
levels have dropped off by more than 
50 percent since the system phased in 
the new disinfectant in 2006. 

CWD is the largest water district in 
the state - and not especially big by 
national standards. Still, says general 
manager Jim Fay, the EPA doesn't grant 
exceptions to water 
quality standards based 
on the size of facilities. 

That leaves many of 
Vermont's smaller water 
treatment facilities 
struggling to achieve 
compliance. 

Given CWD’s suc- 
cess, and the constraints 
of small water systems, 

Ray Solomon expects 
more areas to make the 
switch. An environmen- 
tal scientist with the 
DEC, Solomon says die 
key will be careful moni- 
toring to make sure ev- 
erything goes smoothly. 

As for the strange 
reported health symp- 
toms, Solomon says this: “Any time 
you have an oxidant in water” — such 
as chloramine - "there's a certain po- 
tential there for a bad reaction from a 
certain segment of the population.” 

That’s also true of chlorine, he adds. 
“There's trade-offs in everything.” 

For Powell, those trade-offs weren’t 
acceptable. She says her eyes burned 
in the shower. Her stomach ached. Her 
dog got sick after drinking tap water. 
She heard from about 300 other CWD 
users who were experiencing similar 
symptoms. Of those, about 65 dem- 
onstrated cause-and-effect evidence: 
When they stopped using CWD water, 
their symptoms vanished. 

In the end, Powell says her com- 
plaints, and those of residents like her, 
didn't matter. 

“We hit a wall,” she says in a 
weary tone. “It was so depressing. 


We’d worked so hard, but we were up 
against the EPA and the state health 
department" 

Chloramine's proponents in 
Vermont don’t deny the validity of 
these residents' symptoms, nor does 
the EPA. In a 2008 letter to then 
DEC commissioner Laura Pelosi, an 
EPA regional administrator wrote 
that the agency empathizes with suf- 
fering residents, and “acknowledges 
that there may be sensitive individu- 
als within any community who may 
react to any number of environmental 
exposures." 

Meanwhile, state 
toxicologist Sarah Vose 
says it is incredibly dif- 
ficult to correlate the 
reported symptoms 
with tap water. Vose 
points to a physician 
study from 2008 in 
which only two of 80 
surveyed physicians 
thought die symptoms 
described might be at- 
tributable to patients' 
drinking water. Vose 
admits there hasn’t 
been a large-scale epi- 
demiological study on 
chloramine, but says 
that's because current 
circumstances haven't 
warranted further 

investigation. 

That leaves concerned citizens 
like Powell in something of a Catch- 
22 when it comes to chloramine, she 
says. While the EPA and Department 
of Health rely on physicians’ expertise 
to understand public health risks, 
those same physicians have no epi- 
demiological or public health studies 
on which to base their diagnoses. For 
that reason, Powell never saw a doctor 
about her symptoms: She simply 
switched to spring water. 

“Don’t bother going to the doctor," 
a defeated Powell says, in direct 
contradiction to advice offered by 
the Department of Health and water 
treatment experts. “If you bring up, 
'I think it’s the tap water,' they just 
laugh at you." ...Who would ever think 
it was your drinking water doing that 
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local matters 


Occupy Burlington Considers Its Next Moves — 
and a Presidential Protest 
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F our months after 
a shooting death 
brought an end to 
its encampment 
in City Hall Park, Occupy 
Burlington is striving to 
reassert its relevance and 
regain its momentum, 
starting with a March 
30 protest coinciding 
with President Obama's 
fundraising stopover in 
Vermont. 

The local movement 
might eventually attempt 
a reoccupation of a 
public space, organizers 
say. “That’s a question 
being discussed as a 
strategic option, with a 
variety of opinions being 
expressed,” says Thomas 
Grace, a regular at Occupy 
Burlington's general 
assemblies. One possibility, 
adds activist FaRied 
Munarsyah, is a series of “pop-up 
occupations” that could occur for a night 
or two at locations around the state. 

Might that include Burlington itself? 
The answer could depend on how 
relations develop with Mayor-elect Miro 
Weinberger, whom many occupiers 
regard with skepticism. 

Whileit didn'tgointo full hibernation, 
Occupy Burlington hit the snooze button 
after the park eviction and the onset of 
winter. Marching slowed and organizers 
moved die weekly public meetings 
indoors. 

Concerns about Occupy's diminished 
public presence were voiced — 
passionately at times — at a March 18 
general assembly held in die basement of 
the Unitarian Universalist church. About 
25 participants seated on metal folding 
chairs debated for about half of the two- 
hour meeting on whether to move die 
assembly to City Hall Park on a sunny. 


THIS IS A FUNDRAISING PR EVENT FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

THEY DON’T WANT IT TO LOOK UKE A POUCE STATE. 


70-degree Sunday afternoon. Six younger 
occupiers eventually stormed out of the 
assembly in frustration and anger at die 
group's inability to reach consensus in 
favor of the outdoors option. 

“This movement is about visibility," 
one of them declared prior to leaving. 
“It's about occupying something. An 
outdoors presence is telling people we’re 
back.” If the move to the park doesn't 
occur, she added, “we might as well call 
this the Burlington Activism Club." 

The protracted haggling highlighted 
the unique character of a leaderless 
movement diat requires virtual unanimity 
among all present before making a 
decision. Point-by-point paralysis is one 
possible outcome, but to many occupiers 
dint’s an acceptable hazard for a political 
experiment that's focused almost as much 
on process as on protest. 

“This is a horizontal movement 
that resists [alignment with] political 
parties," oft-quoted organizer Jonadian 
Leavitt said during a break from the 
general assembly that was held March 25 


in the Battery Park band shell. “Through 
it, we’re having a conversation we 
wouldn't have otherwise. We’re building 
a community, not just a movement” 

Former City Hall Park camper 
Brad Hardey, who had been listening 
to Leavitt, added, “The community 
aspect is what makes us different from 
an autocratic group like the Tea Party, 
which is funded and manipulated for 
somebody’s gain. We're definitely not 
drawing in the dollars." 

Definitely not, indeed. A report 
delivered at die end of the most recent 
assembly indicated that Occupy 
Burlington has about $1300 on deposit 
in a local credit union. The group owes 
the UU church $675 in rent for use of its 
meeting space. 

“Drawing in a new generation of 
activists” and “building connections 
across a broad spectrum” qualify, 
in Leavitt’s view, as two of Occupy 
Burlington's chief achievements. 

About 25 people and two dogs were 
present at various points of last Sunday’s 


assembly on a chilly, cloudy 
afternoon in Battery Park. 
Another half dozen mainly 
older individuals might 
have attended, but there 
was last-minute confusion 
concerning the meeting’s 
location, with some who 
had gadiered at the UU 
church deciding not to 
make die trek down Pearl 
Street The average age of 
those present in Battery 
Park appeared to be mid- 
thirties, and a half-hour 
into the session, 17 men and 
five women were standing 
in the assembly's circle 
formation. 

In dieir discussions 
of tactics and future 
actions, Occupiers are 
clearly worried about 
the potential for heavy- 
handed responses from 
politicians and police who 
are growing increasingly intolerant of 
militant protests. More than paranoia 
and melodrama are at play. Mention is 
often made of the new law, signed by 
Obama, that permits indefinite detention 
of any American the government 
suspects of involvement in “terrorism.” 
Proposals for criminalizing some forms 
of nonviolent dissent are currently being 
discussed in Congress. 

Burlington attorney Sandy Baird, 
invited to speak at die March 18 general 
assembly, warned diat the indefinite- 
detention law could bring about 
outcomes similar to the "disappearances" 
that authorities wrought in the cases of 
thousands of activists in Latin America 
in the 1970s and '80s. “They’re going to 
limit our liberties as much as possible," 
Baird said in regard to the Obama 
administration and state policing 
agencies. On the odier hand, she noted 
reassuringly, “this is still Vermont” 

Most of those speaking at the 
March 25 assembly about the planned 
“Occubama" demonstration at the 
corner of Spear Street and Williston 
Road suggested there will probably be 
no problems with police. “I don't expect 
a crackdown,” Hardey said. “This is a 
fundraising PR event for die president 
and they don’t want it to look like a 
police state." About 120 Facebook users 
have already expressed dieir intention 
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EXCERPTS FROM BLURT 


Breaking Dad: Author 
Brings Talk On Meth- 
Addicted Son to Vermont 

BY KEN PICARD 

Beautiful Boy. David Shcff's 2008 
No. 1 New York Times best seller 
about his son NIC’s rapid descent 

no less gripping because you know 
what’s coming. Nic. an exceedingly 
bright, athletic and creative boy. 
starts drinking and smoking pot as 
a northern California preteen and 
soon moves on to harder stuff before 
discovering his drug of choice: 
crystal meth. 

What unfolds over the ensuing 
300-plus pagesof Shcff's compelling 
and heart-wrenching memoir is all- 
too-familiar terrain to the families 
of addicts. But the book, which is 
unsparing in its honesty, also offers 
tremendous hope to those who 
assume there’s no road back. 

Sheffbased this bookon a February 
2005 article he wrote for the New York 
Times Magazine called “My Addicted 
Son." Since the publication of 
Beautiful Boy. Nic Shcff has published 
two books of his own about his meth 
habit: Tweak and We All Fall Down. 

Sheff 56, will be in Vermont next 



week at the invitation of documentary 
filmmaker Bess O’Brien, whose latest 
project addresses prescription opiate 
abuse in St. Albans. He’ll be speaking 
at Burlington's City Hall Auditorium 
on Thursday, April 5, at 7 p.m. 

Following Sheff’s talk, he'll take 
part in an open panel discussion with 
St. Albans pediatrician Fred Holmes 
and two recovering prescription-pill 
addicts. 

Seven Days interviewed Sheff by 
phone at his California home. See 
Blurt for the complete Q&A. 


nE/* 


To read Lhe full 
stories, go to 

sevendaysvt.com. 


to join die March 30 protest, which 
will focus on Obama's economic and 
security policies as well as his recent 
approval of a portion of the potentially 
climate-altering Keystone Pipeline. 

There’s no doubt that Occupy 
Burlington, like its 
counterparts in many other 
cities, continues to enjoy at 
least the sympathy, if not the 
full endorsement, of many 
who comprise the 99 percent. That was 
made manifest in a Town Meeting Day 
advisory referendum in which about 78 
percent of Burlington voters supported 
the adoption of policies aimed at 
narrowing the disparity of wealth in 
the United States between the richest 1 
percent and everybody else. 

Perhaps ironically, many supporters 
of Occupy Burlington did not initially 
endorse the wording of the referendum 
that had been drafted by Ward 3 
Progressive City Councilor Emma 
Mulvaney-Stanak. “It had no teeth," 
Munarsyah commented on die sidelines 


of last Sunday's assembly. “It was a feel- 
good proposal widi no action attached 

Economic inequality is not some 
distant or general problem to be 
addressed by Vermonters solely as a 
matter of solidarity, Leavitt 
notes. "The material 
conditions in Vermont that 
gave rise to Occupy here 
haven't changed," he says. 
“The income of the top 1 percent of 
Vermonters has tripled since 1970." 
Moreover, Leavitt adds, die University 
of New Hampshire's Carsey Institute 
reported in 2007 that, over the previous 
15 years, Vermont experienced the 
second-fastest rate of increase in 
income inequality among all 50 states. 
Connecticut ranked first. 

“Whether or not there’s an actual 
occupation, it's incumbent on elected 
leaders to do something about this 
inequality and about Vermonters’ right 
to health care, education and affordable 
housing,” Leavitt says. © 
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local matters 


About Dam Time: A Senate Bill Would Open 
the Floodgates to Vermont Small Hydro 



§ m a state whose economy 

“ was built upon gristmills and 

"! sawmills, Vermont has made 

o ■ little new use of its rivers to 
S power its burgeoning renewable-energy 
8 revolution. 

“It's glacial," says Lori Barg of the 
^ movementtotapVermont’sexistingdams 
5 for small-scale hydroelectric power. “I 

2 call hydro the forgotten stepchild of the 
~ renewable-energy movement.” 

“ A hydroelectric developer and 
^ consultant, Barg has spent years fighting 
for regulatory approval of two hydro 
w projects on the West River in Jamaica 
< and Townshend that together would 
z power 3000 Vermont homes. The 
| projects, which make use of existing 
flood-control dams, received a favorable 
environmental assessment from federal 
regulators in December — but final 
g approval is far from certain. 

5 “If anybody told me two beautiful, 
5 low-impact projects like this would take 

3 five years, I would have been surprised," 
^ Barg says. “These are die kinds of 


projects we should be jumpingall over.” 

Barg and fellow hydro proponents 
hope a bill that passed the Vermont 
Senate last week will help streamline 
what they describe as an onerous 
regulatory process. The legislation 
authorizes the state to engage in a 
pilot program with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission to expedite 
the approval of up to 20 small-hydro 
installations. 

“The FERC process is aimed at 
much larger projects. It's for die big 
stuff, like the Wilder Dam,” says Sen. 
Dick McCormack (D -Windsor), who 
supported the bill when it came before 
the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. “In fact, the same 
level of environmental review and 
environmental protection could be 
ach ieved with a somewhat less expensive, 
less time-consuming process." 

The legislation, which is headed for 
the Vermont House, is based upon a 
similar agreement reached by FERC and 
the state of Colorado in August 2010. 


I CALL HYDRO 
THE FORGOTTEN 
STEPCHILD 

OF THE RENEWABLE-ENERGY 
MOVEMENT 

LORI BARG 

According to Francisco Flores-Espino, 
who runs die program within the 
Colorado Governor's Energy Office, just 
24 small-hydro projects were approved 
in that state during the 30 years prior to 
its agreement with FERC. hi the year and 
a half since the Colorado pilot program 
was implemented, however, 10 projects 
are on track for approval 

“One of the main reasons why 
developers were not moving ahead with 
projects was diey perceived die process 


was far too complex," Flores-Espino says. 
“I think developers are more confident 
going through the FERC process now.” 

By empowering one state office to 
prescreen potential projects and weed 
out unrealistic or environmentally 
detrimental ones, Colorado is able to 
deliver higher-quality applications to 
FERC. In exchange, federal regulators 
agree to waive die first two stages 
of consultation, which can be time 
consuming. According to Flores-Espino, 
that process reduced die approval time 
from as many as two years to fewer than 
six months. 

FERC spokeswoman Celeste Miller 
agrees that the arrangement with 
Colorado has been a success, saying 
the process "resulted in more complete 
applications for small-hydro projects,” 
which, she says, helps expedite the 
process. Miller said FERC would be open 
to working with Vermont — or any other 
state that expresses interest in such an 
agreement. 

“What seems 


to be the case 


Colorado, and we hope would be the 
case here, is it would promote the 
development of these low-impact 
projects and perhaps filter out other 
projects that, while small, are not low 
impact,” says Brian Fitzgerald, the 
stream flow protection coordinator for 
Vermont's Agency of Natural Resources. 

Fitzgerald’s agency is currently 
charged with issuing water-quality 
certificates to potential hydro projects. 
If the pending legislation passed, ANR 
would work with the state’s Department 
ofPubHc Service to negotiate 
the exact terms of 
agreement with federal 
regulators. 

“I think it’s a good 
opportunity to see if diere are some 
good, small projects out there, and if 
there are, to give them some help to get 
through the process," Fitzgerald says. 
“But it's going to be up to die developers 
to identify these and bring them 
forward, and we’re not going to be out 
there trying to drum up business.” 

It’s an open question as to how many 
hydro projects are environmentally and 
economically feasible in Vermont 

Kim Greenwood, the water program 
director at the Vermont Natural 
Resources Council, believes it’s a short 
list Her organization, which typically 
fights new dams and large-scale 
hydro, has not taken a position on the 
legislation. 

“It’s great if it does [work] in a way 
that doesn't add new dams and new 
impact, but I’m just not that hopeful that 
the potential exists in Vermont," she says. 
“Wejustall really want this to work, but I 
just don't diink it's going to happen.” 

According to DPS and ANR reports, 
11 percent of Vermont’s current power 
supply already comes from roughly 
80 existing in-state hydroelectric 
stations. That doesn't include eight 
TransCanada-owned facilities on the 
Connecticut River — technically in 
neighboring New Hampshire — or the 
30 percent of the state’s power supply 
piped in from Hydro-Quebec’s massive 
facilities north of the border. 

Even Barg admits, “The cherries 
have been picked.” 

A number of studies conducted in 
recent years has come up with wildly 
divergent estimates of how much 
undeveloped hydro potential exists 
in die state. One pie-in-the-sky U.S. 
Department of Energy report came 
up widi 1201 potential sites — but that 
relied purely on physical data and 
included many undammed locations. 
The most conservative of the studies 
— conducted by ANR and eliminating 


breached and other unsuitable dams - 
found just 44 potential commercial sites 
that could collectively provide just 25 
megawatts of power. 

Some of those sites are already being 
explored. 

Bill Scully, a Bennington restaurateur 
who bought the remnants of die 
Vermont Tissue Mill in 2009, has spent 
years seeking approval to turn the site 
into a 1.3-megawatt hydro station. He 
hopes to have the project licensed this 
summer and, best-case scenario, up and 
running next spring. 

Derby Line dairy farmers 
Jonathan and Jayne Chase 
are working to build an 
850-kilowatt station on a 
dammed section of the Missisquoi River 
in Troy. Their project is one of just four 
to receive ANR approval in recent years 
- two of the others are Barg's West 
River facilities — diough they are still 
awaiting final FERC approval. 

Jonathan Chase says he and his wife 
worked hard to lay the groundwork 
for their project by reaching 
out to government agencies and 
nongovernmental groups alike. Even 
so, die project was significandy delayed 
when FERC at one point ruled against it; 
die Chases appealed the ruling and won. 

“It’s not for the weak of heart," 
Chase said of the current regulatory 
environment. “You gotta have ... a lot of 
guts to take it on die way the rules are 
currendy structured." 

So far, the pending legislation has 
garnered little, if any, opposition. 
According to Andy Perchlik, director 
of the clean energy development fond 
at the Department of Public Service, 
that's because the bill expedites — not 
dismandes — die existing regulatory 
structure. 

“It’s not changing the science behind 
the permit process,” Perchlik says. 

That’s important to Sandy Levine, 
senior attorney for the Conservation 
Law Foundation, which also has yet to 
take a position on die bill. She argues 
that just because Vermont’s past is 
firmly rooted in hydro doesn't mean its 
future should be, too. 

“Historically, Vermont has probably 
overbuilt our hydro resources, going 
back to the 1800s when nearly every 
river was dammed," she says. “Many of 
those dams are very damaging to die 
environment. They completely block 
fish passage and drastically change the 
ecosystem of the rivers. 

“Going forward, any dam or hydro 
project should be approved only 
when it safeguards die environmental 
resources,” Levine says. ® 
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CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

BALANCING SCIENCE AND PRACTICE; A ROAD MAP TO 
DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN PSYCHOLOGY 
A Conversation with Dr. William Lax, Dean, Graduate Psychology 

WHERE: Fletcher Free Library, Burlington 
WHEN: Thursday, March ag, 4:00-6:00 pm 
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A Play About Returning Soldiers Keeps It Real 


I n the wake of a U.S. soldier's recent 
shooting rampage in Afghanistan the 
gap in understanding between those 
who serve in America's wars and those 
who stay home feels wider than ever. For 
the past three years, actor-playwrights 
KJ Sanchez and Emily Ackerman have at- 
tempted to bridge, or shrink, that gap with 
ReEntry, a powerful play about returned 
Marines, which is coming to the HOPKINS 
center next week. 

Each line in ReEntry is culled from 
hundreds of hours of interviews the two 
women — both sisters of veterans — con- 
ducted with Iraq and Afghanistan vets. 
The characters, revolving around a family 
of two Marine brothers and their sister 
and mother, speak direcdy to die audience. 
"You want to know what it’s like to come 
home?" asks Charlie, an enlisted Marine. 
“Uh, you want the good side or the dark 
side?" 

Depending on audience response, “it’s 
a little bit of a litmus test every rime.” says 
Sanchez, ReEntry s director and one of its 


five cast members. "Don't be afraid of the 
play,” she advises. "There’s no wallowing— 
like. Oh, our situation is so harsh. 

ReEntry does address some harsh 
themes. One is the Marines’ culture of 
fierce familial support and zero self-pity, 
which sometimes interferes with return- 
ees' need to seek therapy. Some elements 
of this "documentary theater" piece are 
expected: the proliferation of F-words, 
wives’ confessions of hiding tearfulness 
behind a facade of fortitude. But it’s full 
of surprising, moving moments, as when a 
commanding officer recalls another C.O.’s 
decision to stay beside a dying Iraqi boy. 

There are plenty of funny lines, too. 
One enlisted man describes Marines as so 
proud they'll insist a missing arm is just a 
flesh wound. 

Sanchez wanted to keep the produc- 
tion’s look as close to reality as possible. 
“When you spend time with anyone inuni- 
form, [you realize] there's a particular way 
they need to be represented," she explains. 
“They talk about what they do without 


reserved. When th 
talk, they don’t gc 
ture with their hanc 
because ... if you’ 
waving your ham 

get shot by a sniper: 

Accordingly, th 
actors, who hav 
all been with thi 
production since 
its premiere in : 
slightly different 
form in 2009, have 
had to adjust their 
approaches. At 
first, says Sanchez, 
"they did what 
actors do, which 
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Cameras. The Bluebird Radio. 

The Marmon V16. Steuben 
glassware. The designer Walter 
Dorwin Teague was responsible 
for all these iconic objects. He even 
designed the National Cash Register 
Building a functioning seven-story cash 
register that tallied visitors to the 1939 
New York World’s Fair. 

Teague died in 1960, when his 
granddaughter, allison teague. was 9 
Throughout her childhood she had eaten 
off his Taylor Smith and Taylor dinnerware 
and gazed at his illustrations in children's 
books. But it wasn't until her mid-forties 
that she discovered her grandfather had 
designed these things. Nor did she have 


is summer, Allison Teague, a re- 
fer the Commons in Brattleboro 

chitect DAVE SELIERS' 

MUSEUM OF INDUSTRIAL DESIGN in 

Waitsfield to present an exhibit 
of her grandfather's work. 

'Walter Dorwin Teague: His Life. Work & 
Influence” will feature a variety of objects 
he designed, along with sketches, photo- 
graphs and other items. 

This Saturday, the museum will host 
a fundraiser for the exhibit, including a 
sneak peek at the items to be shown, a talk 
by Teague, a raffle, refreshments and music 
by tile BOHEMIAN BLUESQUARTET. 

W.D. Teague, who cut his teeth in illus- 
tration and advertising in New York City, 
started his own industrial-design firm in 
1926. His first big client: Eastman Kodak. 


His Bantam Special camera, which had 
sleek, art-deco stripes, was one of the most 
popular cameras ever made. Even Teague’s 
packaging was gorgeous. Film for the 
Camera No. 0 came in a yellow 
box depicting people walking among trees 
in silhouette, cameras in hand. 


— 


sionist painter. In 1954, 
he contracted polio, he moved 
his family to Vermont because 
he wanted to be "somewhere 
where, if he fell, someone would help him 
up," says Allison. They settled in Norwich, 
where Lewis Teague supported his wife 
and four children with his painting. 

In 1969, they moved to the Mad River 
Valley, where Lewis Teague, who had an 
architecture background, was intrigued 
by the inventive work of Sellers’ prickly 
mountain crew. 

Allison followed a meandering path 
back to her grandfather’s legacy, She 
coached skiing in the Mad River Valley 
- and trained for the 1972 Olympics 


— attended art school in Boston and 
worked odd jobs for many years in Alaska. 
Finally, in 1993, she decided to return to art 
school, this time in Homer, Alaska. In class, 
she found herself studying her own family 
history. "I realized that my grandfather 
was tliis really important designer." she 
says. To her, “He was always just grandpa." 

good in 2009, Allison has been exploring 
photography — partly to bear witness to 
a natural world she fears is disappearing 
and partly inspired by her discovery of her 
grandfather's beautiful cameras. 

Some of them will be at the museum 
this weekend. So will areplica of aBlucbird 
radio Teague designed, which his grand- 
daughter calls "one of the most beautiful 
things he ever did.” ® 


; Life. Work & Influence,' Saturday. 
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possible.” Now, when the cast performs for 
Marines — it has toured more than 30 mili- 
tary sites - most are "surprised that none 
of the actors has spent any time in service," 

Sanchez says all that interaction 
with Marines has changed how she and 
Ackerman see the play’s purpose. When 
they set out to write it she recalls. “We 
were thinking about what we thought 
and felt about our subject matter. It didn’t 
dawn on me diat the much more interest- 
ing question was What do they think about 

The Hop audience will likely include 
Dartmouth^ and Norwich University’s 
ROTC programs and the 20 or so members 
of the Dartmouth Undergraduate Veterans 
Association, according to Hop publicity 
coordinator Rebecca Bailey. One 26-year- 
old vet, a junior named Jacob Sotak, will 
participate in a related roundtable dis- 
cussion with Sanchez and author Nancy 
Sherman, titled "Fallout: What We Think 
About die Military Matters," which is open 
to the public. 

Among civilian audience members will 
be a contingent of Dartmouth medical 


students and staff from the White River 
Junction Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
organized by VA oncologist Dr. Joe 
O’Donnell. ReEntry will be central to this 
group's training and work: The VA serves 
as headquarters of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs National Center for PTSD. 
That’s due to the role of Dartmouth med- 
school psychiatry professor Dr. Matthew 
Friedman, the NCPTSD’s executive direc- 
tor, who, says O'Donnell, “put PTSD on the 

Iraq and Afghanistan vets are differ- 
ent from older patients at the VA, notes 
O’Donnell: Their advanced body armor 
enables them to survive IEDs, “but widi 
dieir brain shook up." 

As the CD. in ReEntry observes, "I 
think we all come back widi some amount 
of post-traumatic stress disorder. You can't 
not."© 


B ReEntry. Wednesday & Thursday. April 
4 & 5.7 p.m. at the Moore Theater. 

$28-40: Dartmouth students $10. Info. 
603-646-2422. hop.dartmouth.edu 


SHORTTAKES 
ON FILM 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 
How much noise does a Quaker 
meeting make? Usually not much, 
unless the spirit moves someone. But 
at the 186-year-old South Starksboro 
Friends Meeting House, winter worship 
is punctuated by a crackling of logs, 
leading congregants to say they're taking "the min istry of the stove." 

That's the title of the four-and-a-half-minute film that won this year's 
inaugural margot george short film competition, held by focus on film as part 
of the just -finished green mountain film festival The crew of three— directors 

FINN and KATHERINE YARBROUGH Of Femsburgh, Who run EARTH HOUSE PRODUCTIONS. 

and justin rosengarten — received $1000 and a festival screening. 

Judged by an independent three-person panel, the competition is open to 
all, says FOF executive director oonald rae. but It will have a ’solidly Vermont" 
theme each year. This year's was ’a celebration of Vermont's historical 
and cultural ly significant places’— a theme dear to the late George, who 
cofounded the Montpelier Heritage Group. 

The Yarbroughs’ film, virtually silent except for that wood stove captures the 
meetinghouse's stark architecture, the worshippers' stillness and the scene's 
integration in an autumnal landscape with a mossy cemetery. Its visually stunning 
— not surprisingly, as Earth House is a professional provider of high-definition 
documentary footage (Among other projects, Finn Yarbrough used his Steadicam 
Flyer for the Guster video, ’Do What You Want,' partially shot in Bristol.) 

Not all entries in the competition had rural subjects. 'Last Days at 
Doughboy's.’ by Elizabeth rossano — which also screened at GMFF — chronicles 
the closing of a Pearl Street coffee shop and Burlington institution. 

Rae would like to see the contest become an institution, too — but George's estate, 
he notes, provided only seed capital. His organization is Tookingfbr additional funding 
to ensure that the competition flounshes for many years to come.’ © 

"The Ministry of the Stove." "Last Days at Doughboy’s" and "Do What You 
Want' can be viewedatvimeo.com (search by title), earthhouseproductions. 
com, greenmountainfilmfestival.org 


Still from "The Ministry at the Stove" 
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Lokum performs an array of Arabic, 
Turkish-Gypsy, Armenian, and Baltic 
music using authentic instruments. 
Refreshments provided. 
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Gift Certificates 

Available On-line and In-Store! 

Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 
Corner of Main & Battery Streets, Burlington, VT 
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Single? 

You don't need fancy algorithms 
to find a date. Our 1000+ local 
members are smart and savvy 
Seven Days readers. You already 
have something in common! 
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The Classics Speak to 
Modern Global Turmoil, 
According to U VM Prof 


y 


niversity of Vermont classics is ultimately tried by a jury of Athenian 
professor M.O. USHER has a way citizens, who spare him the death sen- 
of getting caught up in regime- lenee. Reason and democratic processes 
change protests. During a con- prevail over the old order's endless cycle 
l Cairo last month, he was hus- of revenge killing,. 


tied out of Tahrir 
Square, a site that a 
struck him as "a 
kind of Occupy 
Wall Street space." 5 
A year ago. in the » 
middle of a month- 1 
long teaching stint 
at the University 
of Malawi, he 
witnessed the 

campus erupting 
in blockades and 
overturned cars 

in reaction to the 
African country’s 
latest ruler. 

“Without exag- I 
geration, 1 can say I 
it first," 
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s of 


Usher 

the latter instance. 

Hell be show- 
ing slides from 
both experiences 
at a talk he's giving 
at UVM tltis 
coming Tuesday 
evening. Entitled 
“Agamemnon in Africa. 
Ulysses in Ulaanbantar: 
Classics Gone Global," the 
talk is one of this year's 
two public Dean’sLectures 

compiished faculty with a 
knack for communicating 
their academic research 
to students and general 

Why is a classics prof 
talking about the likes of 
the Arab Spring? Usher be- 
lieves emerging democra- 
cies such as those in Egypt 
and Malawi could it 


LITERATURE 


THEY DO SPEAK 
ID EMERGING 
DEMOCRACIES. 


Usher isn't 
the only classical 
scholar to deem 
die Oresteia rel- 
evant to onpiing 
struggles to estab- 
lish democratic 
states. His talk will 
address the work 
of British classicist 
George Thomson, 
who developed 
the first Marxist 
interpretations of 
Greek literature. 
As Usher will show, 
Thomsons late- 
1930s translation of 
the Aeschylus tril- 
ogy inspired film- 
maker Pier Paolo 
Pasolini’s 1970 
documentary Notes 
Toward an African 
Orestes, filmed in 
newly postcoloniai 
Africa. 

Though Usher 

on Greek epic poetry's 
fundamental orality and 
his own encounter with a 
still-living oral epic tradi- 
tion in Mongolia, the bulk 
of his talk will cast the 
tragedies as touchstones 
for political struggles 
around tile world. 

“The tendency is to see 




lar and imperialist,” Usher 
observes. “But if you actu- 

M.D. USHER 

fresh eyes, they do speak 
to emerging democracies. 
:h from Greek The Greeks invented democracy, more or 


arly Aeschylus’ triad of less, and if democ 


tragedies known as the Oresteia. 

Aeschylus wrote Agamemnon, The 
Libation Bearers and The Eumenides in 
458 BC. when "small Atliens had just 
defeated great Persia." Usher explains. It 
was the height of Athens' experiment with 

governing were on the rise. Set mostly in 
a mythical era, the trilogy concerns the 
case of Orestes, who murders his mother 
because she murdered his father. Orestes 


need tc 


Global.' Tuesday. April 3. 5 p.m. in Me 
Lounge, Waterman Building, UVM, 
Burlington. 
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We just had to ask... 

What’s the 
story behind 
the sculptures 
at the Costello 
Courthouse? 


BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

■ ost people entering the 
Costello Courthouse on 
Cherry Street in downtown 
Burlington have things on 
their minds other than art appreciation. 
Most won't even notice the sculpture that's 
cleverly integrated with the stairway in 
the building's lobby. Observant visitors, 
however, may be pleasantly startled by 
the life-size - and lifelike — aluminum 
silhouettes installed 16 years ago by 
Montpelier artist Peter Harris. They might 
wonder, WTFi 

“Us,” reads the title on a barely legible 
plaque. And that’s exactly what Harris’ 
piece depicts. This wonderful work draws 
its power from the ordinary appearance 
of die nine individual figures it includes. 
They seem extraordinary in die context of 
a courthouse, where one expects formality 
and officiousness, not spontaneity and 
playfulness. 

The empathetically human forms — 
some ascending the steps, some descending 
some standing still - are all bolted to a 


brick wall. Near its top. Harris has also 
affixed a nonfunctional balustrade diat 
mirrors the actual railing below. Seemingly 
straightforward, “Us” gradually reveals 
itself as Esc her-like in the complexity of the 

Harris says the characters who make up 
“Us" were inspired by friends from the time 
he spent in Burlington during the 1980s and 
early '90s. He photographed them in posed 
positions that he then rendered as cutouts 
from sheets of aluminum. Facial features, 
textures and shadings were achieved by 
grinding or polishing parts of the material. 

The result is both realistic and 
cartoonish. Each of the figures appears 
both familiar and amusing. 

At floor level, a man holding a clipboard 
in one hand bends over to pick up a piece 
of paper that’s fallen just beneath an actual 
electrical socket. It’s a self-portrait, Harris 
reveals, though hisfaceisonly partly visible. 
A few steps up the staircase, another man. 
wealing a hoodie with “BURLINGTON" 
emblazoned on its front, is craning his head 
to the right as if in response to someone 
calling his name. One of the bolts holding 
him in place has been positioned to look 
like an ear stud. Higher up a middle-aged 


woman with big eyeglasses, a plaid jacket 
and a long sldrt appears to have just passed 
a man carrying a boy on his shoulders. 

At the top, a hippieish woman in a long 
skirt and hiking boots prepares to slap 
a high five with a bearded, ponytailed, 
heavyset man wearing a beret Possibly best 
of all in this instantly likable bunch is the 
smiling teenage girl at floor level leaning 
against a rising part of the staircase. She's 
wearing supersize shades below her bangs, 
while the rest of her hair cascades toward 
the “NO FEAR” logo on her T-shirt 

Harris, 67, recalls in a telephone 
interview that it took him and an assistant, 
James Hickey, more than two weeks to 
install “Us" in 1996. Hickey, who is credited 
on the title plaque, was then a teenager 
enrolled in a GED course; Harris met him 
while teaching at Central Vermont Adult 
Basic Education in Barre. 

“1 got the idea from thinking about who 
would actually be using the courthouse." 
Harris explains. “But when I found out the 

reaction was “Oh, God, how’s that going 
to work?' It was a challenge that took me 
some time to figure out.” 

“Us” was commissioned as part 


of the Art in State Buildings program 
administered by the Vermont Arts Council. 
Harris' sculpture is one of about SO works 
that have been put on display in 30 state 
buildings since the program began in 1988. 
Its acquisitions budget has remained fixed 
at S50.000 for each of the past 24 years, 
notes Michele Bailey, program director 
for the arts council The 820,000 paid to 
Harris for "Us" thus accounted for nearly 
half of tiie program's yearly allocatioa 

When tile state constructs or renovates 
a building, the council puts out a call for 
artists to submit sketches of proposed 
site-specific works based on photos or 
architectural drawings of the envisioned 
display area, Bailey explains. The entries 
are vetted by a committee composed of 
local artists and workers in a particular 
building with the final selection made by 

commissioner of the Vermont Department 
of Buildings and General Services, and the 
directorof tliearts council. 

The program’s pur pose, Ba iley says, “is to 
create environments of pride and to provide 
exposure for Vermont artists to people who 
may never set foot in an art gallery.” 

Chittenden County Sheriff Officer 
Stuart Ashley, who has been standingguard 
in die courthouse lobby for die past seven 
years, says he has come especially to enjoy 
looking at the reflections of Harris' figures 
in the windows facing Cherry Street "It's 
cool the way you can sec them in the glass 
and then turn around and see them on the 
stairs," Ashley says. 

On a recent visit, Yancey Gratton, a 
Shelburne Museum employee, pauses 
before exiting the building to proclaim his 
fondness for “Us.” “It’s got a good spirit” 
Gratton says. “It’s a realistic representation 
of the people of Burlington. It’s something 
we can all relate to.” ® 
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: POLI PSY ONTHEPUBUCU! 


ID ABUSES OF EMOTION BY JUDITH LEVINE = 


Sick, Sick, Sick 


BY JUDITH LEVINE 


■ M M hy ? From left to right and 
I #1 M all across the middle, the 
I M uM hlogosphcrc is incredulous. 
V V “Why do Republicans hate 
women?” "Why do Republicans hate sex?" 
“Why do Republicans hate poor, hungry 
people?" (And a true mystery: “Wily do 
Republicans hate teleprompters?") 

The words "Republican” and “suicide” 
are appearing with increasing frequency in 
the same sentences, often as not penned by 
worried conservatives. 

I have been asking myself similar 
questions. Why are Republicans requir- 
ing abortion patients to recite the Lord’s 
Prayer, submit to compulsory fisting and 
have their names broadcast hourly on Fox 
News? Why is the GOP taking a moral 
stand against two-child families? Why is it 
defending Rush Limbaugh? Why in God’s 

do everything in God's name) is the party 
opposing the Violence Against Women 
Act? 

“Do batterers vote Republican?" a San 
Jose Mercury News editorial asked, captur- 
ing the general puzzlement. 

But since bloggers do not puzzle for 
long as plentiful as the whys have been the 
wherefores — the reasons 
for this seemingly sui- 
cidal behavior. Among 
them: backlash, mi- 

Citizens United, primary 
politics, Hispanic demo- 
graphics and - because 
no explanation is com- 
plete without a flashing 
fMRI — “the Republican 
Brain.” 

as still puzzled. 


Etch a Sketch." 

Hie idea is this: Romney takes two baby 
steps back from the brink and looks like a 
moderate. Does eliminating Medicaid for 
14 to 27 million people in the next decade 
(the Urban Institute's estimate of the fall- 
out from Ryan’s proposal) sound cruel? Put 
forth a plan that drops just 10 or 20 million 
from the rolls. It’s the sort of bracing prag- 
matism Romney prides himself on. 

This diagnosis-downshifting strategy 
has been under way for decades, and it 
belies the notion that Washington is grid- 
locked because of party polarization. Yes, 
the edges have moved out in both direc- 
tions; yes, that has paralyzed Washington, 
say political scientists Keith T. Rtole of the 
University of Georgia, Howard Rosenthal 
of New York University and Nolan 
McCarty of Princeton, who study these 
things. 

But the polarization is not symmetrical. 
“The Republican Party has been steadily 
moving to the right since the 1970s," 
Poole told Politico. “The Republicans have 
moved about three times the speed to the 
right as the Democrats have moved to the 
left- 


decade, the abortion policy landscape at 
the state level has shifted dramatically” — 
from moderate to hostile. While 19 states 
were in the middle ground and 13 on the 
hostile end in 2000, now 26 states - more 
than half — are hostile to abortion rights 
and only nine are moderate. That leaves 15 

choice. In 2011, state legislators introduced 
1100 provisions related to reproductive 
health and rights. Of these, 135 passed; 92 
restricted abortion. 

Often those bills are “watered down” 
at the last minute, as when self-described 
“pro-life” Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell 
withdrew his support of compulsory 
trails vaginal ultrasound procedures before 
abortions. The law he signed leaves in 
place involuntary abdominal ultrasounds 

Compared with outlawing contracep- 
tion, a pre-abortion transvaginol sonogram 
is bearable; compared with a tr.msvagin.il 
sonogram, an abdominal sonogram is a 
walk in the park. And 24 -hour waiting 
periods, parental notification, antiabortion 


gandai 




IT IS SOFTENING US UP FOR MERELY 
MODERATE PSYCHOSIS. 


By standing way c 


Then I had a thought: Maybe a President forces the Dents to 


Romney wouldn't be so bad. 


keep sidling over until everyone is 


And there was my answer. When die side of die aisle. 


GOP acts severely psychotic, it is softening 
us up for merely moderate psychosis. 

This theory can explain Mitt Romney’s 
recent apparent wrist slash - a rah-rah- 
nth for House Budget Committee Chair 
Paul Ryan's budget, which takes bread Capitol 
from the mouths of babes to put caviar 
on the tables of the rich. “Why would he 
embrace the politically deadly Ryan plan?” 

MSNBC’s ’The Last Word” host Lawrence 
O'Donnell asked political analyst Howard the 
Fineman. 

Replied Fineman: It's 
hyperbole, aimed 


is still refuse to budge. 


The Republii 
Nothing gets doni 

They look crazy. But nothing 


No biggies! At least they haven't over- 
turned Roe v. Wade! 

Spats between estab- 
lishment and “rogue” 
Republicans notwithstand- 
ing. the psychosis-displace- 
ment strategy benefits them 
all The radical Right gets 
more and more of what it 
wants. The rightward-shift- 
ing moderates can condemn 
the radical Right for ideo- 
logical rigidity and also take 
advantage of it. Next to the 
there, the GOP crazies, they look reasonable, middle of the 
closer. The Dems road. And even centrist Democrats appear 
o be off on the left shoulder - Obama is a 

Then, when GOP rhetoric or policy 
:auses bad things to happen to people, 
niddle-ground Republicans can be as ap- 


shut down not just busi- 
>s as usual but business altogether. 

The results of federal inaction have been 
■amatic,” Poole writes, “as real minimum 
wages have fallen, welfare devolved to 


t pnmary- 


the i 


e. He’ll adjust 


ession unleashes zealous legislator 


So this month in Texas, the legislature 
voted to withhold Medicaid funds from 
Planned Parenthood, depriving 130.000 
poor women ofbirth control, breast-cancer 
screening and other vital care. Democratic 
state Sea Wendy Davis vigorously fought 


; terrible. Psychopathic. BuL 


Litional- thank goodness, no one \ 


adviser told the press that in a race against tion. According to a new analysis by 
Obama, the candidate would shake off the the Guttmacher Institute, "over the last 



= THE STRAIGHT DOPE ™adams 


Dear Cecil, 

In winter IVe gotten big 
shocks from static electricity 
when getting out of my car, 
and I once saw a video where 
a crewman touching a race car 
during a pit stop was thrown 
back several feet, I presume 
from static charge built up as 
the car circled the track. This 
got me wondering: Have there 
been instances of injury or 
death from static discharge? 


Y es, many — and if you’re 
not careful, it could 
happen to you. 

For static electricity, 
basically you need a giant capaci- 
tor — something with a positive 
charge on one side, a negative 
charge on the other and a gap 
in the middle. When you twist 
around getting out of your car, 
friction between your clothing 
and the seat generates a substan- 
tial voltage difference between 
the car body and you, with the 
cloth and other insulators acting 
as the gap. When you brush 
against the car on exiting, an 
electric arc jumps the tiny space 
between you and the sheet metal, 
and blammo, static shock. 

Under normal circumstances 
the shock is harmless. Static 
charge can be measured in mil- 
li joules (mJ). You typically need 
at least 1 mJ to generate a shock 
you can feel, 10 to 30 mJ to make 
you flinch and 1,350 mJ to kill 
you. Shuffling across a carpet can 
generate from 10 to 25 mJ, just 1 
or 2 percent of a lethal jolt You 
might generate more in a car, but 
even assuming maximum human 



humidity (high humidity lets 
the charge leak away), you could 
maybe get zapped with about 
300 mJ — a shock you won't soon 
forget but still not fatal. 

That doesn't mean there’s 
nothing to worry about An elec- 
tric arc is a spark. Sparks are used 
in auto engines to ignite fuel. Riel 

pit stops. Racing cars build up 
static charge while circling the 
track... you see where this is 
headed. 

Straight Dope readers may 
recall our column about the 


drag behind them to prevent 
static buildup. They don't do 
that anymore, not because the 

cause research showed the chain 
didn't accomplish jack, and the 
real static danger came from the 
sloshing of the tanker's contents. 
Now electrical grounding during 

are used to prevent bad things 
from happening. Likewise, 
grounding strips prevent static 
arcing when race cars come in for 
pit stops. 

Having seen that video of the 
pit crewman being knocked on 
his butt, you may say: Those strips 
don't always work. Maybe not, 
but that footage wasn't proof. 
The vehicle in question was a 


what’s called a kinetic energy 
recovery system. This captures 
in a battery or capacitor some of 
the energy normally lost to brak- 
ing, then uses it in a burst of up to 
60 kilowatts to power an electric 
motor when the driver wants to 
torque out. While it's not clear 
what went wrong evidently the 
stored-up juice went through 
the unfortunate crewman rather 
than into the motor. 

Fine, you say. I’ll just stay 
away from the Formula One cars 
and live a life of comfort and case. 
Don’t be so sure. A 1977 study, 
evidently conducted by the kind 
of nonsqueamish research team 1 
should have talked to about boil- 
ing those frogs a few weeks back, 
found plain, old static shock can 


fitted with pacemakers. Another 
danger arises from the startle 
reaction to a shock, which can 
cause you to lose your grip, fall or 
otherwise put yourself or others 

Gettingback to vehicles, you’ll 
want to watch out for helicopters. 
Static discharge can be a problem 
in any aircraft due to friction with 
dust and water while in flight 
and several fires and explosions 
have been attributed to static 
discharge during fueling. But 
helicopters can be especially haz- 
ardous because of those big spin- 
ning blades. Charges of 60,000 
volts have been measured in craft 
hovering above red clay dust and 
200,000 volts above loose-packed 

Just getting in and out of a 
car won’t generate that kind of 
voltage, but one study found 
the resulting charge frequently 
exceeded 10,000 volts and once 
(with die test subject dressed in 
nylon) reached 21.000. Toll col- 
lectors and motorcycle cops have 
been known to get 5000-volt 
shocks from drivers or their ve- 
hicles. No one knows for certain 
how many fires have been started 
at filling stations due to static 
electricity, but industry statistics 
suggest it maybe in the hundreds 
per decade. 

So to avoid all tiiis you figure 
you'll shun civilization and live in 
the woods? You're not safe there, 
either. The biggest static dis- 
charge most of us will ever see is v 
tlie dramatic display known as a m 

lightningbolt. A typical strike dc- § 
livers 500 megajoules, or 370,000 Jj 
times the lethal level as demon- 5 
strated by the roughly 100 annual ° 
U.S. lightning deaths — probably, 
but not certainly, none of which 
will be yours. 
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Agonizing Over Apple 


Mike Daisey on truth, theater and the scandal surrounding his show 

BY TYLER MACHADO 


M onologuist Mike Daisey 
admits lie was obsessed with 
his technology. But after 
seeing a rare photo from 
inside a Chinese factory where Apple 
products ore made, he decided he had 
to see for himself — so he took a trip to 
China in 2010. That trip formed the basis 
of Daisey's one-man show, The Agony and 
the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs, which explores 
the links among the late Apple cofounder, 
industrial design and the harsh, often 
dangerous conditions for the workers who 
manufacture Apple products. 

The attention surrounding the show 
peaked in January 2012, when parts of 
the monologue focusing on Daisey's trip 
to the factories were excerpted on 'This 
American Life.” The episode became the 
most downloaded podcast in the public 
radio program’s history. But two months 
later, the show retracted the episode after 
another radio journalist reported that 
Daisey had fabricated a number of details 
about his trip to China, including a meet- 
ing with a worker who was chemically 
poisoned and a scene in which a worker 
injured in a factory sees an iPad turn on for 
the first time. 

During the retracted “This American 
Life”, and at a talk at Georgetown 
University a day later, Daisey admitted 

and apologized for allowing his theatri- 
cal work to be presented on a journalistic 
radio program. But Daisey also defended 
his work, claiming that theater is held 
to a different standard than journalism, 
and that the "greater truth” of the piece 
remained intact. Indeed, outlets including 
the New York Times and Wired magazine 
have published articles about working 
conditions in Apple’s overseas factories in 
recent months. 

Despite the storm of criticism sur- 
rounding him, Daisey is pressing on 
with performances of The Agony and the 
Ecstasy ofSteveJobs - albeit with changes 
in the wake of the recent controversy. 
Daisey sounded contrite and reflective 
when Seven Days spoke to him via Skvpe 
in advance of his show at the Flynn Center 
this Saturday. What follows is a partial 
transcript of the talk, edited for space con- 
straints. The entire interview can be found 
on tile Seven Days website. 


SEVEN DAYS: You're presenting [The 
Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs ] 
here in Burlington [this] week. How is 
it going to be different than the way 
you performed it before the retraction 
story on "This American Life"? 

MIKE DAISEY: I'm a big believer in con- 
text. I think that it's going to be very dif- 
ferent in terms of how it lands in the room. 

I don't know the specifies this moment 
of how thatll work itself out. I'm starting 
to think about that But I know that what I 
present will be very straight with the audi- 
ence and will recognize all the things that 
have been going on. 

SD: Your monologue has changed over 
time since you started performing 
it a year and a half, two years ago. It 
seems that some of the changes have 
come about because of conversations 
with journalists in interviews, such as 
this one. 


MD: Yes, I think that’s true. And also, 
they've all always changed organically. 
The way people tell stories anywhere, 
they've all always evolved. There are cer- 
tain points at which it's really clear — for 
instance, after the death of Steve Jobs 
there was a large shift, and then after the 
New York Times feature ran, that altered 
the landscape of some of the tilings that 
were in the monologue because there was 
a large section where I talked about why 
these stories don’t get covered, and then of 
course the Times story broke, which was 
fantastic, but it was unnecessary to talk 
about those things. But there are smaller 
changes diat happen all the time, just like 
they would in any oral performance. 

SD: Do you think that the difference 
[between theater and journalism] has 
always been deartoyour audiences? 
I'm asking this because I read that your 
playbills often called your monologue 


a work of nonfiction. 

MD: You know, it really varies. I regret 
that 1 put that in the programs. But the 
context of it has lobeunderstood. We ac- 
tually used it because we had the opposite 
problem — for a couple of years we didn’t 
have anything in the programs indicating 
what the work was. We actually put it 
in for the opposite reason, which is that 
very often, when people see the shows 
people will talk to me and ask me whether 
anything was real It's sort of the inverse 
of the relationship in journalism. Instead 
of everything being true, the assumption 
is that everything is false, includi ng the 
fact that I am not the person speaking, I 
am perhaps an actor embodying a script 
from a playwright. That's why that tag 
was there in the program. It was tile only 
purpose of it, actually. 

I'm well aware of what nonfiction 
means in the world of publishing, and I 
would never have said that my work is 



straight nonfiction because it has always 
worked with things like changing time 
lines [and] moving events. It has always 
been in the realm of memoir. So yeah, I 
really regret that that was in those playbills. 

I don't feel like people in the room 
watching it, given the theatricality of 
it, I don't know that it was as much of a 
problem as it was when 1 put it on “This 
American Life.” That excerpt is just this 
journey to China, whereas the whole show 
has this very theatrical storyline about 
Steve Jobs. There’s a lot of structured 
hyperbole. I think it feels very differently 
when it’s performed orally in a theater. I 
think it changes the context. So I never felt 
it was as wrong then. Looking at it now, 
like anything when your context changes, 

nitely won't be putting it in the program in 
the future. 

SD: You've said that you had to 
dramatize this work in order to make it 
a story that people would pay atten- 
tion to. Do you think that a journalistic 
view fails to connect with people, and 
that's why this story wasn't really in 
the public eye until this year? 

MD: Well, I don't know. It's an interesting 


question; What is it that makes the public 
grab attention? What is it that makes 
people care? I know that the thing that 
drew me to this part of the story was read- 
ing reports from SACOM [Students and 
Scholars Against Corporate Misbehavior] 
and other NGOs. after, as I describe in the 
monologue, I saw those pictures. And [I 
was] feeling this massive disconnect be- 
tween where I was sitting and what I was 
reading about. The reports are not terribly 
dramatic. 

I know I have a lot of journalist friends 
— I still do. It’s been really nice this week, 
some have really let me know that they'll 
still drink with me [and] talk to me. The 
journalist friends 1 have are very used 
to this pattern — the pattern of working 
really hard on a story, doing incredibly 
hard journalism, showing the facts, having 
it out there, and the story just dies. Like, it 
doesn’t go anywhere, it doesn’t grab trac- 
tion. For one reason or another, the news 
cycle is looking in a different direction. 

The thing about theater that journalism 
can’t do is that theater is a sustained artis- 
tic effort. I was able to perform the mono- 
logue in multiple cities month after month 
after month. And in each city, the arts cov- 
erage would lead to harder journalists in 


different areas coming to see the show or 
talking about the show. And while it might 
not have been as huge as what we saw with 
“This American Life,” all that effort really 
led to a lot of people who are in positions 
to figure out how they feel about these 
things to start to look at the problem. I 
think there's something to be said for that 

I know that my behavior may not have 
been perfect, but I do believe in the junc- 
tion between journalism and art I just 
think perhaps I was unwise in crossing 
directly over the line. And I think art about 
things can totally lay an emotional ground- 
work that hard journalism then supports. 
I'm so grateful that die New York Times 
and other people have gone out and done 
that work. I think it’s fantastic. 

SD: If you're going to do another mono- 
logue that involves lots of research 
and investigation like this one, given 
what you've been through, what would 
you do differently? 

MD; Isn't that a great question? I don't 
know yet. I’ve got a couple of monologues 
ahead, and it’s interesting because they’re 
different 

Different monologues call for differ- 
ent things. They're all sort of half built in 


my mind, at least the things that might be 
investigated. There's some dial are more 
personal and reflective, and 1 probably 
[wouldn’t] do much differently. But there 
are some that are much closer to journal- 
ism — closer, anyway. I don’t want to get 
into trouble and say they are. They're not 
journalism, we're all clear! 

But yeah, I think that 1 will probably 
adoptthe tools of journalism. Thatis to say, 
I think I might have a notebook! I think I 
might have an audio recorder. I think I'll 
take more pictures. And so 1*11 have these 
reference points so that I can return to 
them and know what’s going on. 

The thing in the monologue that is very 
sincere — there arc many things that are 
sincere — but die sense in the monologue 
that I am a person out of my depth, going 
to a place to try to basically pretend to 
be what I imagine somebody investigat- 
ing somediing would do, [that] is very 
accurate. I think that even if diis hadn't 
happened in diis public way, I had already 
figured out after the fact now, that I would 
do things differently. ® 







4 ? 


6:45 a.m. Obama visits the "Brown 

Sugar" map le farm near Bread Loaf and tries 
his hand, unsuccessfully, at tapping a sugar maple the 
old-fashioned way. When the sap bucket fills up with Asian 
longhomed beetles, local enviro Bill McKibben appears to explain 
that the sap doesn't run when its been 87 degrees in March, 


Start 


4:30 a.m. Obama visits the "Happy Holstein" 

d a i ry fa rm in Bridport, where he milks cows with "Juan" and 'Josd“ 
(not their real names) from Chiapas, Mexico. As Obama tries a few 
awkward phrases in Spanish, Secret Service agents run a check on the 
laborers' immigration status. After the press corps is gone, both men are 
led away in handcuffs. 


An alternative presidential itinerary in the bluest state by ken picard 


10:15 a.m. 


Stone- 


faced and 


solemn, 

Obama lays a salt- 
lick wreath on the 
Irasburg grave of Pete 
the Moose. Afterward, 
the president and his 
entourage meet Gov. 

Peter Shumlin just down 
the road at the "Big Rack 
Burger Shack - to enjoy 
some locally raised, organic 
grass-fed mooseburgers. 


H ello, Mr. President. Welcome to Vermont, aka the safest three electoral 
votes you’ll ever get. No disrespect, but the last rime a serious Republican 
presidential contender stopped in the Green Mountain State, his OnStar 
GPS unit had broken down en route to Concord, N.H. Which means the only 
reason for your Vermont layover — on your way to a real battleground state — is to pump 
some flesh and gather fat checks. 

Furthermore, we don’t need the official "Obama for America” press release blast to 
know what your itinerary will look like, because it must include two or more of the 
following photo ops: cows, Cheddar cheese, maple syrup, snowboards and/or wind 
turbines. (Post Solyndra, solar panels are a strict no-no.) We predict a tour of the Ben 
& Jerry’s plant in Waterbury — and, if your advance team did 
its homework, you’ll have a double scoop of Phish Food and 
Stephen Colbert’s Americone Dream. 

While in Waterbury, you'll visit some Tropical Storm Irene- 
damaged homes and businesses on Main Street, dutifully 
reconstructed with a mix of FEMA funds and old-fashioned Yankee self-sufficiency. 
After you sample a bowl of sugar on snow - “Malia and Sasha would love this!” you'll 
exclaim — Air Force One will zip you into the sunset over the Adirondacks. 

Boooring'. Here's the Vermont tour we’d like you to see. Enjoy! ® 


POLITICS 




an unscheduled 


Stop when a Vermont 
State Police trooper grows 
suspicious after spotting 
a black man driving on 1-89. 
After the trooper apologizes, 
he and the president share a 
friendly laugh. Obama 
invites him to the 
White House for 
a beer — but still 
gets cited for a 
busted 
tail light. 


1:15 p.m. The 
presidential 
motorcade makes 



3:10 p.m. While enjoying 
a dip in the Connecticut 
River "hot springs," just 

downstream from Vermont Yankee, 
Obama spots a two-headed snapping 
turtle. A Geiger counter suddenly starts 
ticking, and Secret Service agents 
Y quickly bundle the president in an 
American-flag towel and 
whisk him to safety. 



6 p.m. Obama officiates at 
the Jeffersonville wedding ofa 

lesbian couple, who can finally marry now that 
one of the brides, a National Guard helicopter 
gunner, has returned from her fifth tour of 
duty in Afghanistan. When a champagne cork 
pops unexpectedly, that 
bride yells, "Incoming!” 
and tackles the 
president to the 
ground. 





10 p.m. Resting back at the 
hotel, Obama watches Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad 

give a speech on Al Jazeera English on Burlington 
Telecom. Suddenly the TV goes dark. Moments 
later, repo men hired by CitiCapital 
enter the room and repossess 
the cable box. 



The Rogue Diplomat 


Globe-trotting ex-ambassador Peter Galbraith is shaking up the Vermont Senate 


I t’s a typical day in the Vermont 
legislature, and Sen. Peter Galbraith 
(D-Windham) is hearing testimony 
on a pet-merchant bill in a cramped 
committee room. Designed to crack down 
on unregulated breeders, the legislation 
would require anyone selling animals 
for money to be licensed by the state and 
subject to inspections. 

It's a far cry from where Galbraith 
was sitting two years ago: at a negotiating 
table with Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
discussing the sensitive subject of election 
fraud. 

The Windham County senator’s 
biography reads like the plot of a James 
Bond movie — if 007 were a diplomat 
rather than a spy. 

As a globe-trotting teenager. Galbraith 
hitchhiked across the Libyan desert rode 
a Mark Twain-style riverboat down the 
Amazon and toured the Soviet Union in a 
Volkswagen bus. 

As a U.S. Senate staffer in the 1980s. he 
helped uncover Saddam Hussein's gassing 
of the Kurds and narrowly escaped mortar 
fire to deliver a home video of the shelling 
to ABC News. 

Several years later, while serving as 
the U.S. ambassador to Croatia, Galbraith 
s negotiated the peace accord distended the 
J2 four-year Croatian War of Independence. 
5 That, in turn, led to a United Nations 
g appointment in newly independent East 
Timor, where he helped rebuild a country 
>j{ ravaged byits departing colonial occupiers. 
In between. Galbraith is credited with 
helping to secure the release of a high- 
61 profile political prisoner: Benazir Bhutto, 
o the former prime minister of Pakistan, 
? who was Galbraith’s longtime friend. He 
5 also found time to pen two books on the 
ri war in Iraq, as well as numerous articles 
and op-eds. 

"Riday. Galbraith maintains a private 
M business as a sort of freelance diplomat. 
< jet-setting from Vermont to far-flung 
z locales including South Sudan and South 
jjj Korea to advise powerful world leaders on 
matters of national interest. 

So it surprised many in 2010 when 
he made a bid for the Vermont Senate. 
After a diree-decade career at the highest 
levels of international diplomacy, the 
g 61-year-old from Townshend decided 
j to run for the seat vacated by Gov. Peter 
£ Shumlin. Assisted by considerable name 
° recognition and S45.000 of his own money. 


the Democrat finished first among five 
candidates, 520 votes ahead of incumbent 
Sea Jeanette White. 

Now approaching the end of his first 
term, and gearing up to seek a second, 
Galbraith has emeiged as the 30-member 
Senate's most unconventional member 
- and arguably its most disliked He 
has bucked his own party and upset the 
Senate’s carefully established pecking 
order, going rogue on the floor with long 
speeches, interrogations of colleagues and 
substantive amendments that disregard 
die back-room deals typically made among 
Senate leaders. 

Galbraith’s detractors view him 
as “abrasive," “self-important” and 
“pompous" — and diose are just the words 
used by the Democratic Senate president 

His defenders describe him as an 
extremely bright policy maker whose 


tough questions and contrarian 
viewpoints often ruffle feadiers 
under the Golden Dome — a 
slower-paced more deferential 
environment dian Galbraith may 
be accustomed ta 

At a Senate caucus last week, 

Senate President Pro Tempore 
John Campbell (D-Windsor) 
sought to reinforce order by 
imploring members not to make speeches 
on every bill or “try to create sound bites 
every 30 seconds." Campbell says the 
message was directed at all freshman 
senators - not just Galbraidi - but others 
present viewed the order as squarely 
aimed at the outspoken former diplomat. 

Galbraith’s outsider status hasn't won 
him many friends, or much support for 
his own legislation. But he has managed 
to exert influence nonetheless. He has 


single-handedly stalled a campaign- 
finance- reform b ill by threatening to at tach 
a floor amendment banning corporate 
contributions to Vermont candidates — 
and promising to request a roll call to put 
every senator on record. 

Unlike most of his colleagues, Galbraith 
believes corporate donations have “an 

and are one reason why “it’s so hard to 
address die big issues around here." Plus, 
he says, “die campaign finance bill was 


HE OFTEN GOMES ACROSS AS BEING ARROGANT. ABRASIVE. 
CONDESCENDING. AND PEOPLE JUST DON’T LIKE THAT. 



a sham. It pretended to do something 
without doing anything” 

Of course. Galbraith doesn't need 
outside money - from corporations or 
individuals - to run for office, thanks in 
part to a lucrative oil deal he struck in 
Iraqi Kurdistan during the war several 
years ago. Galbraith doesn’t apologize for 
profiting from that controversial deal or 
for his independent - some would say 
rebellious - behavior in Montpelier. His 
loyalty is to his constituents, he says, not 
to his party or its leaders. 

And though he toyed with running for 
governor in 2008, Galbraith says his state 
Senate service is not a warm-up act to a 
run for governor, Congress or U.S. Senate. 
And that allows him to speak his mind 
more freely than most senators, he says. 

Galbraith sees parallels between the 
state Senate and the diplomatic world. 
“To be effective as a diplomat, you have 
to learn the local cultures and study the 
tribes, the clans, the political parties, 
the personalities," he says. “This is very 
similar. I spend a lot of time observing and 
trying to figure things out” 

And therein lies the irony. As a 
diplomat Galbraith was a natural - 
brokering a peace treaty in one nation, 
helping to rebuild another, exposing 
atrocities by foreign dictators and learning 
five languages along the way. But so far at 
least he has failed to win the respect of 
key elders in Vermont's political tribes. 

Galbraith is conversant in German, 
Russian. French. Croatian and Dari - a 
language spoken in Afghanistaa But after 
nearly two years in Montpelier, he's still 
learning to speak Vermont Senate. 

From Karachi 
to Committee 

On the world stage, Peter Galbraith is a 
big deal. His private consulting business, 
Windham Resources Group — which 
helps foreign governments and businesses 
develop negotiating strategies - took him 
across the Atlantic 20 times last year, to 
Africa. Europe, the Middle East and Asia. 
So far tills year, he's gone on HBO’s “Real 
Time With Bill Maher” to discuss conflict 
in the Middle East, and on BBC News 
to comment on a U.& soldier’s alleged 
massacre of 17 villagers in Kandahar. 

In the middleof January. Galbraith flew 
to Pakistan for the weekend at die request 
of President Asif Ali Zardari. the widower 
of Benazir Bhutto and a longtime friend. 
He was back on the Vermont Senate floor 
by Tuesday morning 

”1 was asked by the president of 
Pakistan to come and stay widi him,” 
Galbraith says during an interview at the 
Statehouse last week. “His government 
was under huge threat from the Supreme 
Court in Pakistan, whichisa fairly partisan 
institution.” 

In Montpelier, however, Galbraith is 


treated like any other freshman senator. 
He didn't get the committee assignments 
he wanted: he requested Health and 
Welfare: Finance; and Natural Resources 
and Energy but was instead placed 

and General Affairs; and Government 
Operations — or Gov Ops, 

The latter committee was supposed 
to handle reapportionment this year 
the once-a-decade redrawing of Senate 
district lines. But Senate leaders gave that 
job to a select committee — and declined 
to put Galbraith on it In dramatic protest, 
he submitted a letter of resignation from 
the committee - which was not accepted 
- and boycotted its meetings for several 

“He’s used to being the alpha dog and 
now he’s one of the puppies,” observes 
Sea Peg Flory (R-Rutland), who serves 
with Galbraith on the Gov Ops committee. 
“I think, for Peter, it's been a difficult 
adjustment. He's more used to being in 

Being effective in the Senate requires 
learning “how to play well with others,” 
Flory says, without compromising your 
core values. “You have to learn how to 
get along If you don't, regardless of how 
bright you are or how good your ideas are, 
you quickly marginalize yourself.” 

Campbell puts it more bluntly. 

‘The reason hisidcas are not embraced, 
quite frankly, is because of the way he 
treats people." Campbell says during an 
interview in the Senate president's office. 
“He often comes across as being arrogant, 
abrasive, condescending and people just 
don't like that No one likes to be treated as 
if their intelligence is being questioned." 

Campbell adds, “Peter is somebody 
who has a tremendous number of gifts 
that he could offer and could be utilized. 
But because of his personality, people 
aren't going to listen to him.” That said, 
Campbell admits Galbraith has supplied 
some “constructive criticism” on his 
leadership. 

While Campbell is talking Sen. Jane 
Kitchel (D- Caledonia), the powerful chair 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
walks into the office. She's there to discuss 
Senate business, but Campbell asks her to 
weigh in on Galbraith, and Kitchel offers 
some advice for the freshman senator. 

"When you come to tin's body, you give 
deference to the people who have served 
and have experience," Kitchel says. “You 
listen, and basically you sit down and stay 
quiet until you can establish your own 
track record and credibility,” 

Galbraith couldn't see his role more 
differently. Acknowledging that his 
outspokenness has rocked the boat alittle, 
Galbraith says he was elected to tackle a 
whole host of issues, “not just the ones 
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that happen to be in die purview of die 
committees that I'm on." 

To diat end, he’s introduced legislation 
to ban hydrohacking, to prohibit wind 
turbines in state parks and forests, and to 
expand broadband and cellular service 
in Vermont. Galbraidi says Vermont's 
healdi care reform is a "huge opportunity" 
comparable to the creadon of Social 
Security almost a century ago, and he 
offered several floor amendments to last 
year's health care bilk 

One of them would have exempted 
j mil itary service members from paying into 
5 the future state-created insurance plan, 

> because service members already pay for 
< federally run health plans. Galbraith’s 

| vote but was deleted from the bill in a 
conference committee. 

Galbraith has also proposed three 
jvj amendments to the state constitutioa 
g One would establish a right to privacy; 
3 another, a right to health care; and a third 

~ rights" such as clean water and “a 
3 natural environment uncompromised by 
manufactured substances that are toxic 
and unhealthy." 

> His motivation? His constituents 
“ “care enormously about health care and 

> environmental issues,” Galbraith says. 
“The notion that I would not participate 
or offer amendments.. I’m not going to do 
that.” 

Galbraith’s defenders in the Senate 
dispute the prevailing portrait of him 
u, as an elitist know-it-all. Sen. Anthony 
| Pollina (P/D-Washington), who first met 
3 Galbraith in the late 1970s, calls him “one 

~ of the sharpest minds around." 


Sen. Vince Illuzzi (R-Essex/ 

Orleans) likens Galbraith to a 
"12-cylinder race car” driving 

speed. In this metaphor, the 
track is the legislature. 

“He’s a quick study,” 
says Illuzzi, who chairs the 
economic development 
committee onwhich Galbraith 
serves. “HeVs able to be more 
nimble and move toward an 
action plan before others are 
able or willing to do so. He’s more willing 
to go faster." 

Galbraith didn't waste any time last 
month during a Senate floor showdown 
over a controversial budget bill. Illuzzi, 
Galbraith and Sen. Tim Ashe (D/P- 
Chittenden) wanted to tack $250,000 onto 
a midyear budget bill to study whether 
tiie state should buy a majority stake in 
die Vermont Electric Power Company, or 
VELCO, which manages Vermont’s high- 

Senate leaders opposed funding the 
study, and in a closed-door meeting 
persuaded Illuzzi to drop the amendment. 
But they couldn’t convince Galbraith, who 
wasn’t invited behind closed doors, even 
afrer saying it could sink the entire budget 
bill — and with it, badly needed disaster 
aid for towns rebuilding after Tropical 

One after the other, senators implored 
Galbraith to follow Illuzzi's lead. Even 
Ashe, an original sponsor, said the VELCO 
study should be delayed. Galbraith 
ultimately relented, but not before a short, 
defiant speech. 

Delaying the study, he said, is the 


same thing as "killing it” and losing the 
opportunity to make a lucrative investment 

The Diplomat 

Galbraith grew up in an elite world of 
politics, academia and international 
relations. Born on New Year's Eve in 1950, 
he is the third son of filmed economist 
John Kenneth Galbraith, who was the 
U.S. ambassador to India under John F. 
Kennedy. Peter's mother was Catherine 
Merriam Atwater, an author whose father 
served as consul general of Siam to the 
United States. 

Peter's brother, James K. Galbraith, is a 
well-known economist at the Universityof 
Texas. Another brother, J. Alan Galbraith, 
is a retired Washington. DC. lawyer who 
lives in California. A fourth brother, 
Douglas, died in childhood of leukemia. 

The family lived in India, Switzerland 
and Cambridge, Mass., where John 
Kenneth Galbraith taught at Harvard, 
and spent summers in Tbwnshend, Vt 
Catherine's ancestors were among the first 


settlers of Burlington; a distant relative - 
Jeremiah Atwater — was the first president 
of Middlebury College. 

Peter Galbraith earned degrees from 
Harvard, Oxford and Georgetown. It was 
at Harvard that he met and befriended 
Benazir Bhutto, the future prime minister 
of Pakistan In hermemoir, Bhutto credited 
him with helping to secure her release from 
prison during the military dictatorship of 
Gen. Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq. 

ft>stcollege, Galbraith found himself 
back in Vermont, teaching at now-defunct 
Windham College and cutting his teeth in 
Democratic politics. He worked on Phil 
Hoff’s 1970 U.S. Senate campaign, served 
as a George McGovern delegate at the 
1972 convention and ran Morris Udall's 
1976 presidential campaign in Vermont 
against Jimmy Carter. That led to a stint 
as chairman of the Vermont Democratic 
Party from 1977 to ’79. 

Illuzzi met Galbraith while the 
former was covering state politics for 
the Burlington Free Press as a freelance 
journalist “We were both relatively 
young,” Illuzzi recalls. “What 1 remember 


about him was, one, he had a very famous 
father; and two, he was very bright.” 

Galbraith’s big break came in 1979. 
when he landed a job staffing the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 
That 14-year gig sent him on fact-finding 
missions to political hot spots all over 
the globe and afforded him a prominent 
role in steering U.S. foreign policy under 
senators such as Joe Bidcn, Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan and Claiborne Pell. 

One those fact-finding trips, in 1987, 
sent Galbraith to the Middle East during 


After his dismissal, Galbraith went 
public, accusing Eide of “downplaying 
the fraud” that helped Hamid Karzai win. 
Three months later. Eide, a Norwegian 
diplomat who had introduced Galbraith 
to his current wife years earlier, stepped 


— Galbraith calls it “a small fraction of tile 
kind of figures that were tossed around in 
the New York Times. But a small fractio n of 
those figures is, of course, something diat 
one can live comfortably off of.” 

Galbraith savs he was a private citizen 
at the time, not a government official, and 
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through Basra, Iraq, and finally into Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

"When I crossed the border into the 
Kurdish region, we had very detailed 
maps, and the villages showed on our maps 
were not there. What the Iraqi regime 
was doing was depopulating Kurdistan. 
They destroyed 5000 villages, relocated 
people to concentration camps in urban 
areas for better control.” says Galbraith, 
who concluded in his report that Saddam 
Hussein was committing 
genocide. 

Another trip during the 
post-Gulf War uprising 
landed Galbraith — and 
home video he'dshot in Iraqi 
Kurdistan — on the national 
news. Fleeing Kurdish 
villages under heavy Iraqi 
fire, he crossed the Tigris 
River into Syria in a canoe, 
filming die action all the 
while. He shared the video 
with an ABC News crew in 
Damascus, and Galbraith 
and his footage wound up 
on the evening news with 
Peter Jennings, and later on 
the news magazine show 
"Nighdine." 

From diere, Galbraith climbed the 
diplomatic ladder. In 1993, President Bill 
Clinton tapped him to be the first U.S. 
ambassador to Croatia, where Galbraith 
again came face to face with war and 
genocide, this time in the Balkans. That 
led to a stint as head of the United Nations' 
transitional team in East Timor — newly 
independent from Indonesia — where 
Galbraith was in charge of political, 
electoral and constitutional affairs. 
Eventually, his Pakistani connections 
landed him a job in Afghanistan as 
the United Nations' deputy special 
representative in 2009. 

That assignment — and Galbraith's 
diplomatic career — ended abruptly in 
September 2009 when his boss at the 
UN. special representative to Afghanistan 
Kai Eide. dismissed him over a dispute 
regarding election fraud in the Afghan 
presidential election. Galbraith said he 
found hundreds of “ghost polling stations” 
in remote locations that no person could 
conceivably reach, while other precincts 
reported 200 percent voter turnout 


Kurd Mentality 

In the midst of all that, Galbraith was 
dragged into a more personal scandal. 
A Norwegian newspaper reported in 
October 2009 that Galbraith, whose wife 
is Norwegian, stood to collect as much 
as $100 million for brokering an oil deal 
between Kurdish officials in Iraq and the 
Norwegian oil company DNO. The deal 
was troubling to some because Galbraith. 

petroleum-rich region, had advised the 
Kurdish regional government as Iraq 
wrote its constitution in 2005. One point of 
negotiation; how to split up Iraq's vast oil 
reserves. 



HE’S STILL LEARNINGTO 
SPEAK VERMONT SENATE 


A year later, and just a month before 
Vermont's elections, the New York Times 
reported that a British court had ordered 
the oil company to pay Galbraith and a 
Yemeni investor between $55 million and 
$75 million for their stakes in the Kurdish 
oil deal as part of a settlement. The sum 
Galbraith and the other investor had 
asked the court to award? According to die 
Times: $144 million. 

Today, Galbraith still defends the oil 
deal. Though he would not disclose the 
amount of money he received - he says 
the court settlement was confidential 


was an unpaid adviser to the Kurds. Plus. 
Galbraith notes diat he represented the oil 
company on a joint commission with the 
Iraqi ministry of oil. 

“I never had an official role in Iraq. 
I was doing business there,” he says. “I 
was not trading on any US. government 
position. I was not trading on any UN 
position, because I hadn't had any. I helped 
create a Kurdistan oil industry, which is 
now thriving and provides Kurdistan with 
die financial basis to be independent. And 
that's somethingthat I’ve strongly be lieved 
in. Itwas totally legitimate." 

Not everyone viewed the deal as legit 
Journalist and author Chris Hedges 
covered Galbraith and socialized with him 
when Hedges was Balkan bureau chief for 
the New York Times and 
| Galbraith was ambassador 
3 to Croatia. Hedges recalls 
S Galbraith as a “very media- 
sawy” diplomat who was 
j "extremely solicitous of the 
| New York Times!' Hedges 
2 was also the Times’ Middle 
East bureau chief from 
1988 to '95. He views it as 
"repugnant” and "morally 
indefensible" that Galbraith 
profited off Kurdish oil. 

“The Kurdish deal 
that he orchestrated, for 

I who he is and it’s really 

unforgivable,” Hedges says 

take that kind of money 
out of the region, with that level of human 
suffering. The refugee camps are just 
appalling. That money could have made a 
huge difference in the lives of people who 
endured tremendous suffering, and he had 
no right to take it from them.” 

But Galbraith says the money was 
already out of Kurdistan. “This was an 

and me. I would never had made such 
an arrangement with the Kurdistan 
government," he says. ”1 did not feel guilty 
taking from an oil company. Absolutely 

It's that kind of defiance that makes 
Galbraith both determined and sometimes 
unpopular, whether he’s in the Middle East 
or in the middle of a committee hearing in 
Montpelier. 

“My age. experience and the fact that I 
don't have any great ambitions," Galbraith 
summarizes, "give me the great liberty to 
speak my mind.” ® 
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Star 

Crossed 

Theater review: Icon 


I fs easy to mistake the celebrity train 
wreck for a phenomenon unique to 
the paparazzi era. Take, for example. 

Lindsay Lohan and her alcohol- 
monitoring anklet Or Amy Winehouse 
and the addictions that gradually undid 
her. But ill-fated stars have been around 
much longer, as evidenced in Burlington his head wrapped in bandages and his face 
playwright Seth Jarvis’ latest play, Icon, a bruised and swollen. "My God. you're an 


Next to it on a table is a small portrait of 
a gleaming Elizabeth Taylor. On the floor, 
another bottle of pills. 

Over it all, Frank Sinatra croons. 

A moment after the lights dim, Jarvis 
emerges from the pile of blankets as 
•ed silk robe, 


n show about 01 


Clift had e 


le Hollywood ugly audience,” he says dryly. “I doubt you 
original hot even exist. Hand me my drink, will you?” 

Over the next hour and change, Jarvis 
g for him: engages the audience in a boozy lament 
that is alternately silly and devastating. 
We quickly discover it's been a few weeks 
since 'the accident.” In 1956, Clift drove 
into a tree after leaving a 
party at Taylor’s. When 
they pulled him from 
the wreckage, he wasn’t 
breathing. It was Taylor, 
whom he calls "Bessie 
Mac." who reached into his 
throat to remove the two 
teeth lodged there. 

At the start of the play, 
Clift knows his fece is 
damaged but hasn't yet 
looked in the mirror. He 
wishes the crash had killed 
him. "I have no great love for 
this world, and I believe the 
feeling is mutual,” he says. 

It sounds depressing and it would be 
•ssary unbearable if Jarvis weren't so endearing. 
Sure, he does a lot of whining and moaning. 
But some of his complaints are so pathetic 
they're funny, such as his admission that 
ejected from the ai 


fierce talent, a brooding intensity on- 
screen and a swoon-worthy chiseled 
face. But he was ravaged by personal 
demons. Disgusted by 
a Hollywood that he 
believed had commodified 
him, and anguished over 
his sexuality, Clift turned 
to drugs and alcohol. His 

years after a horrific car 
accident disfigured his face 

— was called the longest 
suicide in history. 

Like many people under 

heard of Montgomery Clift, 
so in preparation for Jeon. I 
rented two of the four films 
for which he snagged Oscai 
A Place in the Sun and From Here 
Eternity. It wasn’t entirely 

- Jarvis' younger brother. Nathan, 
captivating onstage as Clift, whether 
not you get all the references. 

On-screen, Clift displays a power 
emotional restraint. Jarvis’ Clift is utterly of colitis. “Rejected for diarrhea," 
unrestrained. He has all the tragic 
brooding of on-screen Clift, as well as the 
charm - but, well, he’s drunk. And doped 
up on pills. Imagine the classic "strong, 
t type" turned chattier, gayer and 


JARVIS' CLIFT 
IS UTTERLY 
UNRESTRAINED. 

HEMLTHEIRACIC 
BROODING OF ON-SCREEN 
CUE!, AS BUB IRE 
CHARM — BOT. WELL, 


self-cc 


It’s clear before the play even begins 
that Clift has hit rock bottom. The small 
stage at Off Center for the Dramatic Arts 
has been transformed into a one-room 
apartment in disarray. The focal point is 
an unkempt bar littered with decanters, 
highballs and at least one bottle of pills. 
Beside it, a full-length mirror is flipped 
over to face the back wall, and someone 
is buried under the covers of a single bed. 


matter-of-faetiy. “How humiliating is that?” 
He waits a beat, then starts scratching his 
body. “I'm also itchy." he says. 

Jarvis’ timing is impeccable. In one 
segment, bemoaning the shallowness of 
Hollywood, he fantasizes about returning 
to the stage to play Hamlet He launches 
into die Dane's first soliloquy: 

"How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable, 
Seem to me all the uses of this world! 
Fie on’t! Ah fie! 'Tis an unweeded 
garden. 

That grows to seed; things rank and 
Possess it merely. That it should come 




Jarvis looks at the audience, and the 
spell is broken. “This is ridiculous!” he 
says and flops on the bed, defeated. A 
second later he asks, with Shakespearean 
gra vitas, “What, sweet liquor, have you 
abandoned me, too?" 

His glass is right beside him. "Oh,” he 
says when lie notices, and starts drinking 

In the program, director Chris Caswell 
notes that/con is "a play about the naturcof 
biography." And that's partly what makes 
it so relatable — who among us hasn't 
imagined how we will be remembered 
after we're gone? Clift compares himself 
to James Dean, who was killed in a horrific 
car accident ofhis own, a promising young 
actor snuffed out in spectacular fashion. 

Cliftk accident, he says, “didn’t become 
tragic until they learned I’d survived.” 
Imagining what people will say about the 
last 10 years ofhis life, he says, “All he ever 
did after the accident was keep on dying.” 

Which is, for the most part, precisely 
what happened. 

There’s one distraction in this 
otherwise powerful show; Throughout 
his monologue, Jarvis periodically sits 
on the edge of the set in a director's chair 
behind a red velvet rope. His tone of voice 
changes slightly - is he being interviewed 
by an imaginary biographer? Holding a 


fantasy press conference? It’s unclear why 
he's interrupting the intimate confessional, 
except perhaps to remind us that Clift 
wasn’t always strung out; that he was once 
a big-time celebrity who warranted a velvet 

There are some flabby moments in the 
storytelling but Jarvis cuts through them 
with a refreshing self-awareness. Just 
when you almost can't take any more of 
his moaning, he says, "Are you sick of me 
yet? As sick of me as 1 am?” 

Hardly. After seeing Icon, I watched 
From Here to Eternity and found myself 
wishing that the expressive Jarvis, not 
the stoic Clift, were playing the role of the 
doomed soldier Robert E. Lee Prewitt. Clift, 
who i n Icon accuses Hollywood of stri pping 
the soul from his movies, might have agreed 
that theater could convey Ills spark in a 
way those films couldn't ‘Theater is a vital 
art,” Jams tells us onstage. “Vital because 
it allows us to commune with the dead." ® 


B lcon, written by Seth Jarvis, directed 

Jarvis. Wednesday through Friday, March 
28-30. 8 p.m.: Saturday. March 31 2 and 
8 p.m. at Off Center for the Dramatic Arts in 
Burlington. S16-20. offcentervt.com 
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Mama’s Heart 

§ Rutland's new barbecue restaurant started low and slow 

> BY ALICE LEVITT 


9 Topical Storm Irene is respon- 

se I sible for many a heartwarming 
I restaurant rebirth story. Since 
^ B last year's floods, affected eat- 
5 eries from Waterburv to Brattleboro have 
g risen from the silt to reopen and thrive. 
£ Thanks to generous local donations, 
" even badly damaged Dot’s Restaurant in 
3 Wilmington will serve McDot Deluxes 
again by the end of die year. 

The story of Mama T’s Country 
5 Kitchen, while just as heartening, goes 
° differendy. Without Irene, the place 
| wouldn't exist. 

And diat would be a shame. Located 
in a former Quiznos on South Main 
Street in Rutland, Mama T’s may be die 
only place in Vermont where one can 


taste authentic Texas-style barbecue. 
Though compedtion-worthy ribs and 
tangy chopped brisket are the biggest 
sellers, owner Theresa House is just as 
much of an attraction. Her warm pres- 
ence graces each party that enters as she 
checks in to make sure diners are enjoy- 
ing her handiwork. 

The energy House invests in die 
venture is clearly diat of a woman who 
has arrived where she belongs. “Owning 
a restaurant wasn’t my dream. No, my 
dream is to feed people,” says the native 
of Hondo, Texas. "My husband is a big 
guy - he's my poster child. I told him, 
■We really need a restauranL so I can 
feed somebody besides you before I kill 


House says she and her husband, 
Eric, have had two goals throughout 
their 27-year marriage to move to 
Vermont “someday” and to open a res- 
tauranL “We wanted somewhere with 
four seasons, a cooler temperature and 
abundant water,” House explains. 

Sue years ago in Texas, House, known 
to diose close to her as “T" or “Mama 
T," returned home from work and asked 
Eric, “Is it someday?” He answered yes, 
and the pair began searching for Vermont 
jobs. They both found work in Rutland 
and packed up their two children, dog 
and bird for a cross-country drive. 

They set aside their second goal of 
opening a restaurant. It would take six 
years — and one natural disaster — to put 


them back on that path. “God is good," 
says Theresa House. 

When Irene hiL Eric House was 
working at the six-man Rutland office of 
die Vermont Agency of Transportation, 
where he'd been since 2006, despite a 
brush with death shortly after his arrival 
in Vermont due to a burst blood vessel 
in his brain. On August 29, 2011, he re- 
ceived an email telling him not to risk 
reporting to work, because he was not 
emergency person neL 

But the Houses didn’t stay at home. 
They loaded up their barbecue pit with 
hot dogs and hamburgers and brought 
them to the recovery crew, along with 
coleslaw and potato salad. Gil Newbury, 
then-commander of the Rutland Region 
Incident Command Center, was so im- 
pressed diat he asked the family to make 
their grub a weekly treat for emergency 
workers. 

“Even in the middle of a disaster, 
even with the intensity of helping 
people, that [food] got [the workers] to 
stop," Newbury says of the barbecue 
meals. “I just thought I’d died and gone 
to heaven. After my second plateful, I 
said to [Theresa], “Why aren’t you guys 
doing this for a business?'” 

“Right off the bat, he started call- 
ing me Mom,” remembers Theresa 
House of Newbury. “He said, ’Mom, 
that was really good; I think we need 
to do this every Friday.' I said, ’Oh, do 
we?’ [Newbury] knew he had to keep up 
morale. He knew it would be a long, hard 

Before long Erk' House was tasked 
with driving FEMA officials around the 
state. Newbury, disappointed, assumed 
dial meant the end of meal delivery, but 
“Mom” had other plans. “I said, 'What 
do we need Eric for?"' recalls House. She 
told Newbury that, after 27 years of mar- 
riage, she had learned her way around a 
barbecue pit. 

Theresa House and die couple's 
23-year- old daughter, Cymberlee 
Prencipe, took leaves of absence from 
their jobs and got cooking. Armed with 
a brand-new mobile kitchen and a busi- 
ness permit, the pair prepared as many 
as 215 breakfasts and lunches for recov- 
ery workers each day. 
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II side dishes 

I I BY CORIN HIRSCH & ALICE LEVITT 


Meat’s 
the Thing 


The local-meat movement is 
taking another giant leap for- 
ward, this time on Vermont’s 
right bank. Wholesaler black 
river produce has bought 
an ailing former ice cream 
plant in North Springfield 
and will transform it into a 
meat-processing center by 
this summer. 

The move is designed 
to meet exploding demand 
for Vermont-grown meat - 
Black River did $5 million in 
meat sales last year — as well 
as open markets to farmers 
seeking to venture into meat 
production, says co-owner 
mark curran. "People are 
definitely much more tuned 
in to where their meat is 
coming from." 

Locally raised lamb, 
beef, pork and venison will 
be trimmed, packaged and 
stored at the new facility, 
says Curran, and the new 
space will enable the com- 
pany to sell more varied cuts, 
as well as bring more farmers 
into the mix. “There's a lot 
ofpastureland in Vermont, 
and some dairy farmers 
who aren’t happy with their 
income from milk,” Curran 
says. “This has been the 
goal for so many producers 
in the state. Now that they 
see we're making a sizable 
investment, people can start 
planning [growth]." 

That view was echoed 
by tom biggs, Black River’s 
local meat buyer, who began 
its meat program four years 
ago and calls the increasing 
demand a “meat surge.” 

“This is a chance for every- 
one to start growing to the 
next level," he says. “Vermont 
is a brand in its own self, and 
my goal is to keep this brand 
growing strong.” 

The roughly 40,000- 
square- foot building has seen 
life as both a bens, jerry's 
factory and the headquarters 


of Ellsworth Ice Cream, but 
had fallen into disrepair in 

A falling roof and gutted 
interior didn’t daunt Black 

Curran expects the total 
investment to be around SI 
million, with 10 jobs cre- 
ated off the bat and a likely 
expansion into cured meats 
in coming years. The plant 
won't do any slaughtering 
he adds. 

What it will do is enable 
the company to meet chefs' 
need for consistency of 
cuts, says sean buchanan. 
Black River's business- 
development manager and a 
professional chef. “They’re 
really looking for consistent 
animals, for a 
pork loin tliafs 
the same size 
every week." 

The retail 
side is poised to 
grow, too. “The 
early projection 
is that die real 
growth is going 

people looking 
to get local 
products easily." Buchanan 


Flatbread 
& Fiddlehead 


For a few mondis, the sign 
proclaiming “Beer and 
Pizza" over the door of 6305 
Shelburne Road was only 
half true. While fiddlehead 
brewing opened in January, 
the owner of flatbread eatery 
found's pizza was still putting 
the finishing touches on his 
wood-fired pizzeria. 

Last week, John koerner 
finally fired up the oven 
and threw open the doors 
of Folino's, a 2000-square- 
foot,18-seat space adjacent 
to Fiddlehead. 


Baking and Roasting 

GOURMET SANDWICH SHOP OPENS IN BURLINGTON 
After much anticipation and a three-month wait since 
the initial announcement, Burlingtonians will have 
a new sandwich spot on April 4. stacks sandwiches 
opens that day at the comer of Pearl Street and North 
Winooski Avenue in the space vacated by Vermont 
Sandwich Company at the end of 2011. 

Sandwiches are about the only diing the two busi- 
nesses have in common. Stacks owners jooi whalen 
and phl merrick of august frst are bringing their local, 
handmade ethos to the new venture, open seven days 
a week from 11 a.m. to 9 pjn. They’ll bake their 12-inch 
seeded sub rolls daily at August First and deliver diem 
by bike. 

The sandwiches include basics, such as turkey and 
ham with Swiss (fancied up with Cajun turkey and 
applewood-smoked ham), plus big-city-style Italian 
subs. Vegans have nothing to worry about. “I do a lot of 
Indian cixiking at home, and Indian spices really lend 
themselves well to a base like chickpeas,” says Whalen. 
That principle yields an Indian-style sandwich with 
spiced chickpea spread, pickled cucumbers, roasted 
peppers and cilantro chutney. Vegheads looking for 
something hot but not spicy can try the broccoli rabe 

slow-roasted with garlic 
and Italian spices, then 
topped with provolone 
and mayo. 

But they'll have 
to pass up Stacks’ 
“famous roasted meats." 
Porchetta consists of 
slow-roasted pork from 

VERMONT FAMILY FARMS. 

served with the afore- 
mentioned broccoli 
rabe and sharp provo- 
lone. Chicago- style Italian roast beef has antibiotic-free 
meat smothered in jus and topped with peppers. 

The Cubano is Stacks' most innovative sandwich. 
Instead ofbeing piled with ham and pickles, the local 
pork shoulder, rubbed with cumin seeds and garlic, is 
stuffed with them and layered with mustard and Swiss. 
“We were inspired by cooking roasted meats at home 
using moily stevens' cookbook [All About Roasting ] ," 
explains Whalen. “When you slow-roast meat, it just 
pulls out all the flavor." 

For now, most of Stacks' business will be takeout, 
though diners are welcome to stand at counters made 
from upcycled wood from an Addison County barn. 

They can also settle in with a brew and a Stacks sub 
at the other place, a few doors down, dianks to a deal 
between the owners. By summer, Whalen hopes to have 
outdoor seadng. 

And she has thought about her clientele. “One of our 
philosophies here is, the next generation, the ones in 
college now, are the ‘flavor-burst generation,'" Whalen 
posits. “This generation of kids grew up with Extreme 
flavor Doritos and all of the big flavors. We’re all paying 
attention to that." She hopes Stacks' big flavors will soon 
be drawing big crowds. 
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Mama’s Heart « 3ll 

By late October, the workers had dis- 
persed, and tile state decided to end the 
meal program. It was a mixed blessing. 
Though it meant neighbors affected by 
flooding were getting back on their feet, 
crew members were going to miss one 
very important part of the lifestyle to 
which diey'd grown accustomed. 

"All the crews kept coming to us 
saying ‘How are we going to get your 
food?'" House recalls. “I told diem, 
■We're going to open a restaurant' I 
looked at my husband, and he said, 'I 
guess it's time.’" 

The defunct Quiznos proved the 
perfect spot for the business: easily ac- 
cessible, bright and set up for the steam- 
table service of a barbecue joint 


a 12-ounce drink from the case and 
choice of any homemade dessert for 
$11.75. 

The chopped beef brisket outsells the 
sliced, unsauced version, says House. 
Though the latter lias a pleasant puff of 
smoke, it’s clear why die chunky, saucy 
version is more popular. The secret is in 
the “Moose sauce." 

There's only one kind of barbecue 
sauce at Mama T's, and House learned 
the recipe from her father when she 
was 12 years old. It shares her maiden 
name - and her warmth. The six- 
ingredient sauce is served hot to keep 
it from chilling the food on which it's 
dabbed or dumped. By diis summer, 
“Mama" hopes to bottle it and sell it 




Eric House wouldn't hear of an out- 
door pit He didn't want his wife and 
daughter running outside to turn meat 
during a blizzard — not a concern back 
in Hondo. Instead, the family purchased 
the smallest indoor smoker they could 
find. Theresa House fills it with between 
20 and 40 racks of ribs a day, but says it 
can accommodate up to 75. 

It can be tough for nonlocals to spot 
Mama T's. Located on Rudand’s fast- 
food-speckled “miracle mile," it doesn't 
yet boast a big sign. Windows are 
painted with the restaurant's name and 
wheat-sheaf-decorated logo. A banner 
out front promises “Real Texas BBQ, 
Done Low & Slow," but diose are the 
only hints of the wonders within. 

Once inside, diners line up at the 
counter to choose their meals. The 
simple posted menu consists of po'boy 
sandwiches, daily soups and combo 
meals, all almost comically inexpensive. 
The priciest dish is the No. 3 combo, 
which includes three meats, two sides, 


at the restaurant She won't distribute 
beyond the store, to avoid having to add 
preservatives. 

Ribs are slowly eclipsing die brisket’s 
popularity, and widi reason. The meaty 
baby-backs would handily withstand 
barbecue-competition judging The soft 
juicy meat clings to the bone but pulls 
away with ease. Just a hint of smoke 
enrobes the dry rub. A dip in Moose 
sauce adds a powerful punch of vinegar 
calmed by sweet tomato and onion. 

The rest of the sauce's ingredients are 
asecret So is the typeof wood House uses 
in the smoker (she hints diat it’s not usu- 
ally available in Vermont) and the cheese 
in Prencipe's gobble-worthy macaroni 
and cheese. Whatever is in it, the dish is 
creamy, yellow Americana on a plate, so 
addictive diat some customers have come 
to refer to it as “crack and cheese." 

Since opening at die end of last year, 
die spot has quickly earned a slew of 
regulars, including police officers and 
employees at nearby Dick’s Sporting 
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Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
The shuttering of Bangkok 
Bistro on Church Street came 
as a shock to many diners on 
die last day of 20U. But the 
popular eatery lias returned 
in a Bangkok minute — liter- 
ally. The owners of Bangkok 
Bistro announced on 
Facebook that BANGKOK minute 
Thai cafe will open on April 6 
at 2403 Shelburne Road. 

The location is a familiar 
one to the team. The build- 
ing, most recently home to 
Kong Chow, was Bangkok 
Bistro Thai Steakhouse from 
2006 to 2007. Last Monday, 
die place showed few signs 
of life, and die owners 
did not return emails or 
Facebook messages. Their 
Facebook page describes 
Bangkok Minute as "a new- 
age, trendy Thai restaurant 
with a cafe atmosphere.” It 
also promises a grand open- 
ing with free appetizers, an 
extensive menu including old 


favorites and new additions, 
and lots of martinis. 


Fans of the "kick-3ss burg- 
ers” at the blue donkey in 
Stowe have something to 
look forward to. According 
to co-owner kim kaufman, 
she and her husband, jim 
goldsmith, will be opening 
a steakhouse as soon as 
Christmastime. “We're 
going to be fine dining,” says 
Kaufman. “We’re planning 
on an upscale steakhouse 
with a bar with really good 
wines and bourbons for 
grownups.” Blue Donkey 

chef KERMIT MELENDEZ will 
leave his post to create the 
menu at die new, as-yet- 
unnamed eatery. 

“He's really, truly a chef, 
and at the Donkey he doesn’t 
get to exercise his skills," says 
Kaufman. We’re sure he’ll 
kick ass. 


□ Follow us on Twitter for thelatest food gossip! 

Corin Hlrsch: «>latesupper Allc* Levitt: (Paliceeats 



Part of his vision was 
keeping service minimal and 
die vibe relaxed: Customers 
order dieir Hath reads at a 
long counter and watch the 
pie take shape before it's 
slid into die 800-degree 
oven, from which it emerges 
blistered and bubbling 
three minutes later. Then 
they can carry the pie back 
to their table and grab a 
drink or salad from a nearby 
refrigerator. 


Sharing 
the menu 
with the stan- 
dard cheese, 
Margherita 
and pepperoni 

imaginative 

bacon and 
leeks: curry 
shrimp and 
Italian let- 
tuce; scallops, 
bacon and 
lemon zest. 
For now, 
an iceberg- 
wedge salad with buttermilk 
ranch dressing is the sole 
non-flatbread option, and 
customers can grab chilled 
glasses from the fridge in 
which to pour dieir own 
beer or wine. Koerner quips 
that Folino’s is “BYOF” - 
bring your own Fiddlehead 
growler from next door. 
There’s wine across the 
street at shelburne vineyard. 


Goods, where Prendpe's husband, Matt, 
works as a gun expert Jim Schneider of 
Shrewsbury says he can barely enumer- 
ate all the reasons he hops on his motor- 
cycle for frequent pilgrimages to Mama 
T’s. “I love barbecue, and they do it right,” 
he explains. “It has a great smoked flavor, 
and diey make theirown barbecue sauce, 
which is delicious. It’s very, very reason- 
able and really, really good.” 

It's not just brisket and ribs that 
make it worth a trip. Chicken quarters 
are smoky and moist retaining a crisp 
skin despite their wait in die steam 
tray. Turkey breast is just north of fall- 
apart tender, with a liberal wash of 
smoke and a crispy skin of its own. It's 
available plain or in homemade turkey 
gravy. 

The newest addition to the menu is 
German- style sausage that Mama T im- 
ports from Texas and smokes herself. It’s 
great with Prencipe's macaroni or with 
creamy pinto beans. The coleslaw is 
mayonnaise based without added sugar, 
so the fresh, crunchy cabbage and car- 
rots are the dominant flavors. 


Prendpe, her mother's second-in- 
command, makes all the desserts. They 
include Mama’s own recipe for cream- 
cheese pie, a confection somewhere 
between cheesecake and a light mousse. 
Prencipe prefers it with cherries, while 
House is more likely to eat it with 

OWNING A RESTAURANT 
WASN'T MV DREAII.NO. 

MY DREAM IS 
TO FEED PEOPLE. 

THERESA HOUSE 

blueberries. Apple cobbler is more like 
a dense, moist cake filled with sweet, 
cinnamon-flavored apples. A single serv- 
ing, included with each meal, overflows 
a small plastic container. Portions of 
pecan pie, pineapple upside-down cake 
and brownies aresimilarly hearty. Mama 
T’s sells whole pies, too. 


House and Prencipe aren't die only 
family members who staff die restau- 
rant. Both of dieir husbands frequently 
join them when diey’re done with dieir 
day jobs. The Houses’ son, Evan, works 
at Mama T’s, too, along with two of his 
longtime friends whom his modier calls 
her "adopted children.” 

Eric House’s fadier made his own 
contribution to the business: After he 
passed away last June, Mama T's was 
funded entirely by the inheritance. 
House says she hopes the restaurant will 
be her legacy to her own children. 

“You hear on ‘Diners, Drive-ins and 
Dives’ [on the Food Network] about 
mom-and-pop places that have been 
in business for 50 or 60 years, and now 
die children and grandchildren are run- 
ning it. That's what we want to be," says 
Mama T with a broad smile. "And we 
will know diat we’ve made it when Guy 
Fieri conies through the door." ® 


n Mama T's Country Kitchen. 245 South 
UMam Street Rutland. 353-6262. 
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A Market 
Resurrected 

How the Woodstock Farmers' Market was reborn after Irene 



■■ ■■ verything happens as it 
does because the universe 
is as it is." Twelve years 
ago, the owners of the 
Woodstock Farmers' Market began 
printing their signature T-shirts with 
that sentence, its letters encircling n 
yin-yang symbol formed by a fish and 
eggplant. Back then, they had no way 
of knowing how prescient those words 
were. On Saturday, August 27, 2011, 
the year-round grocery was a bustling 
business on track to eclipse the 
previous year’s record of $4.5 million 
in sales. By dusk the next day, the 
building was trashed and seemingly 
ruined, covered in muck from the five 
feet of river water that had coursed 
through its rooms - courtesy of 
Tropical Storm Irene. 

“We'd had the best month we'd 
ever had in July,” recalls co-owner 
Patrick CrowL He's headed the market 
since 1992, when it was bringing in 
about $400,000 in annual sales. Last 
spring, staff built an extension on die 
west side of die building, expanding 
it by a quarter. It opened on June 19, 
its new cooler and shelves brimming 
with wines, cheese, syrup, crackers and 
cookies. “Then it just ground to a halt,” 
says CrowL “When the wheels come off, 
the wheels come off hard.” 

On normal days, the Ottauquechee 
River curves gracefully behind die 
market as a grayish-green riffle at die 
bottom of a 20-foot bank. During Irene, 
it became a raging beast that shaved die 
asphalt from the market's parking lot, 
engul fed and swelled the post-and-beam 
structure, and left behind breathtaking 
ruin. Everything below the waterline 
was slathered in mud. Jars and shelves 
and heavy steel worktables were tangled 
in a way that suggested a giant had 
picked up the entire place and slammed 
it down again. 

Yet the market came back from this 
devastation in less than three months — 
a testament to the devotion of the people 
who work (45 at die time of the storm) 
and shop there. 


Looking at the grim photographs 
taken inside the market after die 
storm, it’s hard to fathom where its 
staff even began to rebuild. But Crowl 
says they were blessed, in a way: The 
building itself remained sound. “Like 
most Vermonters, we all analyzed 
the situation for what it was and kept 
emotions out of it," he says. "Whether 
that was healthy or not” 

Crowl says it was “never a question" 
whether they would rebuild. “You have 
to carry on. It was ‘strap your boots on 
and come up with a plan and stick to 

The first step was to gut the place, 
chipping away at destruction that 
Crowl calls “stunning." A core group 
of staffers, volunteers and business 
partners “kept die pedal to the metal,” 
he says. 


But they wondered how to pay 
for such a steep recovery, especially 
when so many others had been hit so 
hard. Fortunately, the market carried 
insurance through FEMA's National 
Flood Insurance Program, and a 
month after the storm, a $100,000 
loan from the Vermont Economic- 
Development Authority (VEDA) 
arrived. The partners remortgaged die 
building and held a flood sale to unload 
nonperishable goods that hadn’t been 
damaged. 

Still, a significant gap remained 
between what they had and what they 
needed. 

Putting their heads together with 


More food after the 
classified section. wge4i 






- Continued from before the classifieds « 


volunteers and customers, the owners lacking key pieces of equipment and 
came up with the idea of prepaid infrastructure. 

shopping cards - Irene Cards - that Even now, with die fish counter up 
could be redeemed when the market and running, the deli case full, and the 
reopened. The cards offered a IS percent shelves piled high, Crowl says that if 
discount to anyone who purchased you look hard, you’ll notice gaps — 
-e than $1000 in advance. such as the absence of a dry bakery 


“We’i 


' still i 



you HAVE 10 CARRY ON. 


GOME UP WITH A PLAN AND STICK TDIT' 


PATRICK CROWL 


there,” he concedes. “Right 
now, we're starting to put a 
budget together. We should 
have done that months ago. For 
a long time, though, it was all 
hands on deck.” 

The market is gradually 
reclaiming its niche, 
connecting with customers 
and farmers — some of whose 
operations remain offline after 
the flood — and making plans. 
Morrisville’s Rock Art Brewery 
will brew a signature beer for 
the market this summer, and 
Vermont Farmstead Cheese 
will use that ale for a special 
cheese. Executive chef Lisa 
Battilana and chef Michelle 
Lee's prepared foods are as 
scrumptious as ever; on a 
recent day, they included rich 
wine- braised short ribs, a tangy 
lentil salad studded with feta, 
and sugar-snap peas in a lemon- 
herb butter. Locals snapped up 
the house-baked pear-almond 
tarts, oversized cookies and 
pear-blueberry muffins. 

The effects of a three-mondi 
closure and interruption in 
farmer and client relationships 
linger, though. “It’s like 9/11. 
It’s just not die same. People's 
patterns were destroyed when 
we were closed," says Crowl, 
implying that some customers 
drifted elsewhere. He keeps 
They sold like proverbial hotcakes. the damage in perspective: “You know 
One of the purchasers was Jim Bryan, what? We just lost stuff. A lot of people 
a part-time Woodstock resident who’d around here lost homes.” 
been going to the market for IS years 
and seen firsthand how sales of prepaid 
cards helped New Orleans businesses with diem during the first few months. 


reopen. “I think a community defines being proactive with loans. 



itselfby its food, and I think the Farmers' Yet i 


for local food. It’s also a nucleus for the 
community, a place to see friends and 
neighbors.” 

The Irene Cards eventually raised 
$400,000. “It was helpful to have 
the cash, and it was helpful for our 
sanity," notes Crowl. On November 
19. the market reopened, albeit 


great, but you have t< 
make your own magic," Crowl says. ® 



the hard work and 


Market defines Woodstock in a number dedication of staff and locals that 
of ways," says Bryan. “It’s the place to go ultimately brought the market back. 



’ -ISflT BOJ 

DASBIERHAUSVT.COM — 802.881.0600 









calendar 

MARCH 28-APRIL 4. 2012 


WED. 28 


Burlington, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, melly- 
bock#gmail.com. 


activism 

DONT FRACK VERMONT: Panelists Bill 

Glnny Lyons provide Information on the practice 
of hydraulic fracturing for natural gas— and 
how to stop it In Vermont before It starts — at a 
community forum. Governor's Ballroom. Capitol 
Plaza. Montpelier. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 223- 

of the Occupy Movement lust days before 
President Obama's vlsltto Vermont Room L403, 
Lafayette Hall. UVM. Burlington. 7 pm, Free, Info. 
309-4824. 

agriculture 

TECHNIQUES & TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL PLANT 
PROPAGATION: Green thumbs discuss grow- 
ing methods with Garden of Seven Gables' 

Joann Darling. Vermont Center for Integrative 
Herbalism Montpelier. 6-8 p,m. SIO-12: preregis- 
ter. Info. 224-7100, i nfoiffvtherbcenter.org. 

comedy 

IMPRO V NIGHT : Fun-loving participants play 
"Whose Line Is It Anyway?'-style games in an en- 
couraging environment. Spark Arts. Burlington, 
8-10 p.m.SS suggested donation. Info. 373-4703. 

community 

TROPICAL STORM IRENE SUPPORT GROUP: 

Residents build community while sharing 
stories, learning coping methods and supporting 

Info. 279-8246. 

crafts 

MAKE STUFF! Defunct bicycle parts become 

Bike Recycle Vermont Burlington. 6-9 p.m. Free. 
Info. 264-9687. 

dance 

GUIDED ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICA Buenos 

SACRED CIRCLE DANCING: No experience and 
no partners are necessary for these steps to 
gentle, slow International music. Last half hour 
Is reserved for more challenging moves. Suitable 


etc. 

UVM INTERNATIONAL JOBS & CAREERS NIGHT: 

Director of global and regional studies Luis 
Vivancoand panelists discuss finding mean- 
ingful employment overseas Room 419. Llvak 
Room. Davis Center. UVM. Burlington 7-8:30 p.m 


film 

BLADE RUNNER: Ridley Scott's clone-tastic 
I982sd-fi thriller stars Harrison Ford as a cop 
In charge of wrangling a few stray "replicants' 
who have invaded Earth. Roger H. Perry Hall. 
Champlain College Burlington. S:4S-9 p.m. Free. 
Info. 860 -2700. 

DAVID COPPER FIELD': In celebration of Charles 


Cukor s 1935 film adaptation, which brims with 
an all-British cast and social criticism. Spaulding 
Auditorium Hopkins Center, Dartmouth College. 
Hanover. N.H.. 7 p.m. S5-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 

DECLARATION OF WAR: Their names may be 


p.m & 5:30 p.m, $4-7. Info. 748-2600. 

■LITTLE SPARROWS': Threeslstersstruggleto 
deal with their mother's breast cancer and their 
fleeting time together In Yu-Hsiu Camille Cherts 
Australian drama. Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 

THE ARTIST': A silent-movie star and a dancer 
face the arrival oftalkies In Michel Hazanavlcius' 
black-and-white and mostly silenL love letter 
to 1920s Hollywood. Catamount Arts Center. 


health & fitness 

TUNG TAI CHI CHUAN: Madeleine Piat-Landolt 
offersinstruction In theprtnciples and practice 
of this civil and martial art with empha- 
sis on its benefits to well-being. McClure 
MulUGeneratlonal Center. Budington. 5:30-7 
pm S15. Info, 453-3690. 

kids 


convene for playtime and sharing. Dorothy Ailing 
Memonal Ubrary, Wllllston 10:30 a.m.-noon, 
Free: preregister. Info. 658-3659. 






LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 

ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE OUE IN WRITING AT NOON ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION, 
FI ND OUR CONVENI ENT FORM AT: SEVENOAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT. 


YOU CAN ALSO EMAIL U 5 AT CALENDAR»SEVENOAYS VT.COM. 
SPECIFIC LOCATION. TIME COST AND CONTACT PHONE N UMBER. 


® C 


E. DEPENDING ONCOST AND OTHER FACTORS CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS MAY BE LISTED 

IN EITHER THE CALENDAR OR THE CLASSES SECTION. WHEN APPROPRIATE CLASSORGANIZERS 


BE ASKED TO PURCHASE A CLASS LI! 



Won’t You 
Take Me to 
Hungrytown? 


Songcrafters Rebecca Hall and 
Ken Anderson may seem to be 
something of reverse engineers 
of today’s Americana. The 
married musical duo behind 
Vermont folk outfit Hungrytown 
recall times long past with no- 
frills ballads — but don’t let their 
retro ways trick you into thinking 
they're not bringing anything 
new to the scene. Showing 

stunning strength in storytelling Saturday. March 31. 7p.m. at First 
and multi-instrumentalism — Universalist Parish in Derby Line. $10: $2 for 
Anderson plays everything from desse 't- Info. 873-3563. luuderbyline@gmail. 
accordion to glockenspiel to 
percussion — the pair span the 

emotional spectrum in songs sometimes achingly sad. other times as bright as 
a country anthem. Old-fashioned is in style these days; with Hungrytown at 
the helm, it’s easy to understand why. 


HUNGRYTOWN 


MAR.30C31MUSIC 


On the Road Again 

For several years. Peter Mulvey has gotten to all the gigs on his fall tours solely 
by bicycle. The gravelly voiced guitarist, who cut his teeth playing full time in 
Boston subways, gets around on his new album The Good Stuff, too. Released on 
Tuesday. March 27. the unconventional collection of standards brings together 
musical greats separated by era and genre, but not purpose. Tom Waits, Duke 
Ellington, Jolie Holland, Willie Nelson ... “To my ear, they're the same in that 
they’re always trying to write a timeless song.” Mulvey has explained. Travel 
through full-swing quintets and 
sparse trios alike as he makes 
two Vermont stops this week. 

PETER MULVEY 

Friday. March 30. 7:30 pm. at 
UVM Recital Hall In Burlington. 
Preperformance talk with the 
artist 6:30 pm. $20-25. Info. 656- 
4455. uvm.edu/laneseries 
Saturday. March 31. 8 pm, 
at Vermont Arts Exchange at 
the Sage Street Mill In North 
Bennington. $18-22. Info. 442- 
5549. vtartxchange.org 





IMG 31 


The Whitest Kids U Know 


Paul Zaloom can see the future, and by 2040, he'll be part of the 
American Caucasian minority. At least that’s the premise of his latest 
solo comic extravaganza. White Like Me: A Honky Dory Puppet Show. 

An eye-catching collision 


WHITE LIKE ME: A HONKY 
DORY PUPPET SHOW' 

Friday. March 30. and Saturday. Man., . ... ,. , ... „ 

31. 8 p.-n„ at FlynnSpace In Burlington. about be,nB whlte 30(1 u P l « ht ’ 
S21-25.lnfo.863-5966.flynntlx.org Zaloom has said. The political 
satirist first recounts the history 
of "whiteness" - which began on planet Caucazoid - by using 
and dolls. Next he voices a ventriloquist dummy who re; 
inappropriately — to stats about the changing nature of race in An 
We did mention it’s a satire, right? 



T he Second City is the troupe that's launched a thousand faces — or, well, at least a couple dozen really famous ones. To name-drop just a few, 
Tina Fey. Stephen Colbert and Bill Murray all honed their craft with the long-standing comedy theater. So while you may not be familiar with 
its current members, chances are you will someday. There are certainly enough of them: Cast members perform seven days a week at stages 
in Chicago and Toronto, and 11 touring ensembles cover even more ground. The Laugh Out Loud tour, hitting Stowe on Saturday, culls 50-plus years 
of funny political and satirical sketches and songs — and the day's news headlines could inspire additional unscripted material. 

THE SECOND CITY 

Saturday, March 31. 8 p.m., at Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center. Stowe Mountain Resort. $35. Info, 760-4634. sprucepeakarts.org 



calendar 


CHESS CLUB: King defenders practice castling 
and various opening gambits with volunteer 
Robert Nichols. Kellogg- Hubbard Library. 
Montpelier, 5:30 p.m. Free. Info, 223-3338. 
ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: Children and their 
adult caregivers immerse themselves In singing 

Falls. 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP Youngsters entertain 

time. Bent Northrop Memorial Library. Fairfield. 
10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: Good listeners giggle 
and wiggle to age-appropriate lit.Highgate 
Public Library, 11:15 a.m. -12:15 p.m. Free. Info. 
868-3970, 

HOGWARTS REAOING SOCIETY: Potterheads 
and others fascinated by the fantasy genre 
discuss Polly Shulman's The Grimm Legacy. Ilsley 
Public Library. Middlebury, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. 
InTo. 388-4097. 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Ti ny gourmands handle 
veggies, herbs, chicken and puff pastry as they 
bake up their own chicken pot pies. Healthy 
Living South Burlington, 3:30-4:30 p.m. S20 per 
child: free for an accompanying adult: preregls- 




Dorothy Ailing Memonal Library. Wllliston. 
3-3:45 p.m. Free: preregister. Info. 878-4918. 
MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK GROUP: Passionate 
readers recount their favorite works. Fletcher 
Free Library. Burlington. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. 

MIDDLEBURY BABIES & TODDLERS STORY 

HOUR: Children develop eady-literacy skills 
through stories, rhymes and songs. Ilsley Public 
Library. Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 
388-4097. 

MONTGOMERY PLAYGROUP: Little ones exer- 


MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: Two- to 
5-year-olds Jam out to rock-and-roll and world- 
beat tunes, Fletcher Free Library. Burlington. 
11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 865-7216, 


PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Tots ages 3 to 5 read 
picture books, play with puppets and domath 



Rainbow, a friendly Newfoundland and regis- 
tered therapy pooch Fairfax Community Library, 
3:30-5:30 p.m. Free: preregister for a IS-mlnute 
timeslot. Info. 849-2420. 


language 

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP: Parla Italiano? 
A native speaker leads a language practice for all 
ages and abilities. Room 101. St. Edmund’s Halt 
SL Mlchaeli College. Colchester. 7-9 p.m. Free. 
Info. 899-3869. 


music 

FARMERS NIGHT CONCERT SERIES: Continuing 

the Panhand lersoffer Caribbean steel drum- 
ming. Vermont Statehouse. Montpelier, 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info. 800-322-5616. aclarksonffleg. 

PAUL BARIBEAU. SPRAYNARD, TRAPPER 
KEEPER, THE ACOUSTIC SET. FOR TH E KID IN 
THE BACK. MARCO POLIO Bands from as far ^ 

acoustic folk, pop-punk and do wner jams at an 
all -ages concert. The ROTA Studio and Gallery. 
Plattsburgh. N.Y.7 p.m. S5. Info, 518-314-9872. 


VALLEY NIGHT: Mind the Gap grace the lounge 
with folk trios. Big Picture Theater & Cafe. 
Waitsfield. 6 p.m. S5 suggested donation. Info, 
496-8994. 


|N EVENING ABOUT VERMONT YAMtEE 


Jaqulth Public Library. Marshfield, 7 p.m. Free 
lnfo.426-3581.jaqulthpubllclibraryffgmall.com. 
CLAUDIA SAHM: The economist with the Board 
of Governors of the Fed eral Reserve Board puts 
two and two together In 'Income Expectations 
and Consumer Spending." Pomerleau Alumni 
Center. St. Michaers College Colchester, 4 p.m. 
Free Info. 654-2536. 

CONVERSATIONS SERIES: ROBOTICS & 
HUMANITY Moderator Fran Stoddard explores 
technology, spirit and art with John Abeie of 
Boston Scientific Corporation and FIRST (For 


THU. 29 

agriculture 

LUNCH AND LEARN. Ar 

the basics of bulbs, anc 


i Whitman runs through 


business 

FRANKLIN-REGION CAREER/JOB EXPO: More 
than 60 area businesses and agencies network 
with would-be employees. Collins-Perley Sports 
Complex, SL Albans, noon-5 p.m. Free. Info, 

MASTERMIND GROUP MEETING: Big dreamers 
build a supportive network as they try to realize 
business goals in an encouraging environment. 
Best Western Waterbury-Slowe. 4-5:30 p.m. 
Free. info. 244-7822. 


falls in love along the way - in Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet’s 2001 Oscar winner. Room 101. Cheray 
Science Hall, St. Michaers College. Colchester, 8 
p-m, Free. Info. 654-2536. 

DARKER SHADE OF GREEN: REDD ALERT & THE 
FUTURE OF OUR FORESTS’: This sharp, smart 

Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD |. 
Vermont Workers’ Center, Burlington. 6-9 p.m. 
Donations accepted. Info. 919-819-3875, 
•DECLARATION OF WAR 1 : See WED.28. 5:30 pm 
MISS REPRESENTATION’ Former Vermont 
governor Madeleine Kunin and WPTZ TV anchor 


eenlngof 




coverage — or lack thereof — of American wome 
in positions of power and influence. Vermont 
Commons School. South Burlington 6-8 p.m. 


Shelburne, 4-5 p.m. Fr 


ling to tel 


•angelr: 


JIM & AMY CAFFRY: Parents of a sonwlth 
autism share their experiences with advocacy 
in Vermont as well as Ideas for creative living 
and housing options. Vermont Family Network. 

LZ GR ANDERSON: I n 'Dare You to Move.’ the 
openly gay sports journalist recounts his journey 
from poverty, physical abuse and gang culture, 
McCarthy Arts Center. St. Michaels College. 
Colchester.7 p.m. Free. Info, 654-2536. 
VERMONT'S ENERGY FUTURE: Mary Powell 


Bakery, BennlngtonS p.m. Free. Info. 

3/9-3929. 

crufts 

BRING AN OUTDATED LAMP BACK TO LIFE: 

Simple decoupage techniques, shared by 
Salvage Secrets: Transforming Reclaimed 
Materials Into Design Concepts author Joanne 
PalmBano, brighten up light sources past their 
prime. Flying Pig Bookstore. Shelburne. 6:30 
p.m. S10: prereglster.lnfo, 985-3999. 


prograr 

most fantastic healing claims. A dialogue on 
faiUi and science follows. A2020ld Mill Annex 
University ofVermonL Burlington, 5:30-7 p.m. 
Free: preregister. Info. 656-2085, 

THE ARTIST’: See WED.28. 7:30 p.m. 

food & drink 

PHARMA FOODIE: FOODS FOR GRACEFUL 
AGING Folks explore the culinary "pharmacy to 
find antl-aglng Ingredients to boost longev- 
ity and increase metabolic functions. Recipes 


in "Diversify and Decentralize: Green Mountain 
Power's View of the Future.' North lounge 
Billings Hall, UVM, Burlington, 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info, 656-4389. 


ICON'. Once a Hollywood star in the highest 

playwright Seth Jarvis’ latest theatrical work, 
which explores forces of celebrity, ambition 
sexuality and more. Off Center for the Dramatic 
Arts. Burlington 8 p.m. S16-20. Info. 863-5966. 
RED’: In 1958 New York, abstract expressionist 


296-7000. 

THE MIRACLE WORKER - : Left blind, deaf and 
mute by an illness In Infancy, young Helen Kelle 


words 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: CHARLES 
DICKENS. 1812-2012’: Readers review Dav 


Burlington. 7:30 p.m, Free. Info. 865-7211. 

DINE & DISCUSS POTLUCK SERIES. All-American 
cuisine accompanies a literary gab about John 
Steinbeck’s Travels With Charley: In Search 

6-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. B7B-6955. 

PAINTED WORD POETRY SERIES: A series high- 
lighting established and emerging New England 
poets features Tina Chang. Fleming Museum. 
UVM. Burlington 6 p.m. Free. Info. 656-0750. 


versity In this two-day development symposium. 
University of Vermont, Burlington, 4-5 p.m. S20- 
30; free for keynote kickoff with Donna Brazlle: 
see uvm.edu/conferences/blackboardjungle5 for 


:e maintenance cl 


C: Skilled mechanics 


ing. North Star Sports. Burlington. 5-6 p.m. 
Info. 863-3832, 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT. SteadfaSI 


DISCONNECTS RECONNECT Students. raculty 
and staff are Invited to unplug from social medls 
and screen technology for 72 hours.and films 
and panel discussions explore life in our digital 
Id. SL Michaers College. Colchester. 4:30-6 


e. Info. 61 

FEMININE SPIRIT OF 

women’s learning gn 
physical exploration 


IE LIVING EARTH: A 


Info, 878-6955. 

film 

AMEliEV A shy young wc 


Healthy Living 




STORIES FROM THE FlELD:lnthe produce de- 
partment organic fanners Eugenie Doyle of Last 
Resort Farm and Christa Alexander of Jericho 
Settler's Farm report on last seasons trials and 
triumphs. Healthy Uvlng South Burlington, 
noon-2 p.m. Free. Info. 863-2569. 

games 

CHESS GROUP: Novice and expertplayers com- 
pete against real humans, not computers. Faith 
United Methodist Church. South Burlington. 7:30 
p.m. S2. Info. 324-1143. 

kids 

EARLY-LITERACY STORY TIME: Weekly themes 

basic reading concepts. Westford Public Library. 
11 a.m. Free. Info. 878-5639, westford.pl ffvals. 


FRANKLIN STORY HOUR Lc 


irs of the v. 


MIDDLEBURY PRESCHOOLERS STORY HOUR: 

Tiny ones become strong readers through activi- 
ties with tales, songs and rhymes, Ilsley Public 
Library. Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 


through hands-on activities and picture books. 
Hlghgate Public Library. 6-8 p.m. Free: preregis- 
ter. Info. 868-3970. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 
5 bust outsong and dance moves to traditional 
and original folk music. Dorothy Ailing Memonal 
Library, Williston,10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

* ... • CONNECI 10 M.SEVENDAYSVT.COM n\ ANY Y/EB-ENABLEfl CELLPHONE FOR FRF 

mobile UP TO THE Ml NU II. CALENDAR EVI Ml TI US Oil ll:R NEARBY RESTAURANTS U 
MOVIE THEATERSAND MORE 



sr, Dartmouth Col lege. 
Info, 603-646-2422. 


STROLLER STROLLING: Young families r 
the recreation pathtogether.Communit 
Fairfax. 9:30 a.m. Free. Info. 782-6332. 


Brook Middle School, Duxbury, gates, 6 p.m.: 
show. 6:30-8:30 p.m. SI0-1S: S30-S0 per ramlly 
of four. Info. 244 -6100. 

NOONTIME CONCERT SERIES. Violinist Chris 

Church. Burlington. 12:15-12:45 p.m. Free. Info. 

OPEN MIC NIGHT: Singers, strummers. poets and 
drummers take the stage. Steams Performance 
Space Johnson State College. 9 p.m, Free.lnfo. 
635-1476. 


water as professionals answer questions and of- 
fer low-cost solutions. Milton Community Room. 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7895, ext, 104. 
PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP Cold HOllOW 
Photography's Shawn Corrow explores tech- 

Fairfax Community Library. 6:3 0-8 p.m. $15: 
preregister. Info. B49-2420. 

talks 

TOGO LECTURE SERIES: Rebecca SklooL author 
of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, delivers 


theater 

ANNIE': The sun'll come out as the Middlebury 
Community Players present the feel-good story 

Middlebury. 7 p.m. S20. Info. 382-9222. 

ICON - : See WED.28. 8 pm. 

NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS CENTER: Marriage arrange- 
ments, mistaken Identities and misguided love 
abound In a broadcast production of Oliver 
Goldsmith's She Stoops to Conquer. Catamount 
Arts Center. St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m. $16-21. Info. 


NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE: 

LOEW AUDITORIUM See above listing Loew 
Auditorium, Hopkins Center. Dartmouth College 
Hanover. N.H., 7 p.m. S10-23. Info, 603-646-2422. 
NEVER BEFORE SEEN. The Addison Repertory 


Info. 382-1036. 

RED': See WED.28. 7:30 p,m. 

THE MIRACLE WORKER' See WED.28, 7:30 p.m. 
THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES': Eve Enslefs play 


words 

GABRIEL FRIED: The author of Making the 

College. 4 p.m. Free. Info. 635-1342. elizabeth. 
powelliffijsc.edu. 

GERRY MURPHY: The Irish author of A Small 
Fat Boy Walking Backwards. My Flirtation With 
International Socialism and more presents the 


Farrell Room St. Edmund’s Hall. St. Michaefr 
College. Colchester. 730 p.m, Free. Info. 
654-2536. 

THROUGH THE WARDROBE: Rev, Alex Came 
leads a seven-week exploration of belief sal 
t^n and personal growth focusing onCS.Lr 

Hall, UVM. Budington, 7-9 p.m. Free. Info. 


FRI.30 


agriculture 

PLANT IT & THEY WILL COME Gardeners focus 

ruby- throated hummingbirds, monarch butter- 
flies. sphinx moths and other pollinators. North 
Branch Nature Center. Montpelier. 7 p.m Free. 
Info. 229-6206. 

business 

BUSINESS IN VERMONT: Representatives 
from Magic HatBrewing Company Otter Creek 
Brewery. Ben & Jerry's. Green Mountain Power 
and Healthy Living consider best practices on 
sustainability and entrepreneurship In the local 
landscape. School of Business Administration 
UVM. Burlington 1-5 pm. Free. Info. 656-0513. 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE 2012 
SYMPOSIUM: Author and consultant Rick 
Morris guides participants through time-tested 
approaches to management. Doubletree Hotel, 
South Burlington 7:30 a.m.-S p.m. S175-22S: 
preregister. Info. 735-5359. 

dance 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 

a twirl. JazzercizeStudlo. Wllliston, lesson 
7-8 p.m,: open dancing 8-10 p.m. $14. Info. 
862-2269. 

QUEEN CITY CONTRA DANCE: Caller George 
Sutherland and friends. Wear clean, soft-soled 

free for kids under 13Jnfo. 371 -9492^or 343-7165. 


ALL-YOU-C AN-EAT FISH FRY Diners fill up On 

SS-12: $35 for family of five. Info. 453-2488. P 
LENTEN FISH DINNER: Families dine on food 
from the sea— plus soup, salad, mac and cheese 
and dessert — at this fundraiser for the school, 
Central Vermont Catholic School, Barre, 5-6:30 
p.m. $6-10: $29 per family of four; free for kids 
under 4. Info. 793-4276. pte1218@aol.com. 

games 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS: Adventures and 
obstacles await intrepid XP earners. Cabot Public 
Library, 3-5:30 pm. Free. Info. 563-2721. 


health & fitness 


H IMPROVED STABILITY: A 


GENTLE YOGA Seniors participate In a mostly 
seated program presented by Champlain Valley 
Agency on Aging'sAmeriCorps member Jen 
Manosh. Huntington Public Library. 1-2 p.m. 
Donations accepted : preregister. Info. 865-0360. 
ext 1058.jmanosh@cvaa.org. 

TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: AmerrCorps members 
from the Champlain Valley Agency on Aging lead 
gentle controlled movements that can help 
alleviate stress, tension and Joint pain School 


cepted. Info. B65-0360. 


COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP: Kiddos convene for 
fun via crafts, circle time and snacks. Health 
Room, Bellows Free Academy. Fairfax 9-10:30 
a.m. Free. Inro. 527-5426. 

ENOSBURG FALLS 


Enos burg Public Library. 9-10 a.m. Free. Info. 
933-2328. 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Young cooks add a little 
of thlsand a little of that yielding a delicious 
broth in the manner of the 'Stone Soup" folktale 


Burlington. 7-10:30 pm. S7. Info. B77-6648 

education 

BLACKBOARD JUNGLE: See THU.29. 7:30 a.m 


GREEN MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL: This 15th 

Johnsbury for the third year, with more than 25 
screenings over three days and the High School 
Fi Immakers Showcase. See greenmountainfilm- 
festlval.org for details. Catamount Arts Center, 
St Johnsbury. 6-10 pm. Various prices. Info. 

'LITTLE HOUSE IN THE BIG HOUSE*: This 


Unite, goes Inside Vermont's women's prison 
as inmates In a trade program learn to build a 
modular home from start to finish. Catamount 
Arts Center. St Johnsbury. 8 p.m. S8- 9. Info. 272- 
3505. info@llttlehouseblghouse.com. 

THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO': A 
disgraced journalist and a goth computer ^ 

case In David Finchefs thrilling adaptation of 
Stieg Larsson’s acclaimed novel. Spaulding 


iccompanying ad 


chat aboutfavorite works of lit Lyman C. Hunt 
Middle School. Burlington 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
865-7216. 

MONTGOMERY TUMBLE TIME Physical- 
fitness activities help build strong muscles. 
Montgomery Elementary SchooLlO-Tl am. Free. 
Info. 527-5426. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregiv- 
ers squeeze inquality time over imaginative 
play and snacks. Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
Swanton, 10-11:30 a.m, Free. Info. 527-5426. 

THE HUNGER GAMES' POSTPREMIERE PIZZA 

they discuss the film adaptation of the popular 
Free. Info, 878-6955. ^ 

TODDLER YOGA & STORIES: Tykesup to age 
5 stretch It out in simple exercise and read- 

s. Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library, 


10:15 pm 




music 

MELODEEGO: This Innovative funk and soul 
band Inspires a music movement with its 






calendar 


bike-powered sound system. Hie Natural Flavors 
open. Pierce Hall Community Center. Rochester, 
8 p.m. $8-25, Into. 558-6155. 

PAUL ORGEL, LAUREL ANN MAURER & JOHN 
DUNLOP: Plano, flute and cello make melodies 
in works by Haydn Martinu. Prokofiev and 
Villa-Lobos. Proceeds benefitthe new Compass 
Muslcand Arts Center. Brandon Congregational 
Church.7 p.m. SIS. Info. 465-4071. 

PETER MULVEY: The consummate performer 
uses his acoustic guitar skills to connect with 

Hall, Burlington, preperformance talk. 6:30 p.m.: 
concert 7:30 p.m. $20-25. Info, 656-44S5. 

THE TRANSCONTINENTAL PIANO DUO: Four 
hands are better than two in arrangements 
of Liszt's Mephfsto Waltzes, Lutostawskfs 
Variations on a Theme by Paganini and more. 
Bethany Church. Montpel ler. 8 p.m. $20. Info. 

THE WOODS TEA CO.: An acoustic mix of blue- 
grass beats. Celtic choruses and sea shanties 
takes listeners all over the map. Proceeds sup- 
port the continued renovation of BrandonTown 
Hall. Paramount Theatre Rutland. 8 p.m. S20. 
Info. 775-0903. 


talks 

WILLIAM METCALFE. The conductor of the 
Oriana Singers pipes up in 'They Are All Mad. 
They Sing Choruses in Public: Uses of Choral 
Music, Renaissance to the 20th Century." Faith 
United MethodlstChuich. South Burlington. 2 
p.m.$5. Info. 864-3516. 


i 


sa 


S 

§ 


theater 


ANNIE': See THU.29. 7 pan. 


CABIN FEVER FOLLIES': Jugglers, jokesters, 
singers and dancerspresenta cabaret-style 
community variety show. Proceeds support Mad 
River Flood Recovery. Valley Players Theater. 
Waits field, 7:30 p.m. S10: bring your own supper. 

•CHARLOTTES WES': Rutland Youth Theatre 
retells E.B. White's enduring tale abouta girl, a 
pig and a spider. Rutland Intermediate School, 7 
p.m. S6-8. Info. 773-T853. 

EXHIBIT THIS! THE MUSEUM COMEDIES' 
Paintings and patrons of the art Interact in 
the Little City Players' zany collection of sho it 

at New York City’s Metropolitan Museum of ArL 
Vergennes Opera House. 8 p.m. SI 0-12. Info. 
877-6737. 

GROUND HOG OPRY": George Woodard, Al 
BorighL John Oruiy. Jim Pitman Allen Church 
Nancy MacDowell. Carrie Cook and Ramona 


(Well Shut My Mouth). Barre Opera House. 730 
p.m. $10. info. 476-8188. 

ICON*: See WE0.28, 8 p.m. 

INDIA JAZZ SUITES: Pandit Chltresh Oas and 
Jason Samuels Smith riff on each other's work 



"NEVER BEFORE SEEN See THU.29. 7:30 p.m. 
■RED': See WED.28. 7:30 p.m. 

THE MIRACLE WORKER- See WED .28, 7:30 p.m. 

THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES: See THU.29. 7:30 


TWELFTH NIGHT: Senior Blake Kylefs twist on 


■WHITE LIKE ME: A HONKY DORY PUPPET 

SHOW': Political satirist Paul Zaloom's comedy 
employs puppetry and ventriloquism to ex- 
plore race in America. See calendar spotlight. 
FlynnSpace. Burlington. 8 p.m. $21-25. Info. 
863-S966. 


conferences 

WALK/BIKE SUMMIT: Proponents of safer trans- 
portation attend workshops on bicycle com- 
muting. effective advocacy tacUcs and national 
trends. Lake and College Building. Burlington 


Lyndon State College. 8:15 a.m.-12:45p.m. Free. 
Info. 888-943-7301, lnfoevsac.org. 

etc. 

1980S PARTY FUNDRAISER: Folks ages 21 
and up break out the shoulder pads, big hair 


PARENTS PICK 


All the 

Small 

Things 

Is it a small world, after all? 
Inquiring young minds want to 
know, and a lesson this Saturday 
illuminates the itty-bitty 
realm of atoms, molecules 
and nanoscale forces. As part 
of the nationwide NanoDays 
2012. ECHO Lake Aquarium and 
Scl ence Center andtheUVM 
Society of Physics Students host 


a 



NANODAYS FUN: THE SCIENCE OF THE 
VERY LITTLE: Saturday. March 31. 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., at ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center/Leahy Center for Lake Champlain 
In Burlington. Regular admission. $9.50- 
12.50; free for kids ages 2 and under. Info, 
877-324-6386. echovermont.org 


a scientific celebration of minuscule matter— such as the wings of the blue 
morpho butterfly, which change color as their nanostructures interact with the 
light. Tune In with your little ones for scotch-tape Investigations and hands-on 
learning that ultimately, prove size does matter. 



Have you seen our new 
website at kidsvt.com? 


gof 


Find dally calendar updates reviews, 
contests and morel Browse on the 
from your smartphone: m.kidsvtcom. 



0 p.nterestf Iddsvt 


SAT.31 

agriculture 

CROP MOB: Hale and hearty volunteers join a 
guerrilla act of agriculture, pulling big sheets 
of plastic over the top of two strawberry hoop 
houses. Drinks and muffins provided. Rain date: 
April 1. Adam's Berry Farm. Burlington, 9a.m- 
noon. Free. Info. 861-9700. 


bazaars 

BAKE & BOOK SALE: Tome or tre; 

Ladies of the United Church of Fal 
Church of Fairfax 9 a.m.-l p.m. Fri 
849-6313. 

RECYCLE SALE: A giant Indoor ga 



crafts 

NEEDLE FELTING WORKSHOP Crafty types ^ 

ures: Mother Earth. King Winterer Lady Spring. 
Orchard Valley Waldo rfSchooL East Montpelier, 
10 a.m.-1230 p.m. $25. Info. 456-7400. 

dance 

CAPITAL CITY CONTRA DANCE: Steppers move 
their feet to tunes by Mary Lea. Anna Patton 
and Mary Cay Brass, and calling by Rebecca 

Grange. Montpelier. 8 p.m. SB Info. 744-6163* 

education 

COLLEGE PATHWAYS: University-bound high 

ents. wise up on admission essays, student bud- 
gets. strategies for the SAT and ACT, financial 


Room Early Education Resource Center. 
American Legion Post 59. Waterbury, 7 p.m. SIS: 
S25 per couple: cash bar. Info. 244-5605, chlld- 
rensroomeiwdsdvt.net. 


EXHIBIT FUNDRAISER: In advance of a ground- 



ll/s connection to the Mad River Valley at an 
evening with refreshments and tunes by the 
Bohemian Blues Quartet. Madsonlan Museum of 


Industrial Design. Waitsfleld. 4-8 p.m. Donations 
accepted. Info. 496-2787. 

friends, bringing dogs on leashes and cats In 
crates. Huntington Volunteer Fire Department 
1-3 p-m. $15 per animal. Info. 434-2032. 


film 

A DANGEROUS METHOD': David Cronenberg's 
thrill ing bloplc of the early days of psycho- 
analysis portrays Sigmund Freud. Carl Jung and 

treated for hysteria. Loew Auditorium. Hopkins 
Center. Dartmouth College Hanover, N.H.. 6:30 
p.m. & 8:45 p.m. SS-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL: See FRI. 30. 

■LA COMMUNE': A screening of Peter Watkins' 
2000 French film, which looks at the Pansian 

to the Occupy movement. Shown In two parts. 
Room 253, Burlington College. 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Info. 660-2600. 

WOODSTOCK FILM FESTIVAL: WINTER SERIES 

Documentarlan Grace Guggenheim guest 

Farm & Museurn Woodstock. 3 p.m. S4-I0. Info. 
457-2355. 


food & drink 


ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST: All-yOU-Catv 
eatgriddlegoodnesssupports the Huntington 
Boy Scout Troop 645. Community Church, 
Huntington, 8-11 a. m. $2.50-5. Info. 434-2032. 
BURLINGTON WINTER FARMERS MARKET. More 
than 50 local farmers, artisans and producers 
offer fresh and prepared foods, crafts, and more 
In a bustling Indoor marketplace with live music. 


310-5172. infa@burlingtonfarmersmarket.org. 
MAPLE SUGARING WEEKEND: FERRISBURGH A 
pancake breakfast kicks off an afternoon of live 
music, specialty maple foods and boiling demon- 
strations, Dakin Farm. Fernsburgh, 7:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. Cost of food and drink. Info. 800-993-2546. 
MAPLE SUGARING WEEKEND: SOUTH 
BURLINGTON: Celebrate the syrup with sugar 
on snow, specialty maple foods and plenty of 
samples. Dakin Farm, South Burlington, noon-4 
p.m. Free. Info. 800-993-2546. 


MAPLE SUGARMAKERS TOUR: Taste Vermont's 
sweetest crop at open sugar shacks all through 
town. Maps available at huntingtonvt.org. 


§ the Wild West of the 1890s. where gun-slinging 

y whiskey-toting ouUaws prevail. Ackley Hall. 

5 Green Mountain College Poultney. 7 p.m. S5: free 
$ for students, staff and faculty. Info. 287-8926. 


nights lands with bargain- priced tomes, movies, 
CDs and more. Jericho Town Library, 9 a.m.-l 
p.m. Free. Info. 899-4686. 


IKS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• .7.1 CONNECT 111 M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRE 

mobile 1 fin TIIE-MINUTI ! Al I NDAREVI MS PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESIAURAMS Cl 
MOVIE IHEATERSANh MORE. 





SUGAR -ON-SNOW PARTY: Hardened maple-syr- 
up ediblesusher in spring. Palmer’s Sugarhouse. 
Shelburne, noon-4 p.m. free. Info. 985-S054. 

WAITSFIELD SPRING INOOOR FARMERS 
MARKET. Farm-fresh edibles and locally made 

community cheer. Big Picture Theater & Cafe. 


health & fitness 

FLOWER ESSENCES: Maureen Short of 
Lightheart Healing Arts and Flower Essences ex- 
plores gentle remedies that promote emotional 
well-being. City Market Burllngton.lOa.m.- 
noon S5-10: preregister. Info, 861-9700. 

kids 

4- H VET SCIENCE 1: UVM Pre-Vet Club members 
organize hands-on activities for teens ages 13 
and up. Jeffords 120. UVM. Burlington, noon-2 
p.m. S10: preregister. Info. 656-S429. rosemarle. 
earntanoS'uvm.edu. 

FAIRFAX TUMBLE TIME: Tots have free rein over 
10-11:30 am. Free, Info. 527-5426. 

KIDS COOKING CLASS: Fledgling chers ages 
8 and up make burritos. chili and oatmeal- 
chocolate-chlp cookies for afamlly -style meal. 
Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf Burlington 

5- 7 pm Free. Info, 861-9700. 

NANODAYS FUN: THE SCIENCE OF THE VERY 


butterfly. ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center/Leahy Center for Lake Champlain. 
Burlington 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Regular admission. 


byllne@gmall.com. 

MENAHEM PRESSLER: The 89-year - 
takes command of Uie Ivory keys In 


MONTPELIER CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA: Works by Mozart. 
Barber and Rutter sandwich 
eight original songs by Union 


10 TUMBLE TIME Ki 


SPRING IMAGINATION, interactive crafts, a hay 


Free. Info. 878-6955. 

music 

CO RELEASE PARTY FOR CLINT BIER MAN & 

THE NECESSARY MEANS. An eight-piece band 
delivers a blend of Instrumental 1970s horn funk 
and modern jam-jazz. The Grift and friends open 
Big Picture Theater & Cafe. Waltsfteld. 9 p.m. S10 
includes CD. Info, 496-8994. 

CABIN FEVER CONCERT SERIES: The Kip Meaker 
Band features Sheldon -Kip' Meaker on guitar 
and vocals, Phil Abair on keyboards. Ken 'Sugar 
G' Gulfteld on bass, and Jeff Sal isbury on drums. 
StudioThree. South Burlington. 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
SIS. Info. 865-7626. 

CABIN FEVER RELIEVER Bill Kirchen, the 
Starlme Rhythm Boys. Elisabeth von Trapp. 

Potter provide rockabilly and honky-tonk tunes 

Patient Support Program. Emerald Grand 
Ballroom, Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center. 
South Burlington. 7:30 p.m. SIB, Info. 863-5966 
GARRETT J. BROWN & COMPANY : Alex Myers. 
Niel Maurer and Peter Coutu join the rhythm 


Montpelier. 730 pm $10-15: fret 
for kids under 10. Info. 223-5501. 

PETER MULVEY: See FRI.30, Vermont 
Arts Exchange at Sage Street Mill. North 
Bennington, 8 pm S18-22. Info. 442-5549. 
SNAP-DRAG DRUM DUO: Jessie Nelson and 
sion in original compositions and covers. North 

atdeals.sevendaysvt.com while supplies last. 
Info. 825-2165. 

SOCIAL BAND Amity Baker directs the 
lively Burlington choral group in Through Open 


TERRAFORM SIGNALS. DIRTY MIKE AND THE 
BOYS. Regional bands play metal and rock at 
anall-ages show. The ROTA Studio and Gallery. 


world -beat rhythms. Cabot Public Library. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info. S63-2721. 


member lends a hand. Preregister. VCAM Studio, 
Burlington. 2-4 p.m. Free. Info. 651-9692. 

INTRODUCTION TO MICROSOFT WINDOWS 



VCAM ACCESS ORIENTATION: Video-production 
hounds get an overview of facilities, policies and 
procedures. VCAM Studio. Burlington. 11 a.m -l 
p.m, Free. Info. 651-9692. 


rorks Con: 






CVAA BOWL-A-THON: Players strive to strike out 
senior hunger in a fundraiser with prizes. Spare 
Time Family Fun Center. Colchester. 1:30-4 p.m. 
S400 pledge per team of four: preregister. Info. 
865-0360. 

CURLING CHALLENGE: Teams of four sweep the 


beginning at 6 pm Info, 4B8-6912or 488-6911, 
gailr@howardcenter.org. 

POND SKIMMING CELEBRATION Who will be 
King and Queen of the Pond? Fifty competitors 


pm $25 entry fee (open to ages 18 and up). Info. 
626-7300. 

ROLLER DERBY SCRIMMAGE: The Northeast 
Kingdom Roller Derby League makes Its debut 


in mixed bouts with central Vermont’s Twin City 
Riot and New Hampshire’s Upper Valley Vixens. 
IROC (Indoor Recreation of Orleans County), 
Derby. 7 pm Donations accepted. Info. 312-391- 
9904. nekderby@gmall.com. 

SPRING SPECTACULAR TABLE 
TENNIS TOURNAMENT Racket 


eventheldby the Green 
Mountain Table Tennis 
Club. Knights of Columbus. 


GE LISI & ANNIE MCCLEARY. 

In a slide-show presentation of local wild 
edibles, the naturalist and the director of the 
Wisdom of the Herbs School explore sustain- 
able harvesting pr nd pies and ways to offer 
gratitude to the plants. Hunger Mountain Co-op. 
Montpeller.l2:30-2p.m. $2-3: preregister. Info. 
223-8004. ext. 202. info@hungermountain. 


theater 

'ANNIE*: See THU.29, 7 p.m. 

AUDITIONS FOR SWEENEY TO DO: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET: Thespians try out 
for StoweTheatreGuilcfs upcoming production 
of Sondheim's musical thriller, transported back 
In time to 1745. Open roles are for ’Johanna' 
and malesoloists. Town HallTheatre. Akeley 
Memorial Building Stowe. 2 p.m. Free. Info. 
253-3961. 


the official end of winter in a community show- 
case. Town HaUTheatre, Woodstock. 2:30 p.m. & 
7:30 pm $10-11. Info. 457-3981. 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB': See FRI.30. 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

EXHIBIT THIS! THEMUSEUM COMEDIES': See 

GROUND HOGOPRY’: See FRI.30. Thatcher 
Brook Primary School, Waterbury. Info. 
800-611-6045. 

ICON': See WED.28. 2 p.m. & 8 pm. 

INDIA JAZZ SUITES: See FRI.30. 8 p.m. 

NEVER BEFORE SEEN’: SeeTHU.2a7:30 p.m. 


SUN. 01 




THE AGONY A 

J DBS': Master storyteller Mike Oaisey pinpoints 
how the cofounder of Apple's techie triumphs 
shape everyday life In a monologue about the 
realities of how weget our electronic products. 
Flynn MamStage. Burlington. 8 pm $15-30. Inf< 


863-5966. 

THE SECOND CITY : The Chicago-based comedy 

Steve Carrelt Bill Murray and others executes 
satirical wltand improvisation. Seecalendar 
spotlight Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center. 
Stowe Mountain Resort 8 p.m. S3S. Info. 
760-4634. 

THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES’: SeeTHU.29,730 

TWELFTH NIGHT: See FRI.30. 7 pm. 

WHATS ALIVE INSIDE?: An 'intimate cabaret of 
the spirit' combines songs, poems and insights 
In an exploration of the mind and body. Chace 
Mill. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. $17. Info. 863-5966. 
WHITE LIKE ME: A HONKY DORY PUPPET 


FlrstUnltarlan Unlversallst Society. Burlington. 
cupyburtington@gmaiLcom. 

agriculture 

SPRING PRUNING WORKSHOP Tree caretaker 
Zach Leonard doles out trimming tips, with 

Info. 888-3305, frultpaffielmoreroots'corn 


Vintage Inspired, Burlington, 4-5:30 


MOSTLY BALKAN FOLK DANCING: LOUlSe Brill 
and Larry Gordon organize people into choreo- 
graphed patterns from around Uie world, No 
partner necessary. Burlington Oances. Chace 

dance@together.net. 

MOVING SACRED DANCE MEDITATIONS: Evelyn 

cirdedances to elders and wisdom seekers alike. 
Fo Iks are welcome to sit and observe, Fletcher 
Free Library. Burlington. 3-5 p.m. Free, Info, met- 
lybock@gmall.com. 

etc. 

FOOLS' GOLD ART AUCTIONAND PINK & BLUE 
FOOLS' PARAD ISE BALL. An auction Of local 
art paves the way for performances by Kat 
Wright and the Indomitable Soul Band. Brass 
Balagan. Al Larsen and OJs Mothertrucker. 


Info, SS2-3S21. freeridemp@nseup.net. 

film 

GREEN MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL. See FRI.30. 

noon-10 p.m. 

LITTLE HOUSE IN THE BIG HOUSE*: See FRI.30. 
YOUNG AD ULT: A divorcee returns to her 

high-school flame, in Jason Reitman’s 2011 
dramedy. Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins Center, 
Dartmouth College, Hanover. N.H.. 7 p.m. $5-7. 
Info. 603-646-2422. 

food & drink 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST: Eariy birds rise and 
shine for a neighborly meal. VFW Post Essex 
Junction. 9-11 a.m. $2-5. Info. 878-0700. 

MAPLE SUGARING WEEKEND: FERRISBURGH 
See SAT.31. 7:30 a.m.-4 pm 
MAPLE SUGARING WEEKEND: SOUTH 
BURLINGTON: See SAT.31 noon-4 p.m. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Early risers Rip over 
all-you-can-eat flapjacks, eggs, hash browns. 


calendar 


sausage and more. Wil listen Fire Station, 8 a.m.- 
12:30 p.m. $5-8. Info. 878-5622, 
SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY See SAT.31. noon-4 


THEPENNYWISE PANTRY: On a tour of the store, 
shoppers create a custom template for keeping 

eats. City Market, Burlington. 10-11 am Free. 

Info, 861-9700, 



health & fitness 

LAUGHTER YOGA: What's so funny? Giggles 
burstout as gentle aerobic exercise and yogic 
breathing meet uncondlUonal laughter to en- 
hance physical, emouonal, and spiritual health 
and well-being. North End Studios, Burlington. 



kids 

AUDITIONS FOR DISNEY'S ALADDIN JR.: THE 

MUSICAL': Young actors In grades K through 
12 try out for RuUand YOuth Theatre's tuneful 

God nick Adulf Center. Rutland, 3-6 p.m. Free. 
Info. 55 8-4177. 

language 

DIMANCHES: Novice and fluent French spe*- 
ersbrus hup onthelr linguistics - enfranpais. 


music 

JON GAILMOR: Smg-alongs loaded with "childish 
S lllogic, profound feelings, absurd humor" and 
8 more make for an apt all-ages April Fools Day 



I MONTPELIER CHAMBER ORCHESTRA See 

Si SAT.31, Chandler Music Hal I. Randolph 4 p.m. 
Info. 728-6464. 

NORTHEAST FIDDLERS ASSOCIATION. Strlnged- 
21 instrument players gather fora monthly Jam. 

-f American Legion Post S9. Waterbury. noon-5 
g p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 728-5188. 

£ PEGGY SEEGER: Pete's sister, a British folk 
5 revivalist in her own right celebrates her 7Slh 
g birthday on her final North American tour. 

FlynnS pace, Burlington 7 p.m. $16-20. Info, 
238-4923. 

SOCIAL BAND: See SAT.31. United Church of 
> Hinesburg. 4p.m. 

° SUNDAY JAZZ: Trumpeter Ray Beg a. guitarist 
g Joe Capps and bassist John Rivers offer Innova- 
8i tlve jazz and Latin music. Brandon Music. 7 p.m. 

S1S-1B. Info. 465-4071. 

THE MACCABEATS Anall-male. Jewish a 
cappel la group that has performed In front of 

2 = Ira Allen Chapel. UVM. Burlington. 7pm S7-8.25. 
§ Info. 863-5966. 

y UNIVERSITY CATAMOUNT SINGERS: David 
Ji Nelweemconducts18vocallsts in chamber-choir 


Ourunppersichetu and more. UVM Recital Hall. 
Burllngton.3-4:30p.m. Free. Info. 6S6-7776. 


sport 

WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER: I 


ad les of all ages 
hlle passing around 
ler Community and 
X 6-8 pm. $3. Info. 


theater 

'ANNIE* : See THU.29. 2 p,m. 

CABIN FEVER FOLLIES' See FRI.30. 7:30 p.m. 

EXHIBIT THIS! THE MUSEUM COMEDIES': See 

FRI.30. 2pm 

GROUND HOG OPRY": See SAT.31. 2 pm. 

MONTY PYTHON'S SPAMALOT King Arthur and 
his knights are up against everything from killer 
rabbits to mocking Frenchmen as they seek the 
Holy Grail In this Tony Award-winning musical. 


words 

POEMCITY 2012 Montpelier celebrates National 
Poetry Month with a text exhibit through down- 
town. Visit kellogghubbard.org/poemcity.html 
for dally activity schedule. Various downtown lo- 
cations. Montpelier, all day. Free. Info. 223-3338. 
POEMCITY KICKOFF WITH SYDNEY LEA 
Vermont's poet laureate begins a monthlong 
literary lineup by reading aloud and answer- 
ing audience questions. Vermont Statehouse. 
Montpellec 4 pm. Free. Info. 223-3338. 


MON. 02 


agriculture 


SEED STARTING: intervale Community Farm's 
Becky Maden sends growers off with the 


tomato starts. City Market Burlington 6-7:30 
p.m. $7-12. Info. 861-9700. 


community 

TROPICAL STORM IRENE SUPPORT GROUP: See 

WED. 28, Rochester High School. 5:30pm 

conferences 

INVENTI0N2VENTURE CONFERENCE: A half-day 
gathering fosters entrepreneurship, job creation 
and economic growth through a keynote speech 
and workshop panels. Grand Maple Ballroom, 
Davis Center. UVM. Burlington 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
$5-20: preregister. lnfo.413-S87-2172. 


etc. 

TAX ASSISTANCE: See THU.29. 9:15 am-12:15 


film 

2012 OSCAR-NOMINATED SHORT ANIMATED 


748-2600. ^ 

DEMOLITION KINGDOM': Local filmmaker Jamie 
Yerkes' feature film explores thediverse charac- 
ters of five Demolition Oerby contestants in the 
Northeast Kingdom. Catamount Arts Center. St. 
Johnsbury.7:30 p.m.$4-7. Info. 748-2600. 

health & fitness 

AURA-CLEARING CLINIC: Call to reserve a 
15-mlnute energy-field-healing session. Golden 
Sun Healing Center. South Burlington 6-7 p.m. 
Free, Info. 922-90 90. 


AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED STABILITY: See 

FRI .30.10 am 

HERBAL CLINIC: Folks explore the art of "green- 
health care ata personalized. confidential 
consultation with faculty and students from the 
Vermont Center for Integrative Herbal Ism. City 
Market Burlington 4-7 p.m. Free: preregister. 
Info. 861-9700. 

HERBAL MEDICINE MAKING: VCIHfaCUlty 
member Betzy Bancroft demonstrates how to 
make teas, infused oils and Uncuires. Vermont 
Center for Integrative Herbalism Montpelier. 6-8 
p.m. S10-12: preregister. Info. 224-7100. Info® 


AUDITIONS FOR DISNEY’S ALADDIN JR.: THE 
MUSICAL': See SUN.01. 5:30-7 p.m. 

ILSLEY DETECTIVES CLUB Fifth and sixth 
graders craft their own whodunit stories after 
learning about Sherlock Holmes with Mlddlebury 
College sludentFanny Zhao. Ilsley Public Ubrary. 
Middlebury. 3:30-4:30 pm Free: preregister. 
Info. 388-4097. 

ISLE LA MOTTE PLAYGROUP: Stories and crafts 
make for creative play. Yes. there wil I besnacks. 
Isle La Motte Elementary School. 10-11:30 a.m. 
Free. Info. 527-5426. 

KIDS INTHE KITCHEN. Uttle line cooks pretend 


863 -2569. ext. 1. 

MAY'S MONDAY MUSIC & MOVEMENT: Energetic 

class with May Podushnlck. Ilsley Public Library. 
Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 am. Free. Info. 388-4097. 


MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: See THU.29. 1 0:45 a.m. 
POKEMON CARD DAY: Video-game lovers in 
grades 4 to 8 trade cards and do battle. Dorothy 
Ailing Memorial Library. Willlslon, 3-4 p.m, Free: 
preregistcr. Info. 878-4918. 

STORIES WITH MEGAN: Preschoolers ages 2 to 
ing. songs and rhymes with Megan Butterfield. 
Free. Info. 865-7216. 


SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers 
squeeze in q uali ty time over imaginative play 
and snacks. Mary Babcock Elementary School. 
S wanton. 9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 


music 

CAPITAL ORCHESTRA: Brass and string players 
Join the ensemble at weekly rehearsals leading 
up to a spring concert under the direction of Dan 
Llptak. Band room. U-32Hlgh School. Montpelier. 
7-9 p.m. Free. I nfo, 272-1789 
RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP: Musicians produce 
early folk, baroque and swing-jazz melodies. New 

Store. South Burlington, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
658-0030. lnfo®prestomusic.neL 

THE CHAMPLAIN ECHOES New singers are 

Burlington. 6:1 5-9:15 p.m. Free. Info. 658-0398. 

seminars 


COMPUTER HELP: Technology snafu? Walk-In 
troubleshooting and operating questions. 


talks 

SYNDI ZOOK: LyricTheatre Company’s executive 
director takes center stageto talk about Hie 
Role of Community Theater i n the Arts." Faith 
United Methodist Church. South Burllngton.2 
pm. $5. Info. 864-3516. 

theater 

NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS CENTER: SeeTHU.29,7p.m 


words 

LELAND KINSEY: Th e author of six books of poet- 
ry uses his own work to illustrate the process or 
writing from life experiences. Kellogg -Hubbard 
Ubrary. Montpelier.7 pm.Free. Info. 223-3338. 
MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP 
Budding wordsmiths improve their craft through 
■homework" assignments, creative exercises 
and sharing. Ilsley Public Ubrary, Middlebury, 10 
a.m. -noon. Free. Info. 388-2926. c potter 93 5®> 


POEMCITY 2012: See SUN.01. all day. 

SHARED MOMENTS OPEN MIC: Redlle Hamrell 
organizes an evening of spontaneously told true 
tales about pivotal life events, Unitarian Church. 
Burlington 7:30 p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 
863-1754. 

TELL OFF: TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS: Only 
live, original storytelling project- share true. 


Studio Place Arts, Barre: 7 pm. $5-10 to watch. 
Info. 479-7069. storytell Ing ©extempovt.com. 


TUE.03 

conferences 

NAVIGATING UNCERTAINTY: A PALLIATIVE CARE 
ROAD MAP: An esteemed group of experts gives 
presentations on discussing prognosis In llfe- 
li ml ting disease, pain managementat the end 


dance 

BALLROOM DANCE CLASS: Folks take Instruc- 
tion in swing from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and tango 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Union Elementary School. 
Montpelier. S14. Info. 225-8699 or 223-2921. 

film 

2012 OSCAR-NOMINATED SHORT ANIMATED 
FILMS. See M0N.02. 5:30 p.m. 

•DEMOLITION KINGOOM' See M0N.02, 7:30 p.m. 
NELL AND BACK AGAIN*. Oanfung Oennls'2011 

war. FlynnSpace, Burlington. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 
863-5966. 

food & drink 


ELBOWS OFF THE TABLE!: Servers and diners 



Lodge. Plattsburgh. N.Y_ 5:30-7 p.m. SIS includes 
Up: preregister. Info. 518-564-4169, nancy. 


church@plattsburgh.edu. 

RISOTTO PERFECTION Learning Center chef/ 
instructor Nina Lesser-Goldsmith demonstrates 

starches in luscious dishes incorporating saf- 


I WR I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• . f. I CONNECT rn M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLEO CELLPHONE FOR FRE 

mobile 1 p III Tl IE-MINU II I Al I NOAREVEMS riUSOTHER NEARBY RES1AURAMS U 
- MOVIE THEATERS ANO MORE. 



health & fitness 

STEPS TO WELLNESS: Cancer survivors a(l 


South Burlington. 6-7 p.m. Free. Infa656-2176 
WOMEN & GIRLS ZUM8A CLASS; Fast-paced 
rhythms fuel a Latin-Inspired dance-fitness 
party led by Casey Clark.Chabad of Vermont 
Burlington. 7-8 p.m. $7. Info. 6S8-S 770. 

kids 

CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists engage their 
imaginations with recycled crafts, Kids under 10 
must be accompanied by an adult Fletcher Free 
Library, Burlington 3-5 pm Free. Info. 865-7216. 
FAIRFAX STORY HOUR. Good listeners are 
rewarded with a variety of fairy tales, crafts and 
activities. Fairfax Community Library. 9:30-10:30 

FROSTY & FRIENDS THERAPY DOGS: Young 
readers share their favorite texts with friendly 
pooches. Dorothy Ailing Memonal Library. 
Willlston. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free: preregister, Info. 
878-4918. 

GR ANO ISLE PAJAMA STORY TIME: Listeners 


10-ll:30a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. fglbbfdirect- 

servlce@gmall.com. 

SCIENCE & STORIES: Kids have afiaf moments 
regarding frogs and polliwogs. ECHO Lake 
Aquarium and Science Center/Leahy Center 
for Lake Champlain. Burlington 11 a.m. Regular 
admission S9.S0-12.50: free for kids ages 2 anc 


527-5426. 

HAND INHANO: The Middlebury youth group 
organizes volunteer projects to benefit the 

ne community. Ilsley Public 
Jlebury, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 


engageinslng-alongs with Robert Resnik. 
Fletcher Free Library. Burlington 11-11:30 a.m. 
Free. Info. 865-7216. 

PRESCHOOL STORY HOUR: Stories, rhymes 

ers. Sarah Partridge Community Library. East 
Middlebury. 10:30-11 am. Free. Info, 388-4097. 
RICHFORO PLAYGROUP: Rug rats let their 
hair down for tales and activities. Cornerstone 
Bridges to Life Community Center. Rlchford. 


10 PLAYGROUP: Fr 


:r ailing 


up companions. South Hero Congregational 
Church. 10-11 a.m, Free. Info. 527-5426. 

ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP Creative activities , 
storytelling engage the mind. St. Luke's Churr 


alLlbrary.Williston.il 


878-4918. 

language 


outdoors 

EARLY-SPRING NATURE WALK: Keen observ- 
ers spy signs of emerging plantswlth George 


HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS: The exhibition 

a display or stellar athleticism. UVM Patrick 
Gymnasium. South Burilngton, 7 p.m. S22-75. 
Info, 866-442-8849. 


talks 

KATY SMITH ABBOTT: This Middlebury College 
professor illustrates how competition between 
painters in early- Renaissance Florence led to 
great artistic achievements. Brownell Library. 
Essex Junction 7 p.m. Free. Info. 878-6955. 

Parry and George Thompson —and how their 
scholarly discoveries recently brought him to 
Africa and Mongolia — In "Agamemnon In Africa. 
Ulysses in Ulaanbaatar: Classics Gone G lobal " 
Memorial Lounge. Waterman Building. UVM. 
Burlington, 5-630 p.m. Free. Info, 6S6-3166. 

theater 

FREEDOM TRAIN": Underground Railroad 
"conductor Harriet Tubman's risky endeavors 
in the name of independence are the subject of 
this Theatreworks USA musical. For ages 8 and 
up. Chandler Music Hall, Randolph 9:30 a.m. $6. 

words 

POEMCITY 2012: See SUN.Ol all day. 

THE ABCS OF IT: In a writing workshop, poet 
Pam Ahlen explores the use of the abecedarius 
to Jump-start the flow of Ideas. College Hall. 

Free: preregister. Info. 223-3336 director© 


seminars 

BUDDHISM SERIES: Buddhism In a Nutshell 
author Amy Miller helps participants cultivate 
a rich spiritual practice through mindful living. 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Montpelier. 6-8 p.m. 

GENUINE HAPPINESS WORKSHOP: Scott Noyes 
emphasizes ourown role In changing our emo- 
tional satisfaction. Multipurpose Room, Bellows 
Free Academy. Fairfax. 6 p.m. Free: preregister. 
Info. 782-6332. 


WED. 04 

agriculture 

TREE-KEEPER TRAINING: Ti 


Parks and Recreation Department Building 
Burlington, 6-8 p,m. Free; preregister. Info. 656- 
5440. mskinner@uvm.edu. 

comedy 

IMPROV NIGHT: See WED.26 8-10p.m. 

LAUGH ATTACK: Rookie wisecrackers deliver 
stand up at the big finale of an eight-week 
comedy class. FlynnSpace. Burlington. 7 p.m. SS 
suggested donation. Info. 863-5966. 


community 

TROPICALSTORM IRENE SUPPORT GROUP: See 

WE0.28. 

crafts 

MAKE STUFF!; See WE0.28. 6-9 p.m. 


education 

CANADIAN COLLEGE FAIR. High SC 


PLANTING HOPE INFORMATIONAL HOUSE 
PARTY: Students and families recap their 
service experiences In Nicaragua through the 


community -develop mi 
regions 


Hemisphere. 6 Ledgemere Street Burlington. 
7-8:30 p.m. Free; preregister. Info. 324-2091. 
plaser@hartlaser.net. 

SPRING BLOOMS! FASHION SHOW & 
LUNCHEON: Visiting Nurse Association mem- 

the Family Room. Sheraton Hotel & Conference 
Center. South Burlington. 11:30 am,-2 p,m. 550. 
Info. 860-4435, 

VERMONT ITALIAN CLUB Members gather 


they plan to incorporate into four Interpre- 
tive signs throughout the area in which it 
stood. Community Room, Fletcher Free Library. 
Burlington, 7-9 p,m, Free. Info. 862-5961. 


2012 OSCAR- NOMINATED SHORT ANIMATED 
FILMS: See M0N.02. 5:30 p.m. 

playground dispute in Roman Polanski's 2011 


They’re almost too 
cute to eat. 


-4-^-=- ( JPvic-k like- a tvnmj, &->tfe-r i$ April 8 th ! 

Lake Champlain Fresh, All-Natural Vermont made Chocolate Bunnies 


CHOCOLATES' 


0. WATERBURY CENTER 
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HAT’S YOUR DEAL? 


Pr 

■ Purchase these offers only at; 

1 deals.sevendaysvt.com 1 



SWEETPERKS 


ROZZI’S 

LAKESHORE TAVERN: 
$30 TOWARDS 
FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
FOR ONLY $15! 

Rozzi's Lakeshore Tavern offers 
a unique menu that includes 30 
different kinds of burgers; they 
also are pouring a wide variety of 
domestic beers and microbrews! 



GRAND ISLE 
ARTWORKS: 

$25 TOWARDS 
MERCHANDISE FOR 
ONLY $12.50 

Grand Isle Art Works is a new artisan gallery with tons of 
character and an interesting display of art and fine crafts 
that make the perfect gifts for your home or a loved one! 



Mty\Jc jjfo 



■rflaamiiimi 


SNAP-DRAG DRUM DUO 

Saturday, March 31 $16.20 $8.10 
North End Studios, Burlington 


‘Killer technique and inspired musicality." — Drum! Magazine 


SEVEN DAYS 

Deaii 



Seven Days delivers deep 

and more! Between ticket deals, 
get local perks on shopping, 
services and dining. 


Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 
deals.sevendaysvt.com 


dramedy. Spaulding Auditorium. Hopkins 
Center, Dartmouth College. Hanover. N.H.. 7 p.m. 
SS-7. Into. 603-646-2422. 

DEMOLITION KINGDOM' See MON, 02. 7:30 p.m. 
FREAKS': From Tod Browning, the director of 


Cham plainCollege, Burlington. 5:45-9 p.m. Free. 
Info. 860-2700. 

PLAY AGAIN: Ton)e Hessen Schei's 2010 




VALLEY NIGHT: Julian Chobot graces the 
lounge with jazz guitar. Big Picture Theater & 
Cate. Waltsfield. 7:30 p.m. $5 suggested dona- 
tion. Info. 496-8994. 

seminars 

INTRO TO BASIC BICYCLE MAINTENANCE: From 
general upkeep to emergency road repairs, se- 
pal cyclists get the wheelsrolling. FreeRide Bike 
Co-op Montpelier. 6:30-8 p.m. SS suggested do- 
nation. Info. S52-352I. freerldemp®rlseup.neL 

talks 

BRIDGET BUTLER ECHO Lake Aquarium and 
specialist Imparts tips and tricks for a popular 


School East Montpelier. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
456-7400. 

health & fitness 

AUTISM AWARENESS DAY. The Vermont Autism 

Vermont Statehouse, Montpelier. 4:30-6:30 
pm Free. Info. 355-2024 or 229-4665, dan- 
Iisa96® myfalrpolnt.net 

GET DESTRESSED TO LIVE YOUR LIFE BEST 

viate tension. Healthy Living, South Burlington 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Free: preregister. Info. 863 -256a 


kids 

CHESS CLUB: See WED.28. 5:30 p.m. 

ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: See WED.28. 10-11:30 

FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP See WED.28, 10-11:30 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: See WE0.28.11:15 
am.-12:15 pm. 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Youngsters make and 
slurp up a big batch of pho noodle soup. Healthy 

per child : free for an accompanying adult: pre- 
register. Info, 863-2569 ext. 1. 

MIDDLEBURY BABIES & TODDLERS STORY 
HOUR: See WED.28. 10:30-11:15 a.m. 

MOTHER GOOSE MEETS MOTHER NATURE 


ELLEN FITZPATRICK In sharing condolence 
letters written to Jacqueline Kennedy after he 


FRANK BRYAN The UVM professor explains The 
Impact of the Interstate Highway on Vermont' 
touching on asphalt culture and community. 
Goodrich Memorial Library. Newport. 7 p.m. 


JEFFREY AMESTOY: Recapping the thrilBng 
Prize Cases of 1862. the former chief justice 
of the SupremeCourtofVermont educates 
listeners on "The Supreme Court Argument That 
Saved the Union.' St Johnsbury Athenaeum.7 
p.m Free. Info. 748-8291. 

MICHAEL PALMA: Thepoet contemplates 
contemporary writers’ use of rhyme, meter 
and figurative language in 'They Do Still Write 
Them the Way They Used To.* Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library. Montpelier. 7p.m. Free. Info. 223-3338. 
ROB ODEN: The theologian examines 'Religion 
and Identity In the Near East.' Ilsley Public 
Ubraiy. Mlddlebury.7p.m. Free. Info. 388-4095. 
VERMONTS ENERGY FUTURE: AllEarth 


Corporation's cofounder Beth Sachs outline 
their visions for Vermont's energy future in 
"Clean Energy EqualsClean Jobs.' John Dewey 
Lounge. Old Mill Building UVM. Burlington, 7:30 
p-m. Free. Info. 656-4389. 


ter. Info. 868-3970. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: See 

WE0.28. 11-11:30 a.m. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: kids up to age6 wear 
Ubrary. Richford. 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 


theater 

•REENTRY': From strife on the frontlines to life 
on front yards. American Records chronicles 
the homecoming of Marines from Iraq and 
Afghanistan In a play based on hundreds of 
hours of Interviews. Moore Theater, Hopkins 
Center. Dartmouth College. Hanover. N.H- 7p.m. 
S10-40. Info. 603-646-2422. 





classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CUSS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


art 

ART & POTTERY IN 
MIDDLEBURY: Location: 
Middlebury Studio 
School, 1 Mill St., lower 
level, Middlebury. Info: 
Middlebury Studio School. 
Barbara Nelson, Z47-370Z, 
ewaldewald@aol.com, 

org. Adult: Pottery: Date 
Night, April 13: Monday 
Night Wheel. April 16-May 21: 
Elderly Services Pottery. May 
2-23: Raku Workshop: Digital 
Photography. April 7-May 
26: Oils Children’s Classes: 
Wednesday wheel. March 
28-April 18: Homeschool 
Pottery. April 6; Multiage 
wheel, April 9-May 7: April 
Vacation Wheel and Hand 
Building begins April 23. 
WATERCOLOR ON CANVAS: 
Apr. 21-May 5, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Weekly on Sat. Cost: 
$175/6-hr. workshop. 
Location: Jackie Mangione 
Studio, 266 Pine St., 2nd 
floor. Burlington. Info: 

Jackie Mangione, 598-1504, 

Learn canvas preparation 
techniques for watercolor 
with artist Jackie Mangione. 
One-day workshop open to 
teens and adults. Using sub- 

techn iques toapplytoour 



ayurveda 

GRACEFULLY CLEANSE W/ 
AYURVEDA: Apr. 14, 1:30- 
3:30 pm. Cost: $45/2-hr. 
class. Location: Ayurvedic 
Center of Vermont, 34 Oak 
Hill Rd„ Williston Village. 


Info: the Ayurvedic Center 
of Vermont, Allison Morse, 
872-8898, ayurvedavt@ 
comcast.net, ayurvedaver- 
mont.com. Interested in a 
spring cleanse? in this class 
you will leam howto utilize 
the principles of Ayurveda 

Allison Morse. This cleanse is 
nourishing and gentle, and 
tailored to your needs. It will 
involve a simple mono-diet 
self-massage, gentle yoga 


building 

TINY-HOUSE RAISING: Cost: 
$250/workshop. Location: 
Fletcher, Vermont. Info: 
Peter King. 933-6103. A 
crew of beginners wi 1 1 help 
instructor Peter King frame 
and sheath a tiny house in 
Fletcher. March 31 and April 
1. Local housing available. 

burlington city 
arts 


BCA 


Call 865-7166 for info 
or register online at 
burlingloncityarts.com. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 



CUY: GARDEN POT 
PLANTERS: Apr. 16-30, 
6-8:30 p.m„ Weekly on Mon. 
Cost: $80/person, S72/BCA 
member. Clay sold separate- 
ly at $20/25 lb. bag: glazes 
& firings incl. Location: BCA 
Clay Studio. 250 Main St., 


hand-building method for 
making your own ceramic 


planters. Decorate your pot 
with high-relief techniques 
to create sculptural patterns 
on the sides. These pots wi II 
be the perfect addition to 
your garden or houseplants 
and make a great gift for 
Mother's Day! 

DROP-IN: PAINTING: Apr. 

5- May 24, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Weekly on Thu. Cost: $10/ 
session, $9/session for BCA 
members. Location: BCA 
Center, 3rd floor, Burlington. 
This class is open to all 
levels. Come paint from 

thing that you are working 
on. Experimentation is 
encouraged. No registration 
necessary. BCA provides 
glass palettes, easels, paint- 
ing trays and drying racks. 
Please bring your own paint- 
ing materials. 

PAINTING: WATERCOLOR: 
Apr. 4-May 23, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Weekly on Wed. Cost 
$185/person, S166.50/BCA 
member. Location: BCA 
Center. 3rd floor. Burlington. 

tercolor.This class will focus 
on observational painting 
from still life, figure, land- 
scape and photos. Students 
will paint on watercolor pa- 
per and gain expenence with 
composition, color theory, 
layering, light and shade. 
PHOTO: IPHONE/ANDRIOD: 
Apr. 14, noon -4 p.m. Cost: 
$40/person, S36/BCA mem- 
ber. Location: Burlington 
City Arts, Digital Media Lab. 

ance with learning all of the 
photo apps for your smart- 
phone? This fun and Interac- 
tive half-day workshop will 
cover the features of popular 
apps such as Hlpstamatic. 
6x6. Pixlromatic. 8mm movie 
and others. Resolution 

more will be covered. Bnng 
your phone! 

cycling 

BASIC BICYCLE 
MAINTENANCE: Apr. 15-19. 

6- 8 p.m. Cost: $200/slid- 
ingscale, 3 2-hr. classes. 
Location: Pine Street 
Studios, 339A Pine St. 

, Burlington. Info: Pine 
Street Studios/ Flashbulb 

851-7164, jeamaH@gmaiL 

com. Thisclassisfor cyclists 
wanting a good understand- 
ing of how their bike works 
and to become familiar with 
all of its parts. Learn how to 

running great. Will include 
student-led final class to 
cover your specific interest. 


dance 

DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 
Location: 266 Pine St., 
Burlington. Info: Victoria, 
598-1077, lnfo@salsa- 
lina.com. Salsa classes, 
nightclub-style, on-one and 
on-two, groupand private, 
four levels. Beginner walk-in 
classes Wednesdays 7:15 
p.m. $13/person forl-hr. 
class. No dance experience, 
partner or preregistration 
required, just the desire to 
have fun! Drop in any time 


LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 
PARTNER!: Cost $50/4- 
week class. Location: The 
Champlain Club, 20 Crowley 
St, Burlington. Lessons also 
available in St. Albans. Info: 
First Step Dance, 598-6757, 
kevin@firststepdance.com, 
FirstStepDance.com. Come 

dance! Beginning classes 
termediate classes vary from 

of our programs, everyone is 
encouraged to attend, and 
no partner is necessary. 

SHAKTI DANCE W/ SILA 
ROOD: Weekly: Thu, 6:45- 
7:45 p.m. Cost $12/single 
class. Location: Burlington 


suite 372, Burlington. Info: 
Burlington Dances, Lucille 
Dyer, 863-3369, lnfo@ 
BurlingtonDances.com, 
BurlingtonDances.com. 

ation in your hips with belly 
dance, yoga. Brazilian, hip- 
hop and salsa steps. Harness 
the power that simmers at 
your base and explodes into 


Street Art Family Improv. 
See website for details: 
davisstudiovt.com. 

AOULT& TEEN ART 
CLASSES: Classes start the 
week of Apr. 2. Location: 
Davis Studio, 4 Howard St, 
Burlington. Info: 425-2700. 
Choose from our 12 weekly 
classes including Howto 
Draw, Garden ArL Batik. 
Sewing Fused Glass Awaken 
Creativity, Watercolor. 
Altered Books, Color Theory. 
See website for details: 


design/build 

WORKING WITH FLAT 
STONE: 1st Sat. & 3rd Sun. 
each month, Apr.-Jun. 

Cost: $200. Location: 
Jeffersonville Quarry. 
Jeffersonville. Info: 644- 
5014, jeffersonvillequarry@ 
yahoo.com. Jeffersonville 
Quarry will be offering class- 
es on how to work with flat 

Aiken, has a degree in land- 


science and has20 years 
experience in dry laying flat 
stone for walls patios, stairs. 
Class size limited. Call today. 

drumming 

TAIKO. DJEMBE. CONGAS 

Burlington Taiko Space, 

208 Flynn Ave, suite 3-G, 
Burlington. Contemporary 
Dance a Fitness Studio. 18 
Langdon St, Montpelier. 
AIITogetherNow, 170 Cherry 

Info: Stuart Paton, 999- 
4255, spaton55@gmail.com. 
Burlington! Beginners' Taiko 
starts Tuesday. April 24: 
kids. 4:30 p.m., $60/6 weeks: 
adults 5:30 p.m,$72/6 


Wed. Cost: $99/6-wk. series 
Location: Evolution Yoga. 

20 Kilbum St, Burlington. 
Info: 864-9642, evolutionvt. 

be working together to learn 
about practicing yoga in 

at your level. 


gardening 

BULB BASICS: Mar. 29, 
noon-12:45 p.m. Location: 
Gardener's Supply, 472 

Info: 658-2433. Lookingfor 
summer and fall color in 
your garden? Our bulb expert 
will help you plan for late- 
season color. Free to attend. 
Instructed by Ann Whitman. 
ORGANIC LAWN CARE: Apr. 


Gardener's Supply, 472 
Marshall Ave, Williston, 
Info: 658-2433. You dont 
need nasty chemicals to 
have a beautiful and healthy 
lawn: Charlie explains 
how. Instructed by Charlie 


glass 

CREATIVE GUSSBLO WING 
CUSS AT AO GLASS 
STUDIO!: Individual classes 
call for details. Cost: $180/2- 
hr, class. Location: AO Glass 

Speeder & Earl's, Burlington. 
Info: 540-0223. Info® 
aoglass.com. aoglass.com. 
Experience the heat and flu- 
idity of glass with one of our 
professional glassblowers. 
We guide you through mak- 
ing five glass objects that 
you can take home. Bring 
your sunglasses and your 
desire to try something new 
in our friendly, warm glass 


dances enjoyed by women 
from many cultures over the 
ages:Shakti Dance! 

davis studio 

« ® Davis 
£• Studio 


weeks. Advanced classes 
start Monday, April 23. 5:30 
and 7 p.m. Cuban Bata and 
house-call classes by re- 
quest Montpelier Thursdays! 
Voudou drums start April 5. 
1:30-2:30 p.m. $45/3 weeks. 
East Montpelier Thursdays! 
Djembe starts April 5. 5:30 
p.m„ $45/3 weeks. Cuban 
congas start April 19. $45/3 


helen day art 
center 



KIDS SPRING ART CUSSES: 
Classes start the week 
of Apr. 2. Location: Davis 
Studio, 4 Howard St, 
Burlington. Info: 425-2700. 
Choose from our 18 weekly 

to Draw. Preschool Art. Fused 
Glass. Digital Photography, 
Write & Illustrate a Book, 

Pet Portraits. Stop Motion, 


evolution yoga 



BEGINNERS YOGA SERIES 
W/ JOHN MCCONNELL: Apr. 
4-May 9, 6-7 p.m. Weekly on 


Helen Day 

Art Center 

UNDERSTANDING TRENDS 
IN CONTEMPORARY ART 
W/ SUZY SPENCE: May 2, 

16, 30 & Jun. 13, 10-11:30 
a.m. Cost: $40/series, $12/ 





classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONUNE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 



expressionism andpop 


movements still important 
to painters today? How Have 
Feminism, race and cultural 
identity changed the very 
shape and nature of art? 
How does recent photogra- 
phy parallel painting? These 
will be the topics discussed 
In this four-week lecture se- 
ries, You may sign up for the 
entire series or for Individual 


STILL-LIFE OIL PAINTING W/ 
EVELYN MCFARUNE: May 


Weekly on Thu. Cost: $165/ 
course. Location: Helen Day 
Art Center, Stowe Info: 253- 
8358, education@helenday. 

objects of van ous col ors a nd 
forms, you will learn howto 
paint a still life. Students 
will learn basic concepts of 

mixing and applyingcolor. 
effective painting of light 
and shadow, and refining of 

vivid and lively works. Each 
student can expect to com- 
plete a large still life as well 
as a series of smaller color 


sketches. 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
II W / PAUL ROGERS: May 


t: $150/ 
course. Location: Helen 
Day Art Center, Stowe. Info: 
2S3-8358, education© 
helenday.com. helenday. 

how to manage and edit 
digital photos using Adobe 

aesthetics, and be given 
weekly assignments. Digital 


Class will do short outdoor 
photo sessionswhen pos- 
sible. Students must have 
th eir own DSLR or small 
digital camera with manual 
adjustments. 


herbs 

HONORING HERBAL 
TRADITIONS 20)2: 9 a.m.-5 
p.m„ 1 Sat. monthly for 8 
mos. Cost $850/8-mo. 
course. Location: Horsetail 


Milton. Info: Horsetail 
Herbs. Kelley Robie, 893- 
0521, htherbs@comcast.net, 
Horsetailherbs.org. Herbal 
Apprenticeship program 
held on a horse farm. Covers 
herbal therapies, nutritional 
support, diet, detox, body 
systems, m edici ne m ak- 
ing plant identification, tea 
tasting, plant spirit medicine 

wild foods, field trips, iridol- 
ogy. and women's, children's. 

Textbook/United Plant Saver 
membership included. VSAC 

WISDOM OF THE HERBS 
SCHOOL: Emerging Plants: 
Early Spring Nature 
Walk. Tue. Apr. 3, 6-7:30 
p.m. $ 10-0 sliding scale. 

of the Herbs 2012: Apr. 

21-22. May 19-20, Jun. 16-17, 
Jul. 14-15, Aug. 11-12, Sep. 
8-9, Oct 6-7 & Nov, 3-4, 

2012. Wild Edibles Intensive 
2012: Spring/Summer term: 
May 27. Jun. 24 & Jul. 22. 
2012. Summer/Fall term: 
Aug. 19. Sep. 16 & Oct 14, 
2012. VSAC nondegree 
grants avail, to qualify- 
ing applicants. Location: 
Wisdom of the Herbs School. 
Woodbury. Info: 456-8122, 
annie@wisdomoftheherbss- 

herbsschool.com. Earth 
skills for changing times. 
Experiential programs em- 

medicinal plants, food as 
first medicine, sustainable 

journey. Annie McCleary. 

language 

ALLONS-Y! FRENCH 
CLASSES: Location: wing- 
span Studio. 4A Howard St.. 
Burlington. Info: 233-7676, 
wingspanpaintlngstudio. 
com. For kids and adults, 
private and group lessons 
in gorgeous atelier. Fluent 

ing instructor. Group classes: 

art). Monday. March 19-April 
24, 12:30-1:30 pm. $125. 


Beginning French: Tuesday. 
April 3-June 5. 6:45-8:15 p.m. 
$175. Intermediate French: 
Tuesday, April 3-June 5. 
5-6:30 p.m., $175. Visit web- 
site to register and for more 
info. Sign up now. as small 
class size allows forplenty of 

ANNOUNCING SPANISH 
CLASSES: Beginning 
week of Apr. 2 for 10 
wks. Cost $175/10 1-hr. 
classes. Location: Spanish 
in Waterbury Center. 
Waterbury Ctr. Info: Spanish 

1025, spanishparavos@ 
gmail.com, spanishwater- 
burycenter.com. Spanish 
classes starting in April. Our 
fifth year. Learn from a na- 
tive speaker via small class- 
es, individual instruction 

always be participating and 
speaking. Lesson packages 
for travelers. Specializing in 
lessons for young children; 
they love it! See our website 
or contact usfor details. 

martial arts 

AIKIDO: Adult introductory 
classes meet on Tue. & Thu. 
at 6:45 p.m. Location: Aikido 
of Champlain Valley, 257 
Pine St. (across from Conant 
Metal a Light). Burlington. 
Info: 951-8900, burling- 
tonaikido.org. This Japanese 
martial art is a great method 
to get In shape and reduce 
stress. We offer adult classes 
seven days a week. The 
Samurai Youth Program 
provides scholarships for 

7-17. We also offer classes for 
children ages 5-6. Classes 
are taught by Benjamin 
Pincus Sensei, Vermont's 
senior and only folly certified 
Aikido teacher. Visitors are 
always welcome. 

AIKIDO CUSSES Feb. 21- 
Mar. 13, 6-7:30 p.m. Cost: 
$65/4 consecutive Tue., uni- 
form incl. Location: Vermont 
Aikido, 274 N. Winooski Ave. 
(2nd floor), Burlington. Info: 
Vermont Aikido, 862-9785, 
vermontaikido.org. Spring 

body and spirit together, 
promoting physical flexibil- 
ity and strong center within 
flowing movement martial 
sensibility with compas- 

for others and confidence 
in oneself. Vermont Aikido 
invites you to explore this 
graceful martial art in a safe, 
supportive environment 
MARTI AL WAY SELF- 
DEFENSE CENTER: Please 
visit website for sched- 
ule. Location: Martial 
Way Self Defense Center, 

3 locations, Colchester, 


Milton. St. Albans. Info: 
893-8893, martialwayvt 

comfortable and welcoming 
environment a courteous 
staff, and a non traditional 
approachthat values the be- 
ginning student as the most 
important member of the 


artists will be impressed by 
our instructors' knowledge 
and humility, our realistic 
approach, and our straight- 
forward andfairtuition 

dedicated to helping every 


highest potential In the mar 
tial arts, (tempo. Jiu-Jitsu. 
MMA. WingChun. Arms. 
Thinksafe Self-Defense. 

VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 

JITSU: Mon.-Fri., 6-9 p.m.. 


Rd., Williston. Info: 660- 
4072, Julio@bjjusa.com, 
vermontbjj.com. Classes for 


respiratory fitness. Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu training builds 
and helps to instill courage 
and self-confidence. We 
offera legitimate Brazilian 


program in a friendly, safe 

Accept no imitations. Leam 
from one of the world's best 
Julio ■Foca" Fernandez. CBJ J 
and IBJ JF certified 6th 
Degree Black Belt Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu instructor under 
Carlson Grade Sr, teaching 
in Vermont, born and raised 
in Rio de Janeiro. Brazil! A 
5-time Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 
National Featherweight 
Champion and 3-time Riode 
Janeiro State Champion. Rio 


massage 

FOCUS ON THE SPINE: May 

12-13. 10a.rn.-6 p.m. Cost 
$245/14 CEUs ($225 if 
paid by Apr. 23; call about 
introductory risk-free fee 

Healing Arts, Burlington. 
Info: Dianne Swafford, 
734-1121, swaffordperson® 

will use Ortho-bionomy to 

neuromuscular tension (and 
pain) patterns that is gentle, 
effective and transforma- 
tive. We access the Innate 
self-corrective reflexes, 

structural balance. We will 
focus on specific techniques 
for facilitating release in the 
neck, thoracic and lumbar 


meditation 

DREAM YOGA RETREAT. Apr. 
13-15, 7-5 p.m. Cost: $125/ 
wknd. Location: Shelburne 
Old Town Hall, 5376 
Shelburne Rd.. Shelburne. 

684 -0452, B VermontRSL@ 
gmail.com, http://younge- 
drodulling.org Meditation 
master Younge Khachab 
Rinpoche will teach the 



weekend retreat Dream 
Yoga is the practice of medi- 
tation while in the sleep 
state. Anyone with an inter- 
est In Buddhism, beginner 
or advanced, is welcome and 

and precious instructions. 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: 

Meditation instruction 
available Sun. mornings, 9 

ment.The Shambhala 
Cafe meets the first Sat. 
of each month for medita- 
tion and discussions, 9 
a.m.-noon. An Open House 
occurs every third Fri. 
evening of each month, 

7-9 p.m., which includes an 



izing. Location: Burlington 
Shambhala Center. 187 So. 
Winooski Ave., Burlington. 
Info: 658-6795, burlington- 
shambhalactr.org. Through 
the practice of sitting still 
and following your breath 

solves, you are connecting 

letting yourself be. as you 
are. you develop genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. 
The Burlington Shambhala 
Center offers meditation as 
a path to discovering gentle- 


photography 

ONE-ON-ONE 

PHOTOGRAPHY Mar. 6-Apr. 
11. Location: Linda Rock 

Photography. Linda Rock, 
238-9540, Irphotography® 
comcast.net. lindarock- 
photography.com. Digital 
photography, one-on-one 

photography, intermediate 
photography, digital work- 
flow, llghtlngtechniques, 
set up your photo business, 
portrait posing. Photoshop 
and more. $69/half day. 
$125/full day. 

SPRING IN VT PHOTO 
WORKSHOP: May 18. 

2 p.m.-May 21. 12 p.m. 

Cost: $495/person. 


Mountain Photographic 
Workshops, Kurt Budliger, 
223-4022, info@kurt- 
budligerphotography.com. 
greenmtnph otoworkshops. 
com. Spring in Vermont is 
one of the most magical 
times to be outdoors explor- 
ing the landscape with a 
camera. During this three 
day. intensive photography 


photograph some of the 


self-help 

CLEARING EMOTIONAL 
PATTERNS: Apr. 21 -May 

Sat Cost P $60/2-hr. class, 

Location: Psychological 
Services, 6 Hillcrest Rd., 
Essex Jet. Info: Esther 
Palmer, 878-1588, esther® 
cirdeofsage.com, cirdeof- 


nections among body, mind 
emotions: identify limiting 
beliefs/emotional patterns: 
use essential oils, cognitive 


patterns and reframe les- 
sons.’ Experiential class with 
opportunities to practice in 
between classes, share in 
group. Book and essential oil 
purchased first class. 


shamanism 

WALKING THE PATH OF 
THE SHAMAN: Weekly 
Individual or group sessions 
as requested. Location: 
Shaman’s Flame Offices, 
Stowe and Woodbury. Info: 
Shaman's Flame, Sarah 
Finlay & Peter Clark, 253- 
7846, peterclarkl3@gmail. 
com, shamansflame.com. 
Connect to a more expanded 
level of consciousness and 
engage the elemental intel- 
I igence of the universe. In 

shamanic active medita- 
tion. called journeying. Work 
towardhealing many emo- 
tional, physical and spintual 
aspects of yourself as well 
as gaining insight Into your 
life path. 

spirituality 

UFE PURPOSE JOURNEY 
GROUP: Apr. 10-May 15. 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Weekly 
on Tue. Cost $1 95/whole 
group. Location: Jungian 

Waterbury. Info: HandTales, 
Janet Savage, 279-8554, 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES 


other seekers committed to 
doing what it takes to be on 
a conscious path. Discover 
the keys to open the door- 
way to your life purpose. It's 
all in your hands, literally. 

three private consultations 

ings of relevant topics. Apply 
early. 


tai chi 


SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI 
CHUAN: Beginner classes 


nings. Call to view a class. 
Location: Bao Tak Fal Tai Chi 
Institute, 100 Church St.. 
Burlington. Info: 864-7902, 
ng Snake 


g. The 1 
Style is a dynamic 


spine while stretching and 
strengthening the core body 
muscles. Practicing this 
ancient martial art Increases 
strength, flexibility, vitality. 


started Jan. 11 & meets on 
Wed. at 5:30. $125. All-levels 
class on Sat., 830 a.m. 

Cost: $16/class. Location: 

& Healing Center. 180 Flynn 

into driveway immediately 
after the railroad tracks. 
Located in the old Magic 
Hat Brewery building. Info: 
318-6238. Tai Chi isa slow- 
moving martial art that 
combines deep breathing 
and paceful movements to 
produce the valuable effects 
of relaxation, improved 
concentration, improved 
balance, a decrease in blood 

symptoms of fibromyalgia. 
Janet Makaris, instructor. 


Vermont 
center for yoga 
and therapy 



TRAUMA-SENSITIVE YOGA: 

Mar. 29-May 24, 6:30-7:45 
p.m.. Weekly on Thu. Cost: 
$125/series. Medicaid 
accepted. Location: 
Vermont Center for Yoga 
and Therapy, 364 Dorset 


St., suite 204. S. Burlington. 
Info: 999-2703, vtcyt.com. 

A yoga workshop treating 
PTSD. anxiety, depression. 
Insomnia and fear with Deb 
Sherrer. CYT. M A. Trauma 

feelings of anxiety, sadness 

well as PTSD symptoms (e.g H 
flashbacks, hypervigilance 
and nightmares). Yoga and 
mindfulness practices can 
gently shift these patterns, 
allowing individuals to 
reinhabit their bodies with 
a growing sense of safety, 
strength and stability. 
MINDFULNESS TOOLS 
FOR HEALTH & WELLNESS 
W / SPECIAL GUEST ROZ 
GROSSMAN: Apr. 16- Jun. 

18, 5:30-730 p.m., Weekly 
on Mon. Cost: $180/course. 


for Yoga and Therapy, 364 
Dorset SL. suite 204, So. 
Burlington. Info: 658-9440, 
vtcyt.com. In this eight- 
week program, participants 
will learn mindfulness medi- 


health and wellness. The 
program includes guided 
instruction in a body scan, 
mindfulness meditation and 
gentle yoga. Participants are 
asked to practice at home 



PAINTING IN OILS & 
ACRYLICS: Mar. 29 -May 17, 
9-11:30 a.m.. Weekly on Mon. 
Cost: $22S/class series. 
Location: wingspan Studio, 
4A Howard St, 3rd floor, 
Burlington. Info: wingspan 
Studio. Maggie Standley 
Standley, 233-7676, mag- 
giestandley ©yahoo, com, 
wingspan paint in gstudio. 
com. Inspiring, fun. relaxed 
class forthose wanting to 
explore painting for the first 
time or to jump-start their 
creativity/painting abili- 
ties. Detailed instruction, 
including materials, tools. 


fundamentals. Creativity 

group critiques and demos. 
Come paint in a beautiful 

rienced instructor! 


yoga 

EVOLUTION YOGA: $14/ 
class, $130/class card. 
S5-$10 community classes. 
Location: Evolution Yoga, 
Burlington. Info: 864-9642 

evolutionvt.com. Evolution's 
certified teachers are skilled 
with students ranging from 
beginner to advanced. We 
offer classes in Vlnyasa. 
Anusara-inspired. Kripalu 
and Iyengar yoga. Babies/ 
lads classes also avail- 
able! Prepare for birth and 

pre-/postnatal yoga, and 
check out our thriving mas- 
sage practice. Participate In 
our community blog: evolu- 
uonvt.com/evoblog. 

GENTLE YOGA & BEGINNER 
CLASSES: Mon.. 7:30 p.m.; 
Wed.. 7:30 p.m,; Thu.. 9 
am. Cost $1 2/drop-in 

passes avail. Location: Yoga 
Vermont, 113 Church St.. 
Downtown Burlington. Info: 
238-0594, kathyfflyogaver- 
montcom, yogavermont. 
com. Yoga Vermont offers 
ongoing Gentle Yoga classes. 
These classes are suitable 
for beginning students as 
well as advanced pracUUo- 

nourishing practice. Our 
studio is quiet and clean. We 
have props or you can bring 
your own. The last Thursday 
of each month is RestoraUve 
Yoga 


Saturdays at Gardener's Supply in Burlington 


March 31. 2012 • 9:30-11 :00am 
Bulb Basics 
Ann Whitman 

Our in-house expert on'all-things-bulbs" 
will explain how to choose, plant and 
care for fall- and spring-blooming bulbs. 


April 7. 2012 • 9:3O-ll;00am 
Creating a Backyard Habitat 
Charlotte Albers 

sustainable landscape that attracts, birds, 
butterflies and other wildlife. 


To register, call 660-3505. or sign up in store. 
Pre-registration and pre-payment required. Classes are SI 0.00 per person 
Seminars are held at Gardener's in Burlington. 

QARDENElP§ 

(802)660-3505 • Mon-Sat 9om-6pm, Sun lOam-Spm 



CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


"Everyone ivas great - very nice and caring. Our nurse 
Sue ivas great. We were very comfortable." 

Felecia Kennison and Vincent Milo are new parents. Their precious 
newborn son Dominick was born on March 20. He weighed 5lb/lloz 
and was 20.5 inches long. He's adorable - tiny and sleepy and sweet 
in his new dinosaur duds. This happy new family lives in Barre. 
We wish them all the best! 



Colleen Horan, Susan Zierke, Harriet Shea. Stevie Balch, 
MD. Ob/Gyn RN, Ob Nurse MD, Pediatrician RN, CUE, IBCLC, 


Lactation Consultant 

= = Central Vermont Medical Center 

W Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 

Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 




Fact and/or Fiction 

The legend of Spit Jack continues to grow 



music 


E verything you are about to read 
concerning Vermont punk 
band Spit Jack is absolutely, 
100 percent true. Well, most of 
it's true. OK, at the very least, some of 
it is. Or, as Stephen Colbert might say, 
there is “truthiness" in every word that 
follows. Mostly. 

In the roughly 18 months since they 
formed in central Vermont, Spit Jack 
have earned a reputation as the state’s 
rowdiest band, and a fantastic mythol- 
ogy has sprung up around them. To wit, 
you may have heard they've been kicked 
out of every show they've ever played. 
What you may not know is that even in 
civilian life, they try to get booted from 
wherever they go: die library, grocery 
stores, a nephew's bris. And yes, some- 
times they go to die library. 

During a recent interview with a lo- 
cal music journalist, the band and jour- 
nalist were nearly kicked out of a Burl- 
ington dive bar ova- a misunderstanding 
with the bartender involving a pitcher of 
PBR. 

Spit Jack once broke the power grid 
in Burlington during a particularly rau- 
cous set. Bassist George Eget was nearly 
arrested afterward. 

Guitarist Tom Theohary has an “Elvis 
room" in his house, crammed with Elvis 
Presley memorabilia. He also has a Po- 
meranian named, simply, the King. The 
King has sideburns, which Theohary 
meticulously grooms each week. 

Vocalist Mike Toohey was once 
kicked out of a Stowe nightclub after a 
Spit Jack set because he vomited in a 
water pitcher and proceeded to fling its 
contents around the greenroom, paint- 
ing the walls like Jackson Pollock on a 
bender. He was then assaulted by the 
club’s manager. Apparendy she has a 
hell of a left hook. 

An after-party following the band's 
first paying show at a Waterbury bar 
ended in fisticuffs when a drunk townie 
hit on the band members’ girlfriends. 
Yes, all of their girlfriends. 

The band formed in the fall of 2010 
after some basement jam sessions play- 
ing Misfits covers, in which they dis- 
covered a shared inability to play their 
instruments. 

At a show in Colorado, Eget liter- 
ally kicked the CEO of a prominent shoe 
company off the stage after the latter 


repeatedly — and drunkenlv — tried to 
grab the microphone from Toohey. Fed 
up, the bassist planted a foot squarely 
into said CEO's back, launching him in to 
the crowd, which surfed him to the back 
of the room before unceremoniously 
dumping him on his head and knock- 
ing him out. The CEO later emailed the 
band to say it was the best show he'd 
ever seen. 

Several months ago, drummer Mike 
Forester was knocked unconscious 
when an audience member hurled a 
shot glass at his head, an event which 
happens with some regularity. Now, fol- 
lowing each practice, the other mem- 
bers of Spit Jack take turns throwing 
shot glasses at him while he plays, to 
simulate a real-show environment It’s 
working. Forester says he's developed 
a Matrix- like ability to dodge incoming 
projectiles. "I just sense them now," he 
says. “I don’t even see them anymore.” 

Toohey got his start singing karaoke 
in ski bars. He used to host his own ka- 
raoke night at a popular Stowe watering 
hole. That is, until he got banned for life 
from the bar. He is still widely acknowl- 
edged as the “karaoke kingof Stowe." 

Forester, who is from Detroit, once 


planned to become a professional jazz 
drummer, before moving to Vermont to 
work as a freelance graphic designer and 
play punk. He does not sing karaoke. 

Spit Jack will release their debut EP, 
Whiskey Eyes, this Wednesday, March 
28, at Club Metronome in Burlington. 
Though the band got its start playing 
punk covers, the album is composed en- 
tirely of original material. And itrocks. It 
was mastered by Nolan Rossi of RF Pro- 
ductions in Nashville. Rossi’s brothers 
are monbers of the American Secrets, 
better known as "the band in those free- 
creditreport.com commercials.” 

At a show last fall, the band became 
friends with Jonathan Goldsmith, the 
"Most Interesting Man in die World” 
from die Dos Equis beer commercials. 
Goldsmith, who lives in Manchester, Vt., 
proclaimed Spit Jack the “Most Interest- 
ing Band in the World.” He then threw a 
shot glass at Forester. He missed. 

OK. That last one was completely 
made up. But admit it: You believed it for 
a second, right? 

Spit Jack have a crew of devoted fans, 
unofficially dubbed the Spit Jack Army, 
who accompany the band to every show. 
They are legion and all wear SJ hats and 


T-shirts. Collectively; they have never 
had a bar tab less than $2000. 

Despite the band’s boozy reputation. 
Forester never drinks at gigs. “Some- 
one has to keep these assholes in line,” 
he says before downing a double shot of 
Jack Daniel’s. 

The band is secretive about its name. 
They won’t tell you what it means. But 
tliey will reveal what it doesn’t It is not 
a reference to a crude sexual act, as has 
often been suggested by fans and media. 
Nor is it a reference to audience mem- 
bers spitting whiskey at the stage, which 
happens routinely — usually as a mistak- 
en homage to the band’s moniker. 

Despite the unseemly shenanigans 
dial constantly follow the band, each 
member swears he doesn’t do anything 
to instigate the phenomenon. "Shit just 
seems to happen to us,” says Forester. 
“Maybe it’s our music?” © 
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sG uNDbites 

BY DAN BOLLES 



Spring Loaded 

This is a strange time of year 
in Vermont It’s not really 
winter. But it’s not really 
spring, either. Case in point: 
When I wrote last week’s 
column, I was perched on my 
back deck, basking in the sun 
and 75- degree weather. 

This week? I’m nesded 
on my couch under a com- 
forter watching snowflakes 
drift past my window. (The 
answer to your question: Yes, 
I often work from home. And 
I may or may not be in paja- 
mas right now. It’s a perk.) 

It's an equally strange 
time ofyear on the local mu- 
sic front. We’ve technically 
emerged from the winter 
doldrums, the time between 
New Year's Day and, roughly, 
St. Patrick's Day when diings 
tend to slow down a bit 
That was actually less the 
case this year, as there were 
more interesting shows dian 
usual over die not-so-wintry 
months to keep us rockupied. 
(See what I did there?) 

Early spring feels similar 
to die doldrums. We haven't 
fully come out of hiberna- 
tion, our collective gaze on 
the horizon as we wait for 
warmer weadier and all the 
fun shows that come with 
it So with diat in mind, 
here's a scattershot edition 
of Soundbites, covering some 
impending happenings, as 
well as peeking a few pages 
down the calendar. 


The Burlington Discover 
Jazz Festival and Burlington 
City Arts are currendy taking 
submissions for this year's 
JazzLab series at the BCA 
Center. To refresh your 
memory, JazzLab is a live 
recording project engineere 
by rob o dea and ben collette 
from the Tank Studios. The 
public is invited to watch, 
and listen to, recording 
sessions at the BCA Center, 
blurring the line between 
live performance and studio 
recording. It's a cool concept, 
and several local bands have 


released material recorded 
in past sessions, including 
VILLANELLES. whose 2011 EP, 
Kiss My Grits, was tracked 
during the 2010 JazzLab. 
Interested acts have until 
Sunday, April 8, to submit 
applications. Email jazzlab@ 
discoverjazz.com for more 


Speaking of the BDJF, bela 
fleck is coming again, on the 
heels of last year’s reunion 
show with die flecktones. 
Only this time, instead of 
future man and friends, he’s 
bringing the incomparable 
ivory-tickling talents of 
marcus Roberts and his trio 
which, by the way, includes 
jason marsalis on drums. 
Little-known jazz rule of 
thumb: Having someone 
named Marsalis in your band 
is never a bad tiling. They’ll 
be at the Flynn MainStage on 
June 1. 


And speaking of summer 
fun, have you seen the 
lineup for die 2012 Newport 
Folk Festival in July? Holy 
schnikes! It's epic — if not 
exactly folky. However, it 
does include anders parker. 

JAY FARRAR. YIM YAMES and WILL 

Johnson getting their woody 
guthrie on. which might be 
Vermonters' best bet to see 


the New Multitudes project 
live. Who's coming with me? 


It's late March, which 
means it’s time again for the 
annual Cabin Fever Reliever 
at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Burlington. This one, the 
10th, benefits the Cancer 
Patient Support Progam. 
And for the ninth time, 
the headliner is commander 

CODY AND HIS LOST PLANET 
AIRMEN guitarist billkirchen. 

backed by our own starune 
rhythm boys. Opening die 

show is ELISABETH VON TRAPP. 

accompanied by peter riley. 
Also appearing are asleep 
atthe wheel founder leroy 

PRESTON, GIRL HOWDY'S BETSY- 

dawn williams and renowned 
keyboardist Jeff potter. 


Did somebody say Potter? 
The news out of the 
nocturnals' camp is dial 
GPN’s new album, The Lion 
The Beast The Beat, hits 
shelves on June 12. However, 
ansty Potterheads can check 
out the album's first single, 
"Never Go Back,” right 
now on rollingstone.com. 

By the way, said single was 
ptoduced and cowritten by 


oan auerbach and is oneof 
three tracks the black keys 
front man cowrote for the 


If you've been keeping your 
eyes trained on certain 
comers of the interwebs, you 
may have noticed ryan power 
getting some buzz of late, 
especially from Stereogum, 
which has been championing 
die local pop provocateur as 
die next great artist out of 
Vermont. My guess is that 
said buzz will reach a fever 
pitch when Power's 2010 
album, I Don't Want to Die, 
is rereleased by nationally 
connected local microlabel 
NNA Tapes on Tuesday, 

April 3. I've said it before and 
1'U say it again: It's. About. 
Time. Power has long been 
considered one of the area’s 
most gifted songwriters. I 
can't tell you how often I've 
left one of his shows over the 
last 10 years thinking. How 
thehellareyou not famous? 
(Most likely because he's 
too nice and humble to ever 
promote himself. Enter NNA 
Tapes to do the dirty work.) 

SOUNDBITES »P.S7 






Discover what 

Sovernet customers 
already know: 


SOVERNET 


Caived snip loin, Shririp Cocktail, 
Eggs to ordei, and all the tiintmings. 


SHOP 

LOCAL 


Aaw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 


!AHE VIEW house 



Brit Pops Following well-received showcase gigs at this year’s SXSW music festival, London-born songwriter 
benjamin Francis leftwich has his sights set on a miniature British Invasion The singer's latest record, Last Smoke Before the 
Snowstorm, garnered rave reviews across the pond for its cunning blend of forthright lyricism and accessible pop bent, drawing 
comparisons to Damien Rice and Jose Gonzalez. This Friday, March 30, Leftwich plays the Monkey House in Winooski. 




RED SQUARE: Left Eye Jump (blues] 
7 pm,. Free. OJ CreB (hip- hop). 10 


THU. 29 

burlington area 

l/Z LOUNGE: Burgundy Thursdays 

songwriter). 7 p.m.. Free. Harder They 
Come (dubstep), 10 pm.. Free. 

CLUB METRONOME: Lazerdisk Party 



Thursday Karaoke. 9 p.m,. Free. 


FRI.30 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Dave Grippo (Jazz). 7 
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s@und bites 


With any luck, the rest of die 
world is about to be clued in 
to what locals have known 
for a decade: Ryan Power is a 
friggin' genius. 


SARA GRACE and MIRIAM 

bernardo unveil a new 
project diis week, which 
Grace describes in a recent 
email as “folk gone jazz.” 
Specifically, diey'll play tunes 
from Grace's last album, as 
well as new originals and 
shared favorites by the likes 

of SEAN HAYES, EMILiANATORRINI 

and nina simone. among 
others. Sitting in — and 
presumably fulfilling the jazz 
portion of Grace's descriptor 
— are trombonistANDREw 
moroz and percussionist oov 
schiller. Check ’em out at the 
Black Door in Montpelier 
this Saturday, March 31. 


1 ran into MSR Presents’ 

show at the nicely renovated 
Signal Kitchen over die 
weekend, and he filled 
me in on some interesting 
developments, not all of 
which I can share here 
just yet He mentioned a 
potential union between his 
company and Angioplasty 
Media. It makes sense, 
since the two organizations 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 55 
copresent shows all the 
time. Now, all they really 
need is a name. I’ve got one: 
Mangioplasty. Eli, maybe 
that needs some work. In the 
meantime, die dynamic duo 
has anodier intriguing show 
this week: Emily wells at the 
BCA Center in Burlington 
on Friday, March 30. Wells 
is a phenomenal talent who 
blends hip-hop energy, 
singer-songwriter urgency, 
and classical and jazz 
virtuosity into a stunning 
blend of sound that earned 
my current all-time favorite 
press quip, from SPIN 
magazine, which compared 
her to a "feral, streetwise 
Nina Simone." Sold. 


Last but not least, happy 
birthday to Big Heavy World, 
which turns 16 diis Sunday, 
April I. Before you crazy 
kids go for your driver's 
license road test, allow me, 
on behalf of the local music 
community, to say thanks. 
With virtually no budget 
and nothing but volunteer 
help, jim lockridge and 
company have created an 
invaluable resource for local 
musicians that few other 
cities have. From curating 
events such as IndieCon 
to providing a tour van for 


broke bands to releasing 
great compilations to simply 
cheerleading for the local 
scene, BHW has helped 
cultivate Vermont music for 
several generations. You can 
show your appreciation this 
Sunday at the BHW birthday 
bash at Maglianero Cafe in 
Burlington, which features 

ROUGH FRANCIS, TRAPPER KEEPER, 

REVENGE!, DISCONNECT and UNION 
GUN OF *2.® 


0 

Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally self-indulgent 
column segment in 

my iPod, turntable. CD 
player, eight-track player. 

Wild Child, 

1 Pillow Talk 
The Shins. 

Port of Morrow 
Odd Future. 

The OF Tape W >1. 2 
Polina. 

Give You the Ghost 
Rooms Filled With Ugh t 








music 



BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 


CLUB METRONOME: No Dlgglty: 
Return to the 90s (90s dance 



LEVITY CAFt: Friday Night 
Comedy (standup), 8 & 



MAGLIANERO CAFE: Kat Wright 



MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: 

MONKEY HOUSE: Benjamin 

NECTAR'S: Seth Yacwone (solo 

Move It Move It (funk Afro-pop). 
9 p.m. $5. 


Free Sweet Jayne (rock), 9 p.m., 


Come Again? Many have dubbed FOXY SHAZAM front man Eric Nally as the second coming of the late, 
great Freddie Mercury. Frankly, we think that's sacrilege. But we get it Both onstage and on their new record. The 
Church of Rock and Roll, the band’s brand of shamelessly Queen-inspired glam rock can be something close to a 
religious experience. And given the intensity of the Foxy Shazam's sweaty, sex-fueled show, you may need to go to 
confession after their set at the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge this Thursday. March 29. maniac, cadaver dogs and 
locals SALLY SHREDDER open. 



central 

Technique (Funk). 9:30 p.m. $5. 
CHARLIE O'S: Spit Jack. Doll 
Flghtl DJ Rekkon (punk). 10 pm. 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Professor Chaos 



(hip- hop), 10 pm. SS. 


SAT.31 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Brett Hughes 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Sturcrazle 

CLUB METRONOME: Retronome 
('80s dance party). 10 p.m.. $S, 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE Nlghtraln (rock). 9 
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Katie Trautz 
& the Tall Boys, 
Katie Trautz 
& the Tall Boys 

(LAST KINO WORD RECORDS. CD) 

The last we heard of Montpelier’s Katie 
Trautz, she was lending her voice and 
fiddle to the remarkable sophomore 
effort from Wooden Dinosaur, Spaces. 
That record, released earlier diis year, 
represented a stylistic shift for Dinosaur 
toward early country and honky-tonk, 
filtered through a prism of art rock 
and indie folk. At the tail end of that 
recording - and while hunkering down 
in a Brattleboro studio as Tropical 
Storm Irene howled outside — Trautz 
recorded an EP with her own band, 
the Tall Boys. That self-tided debut, 
while not an extension of Spaces, shares 
certain familial traits - and a few band 
members. Katie Trautz ft the Tall Boys is 
subtly rendered early honky-tonk, with 
shades of pop and chamber folk. Short 
and sweet, this gem presents Trautz as 
a unique and compelling voice among 
Vermont songwriters. 

And how about that voice? Local 
folk fans are likely familiar widt Trautz 
from her work in the acoustic duo 
Mayfly. And she has a few lovely lead- 
vocal turns on both Wooden Dinosaur 
records. In die spotlight by herself, 
Trautz reveals nuance and depth. She's 
not a flashy singer. She approaches 
singing the way she does die fiddle: 
with a subdued directness, creating a 
sound that's beautiful in its simplicity. 
Her clear, light tones on album opener 
"Gold Watch and Chain” seem as much 
a part of die sonic tapestry as Asa 
Brosius' swooning pedal steel or Nate 
Gusakov's loping banjo. 

That’s not to say Trautz lacks guile 


or the ability to command attention. On 
the ballad “Caught,” she deepens the 
song’s melancholy with vocal cracks as 
she switches, almost yodels, between 
her chest and head voices. The effect 
lends her words a heaviness, accenting 
die vulnerability implicit in her tender, 
girlish croon. 

Wooden Dinosaur bandmate 
Michael Roberts provides ballast on 
backing vocals and adds nifty electric- 
guitar flourishes throughout. The 
symmetry between Trautz and Roberts, 
so prominent on the Dinosaur records, 
is equally paramount here. It’s fleshed 
out by Gusakov's sturdy baritone, 
especially on the reworked traditional 
“In the Pines” — most often associated 
with Lead Belly or Bill Monroe and, 
later, Nirvana. The trio puts a cool 
touch on an already chilling tune. 

Katie Trautz ft the Tall Boys closes 
on “We Don't Ask,” which, with its 
central finger-picked fiddle melody, 
evokes Andrew Bird. That is until it 
blooms into harmony-driven folk rock 
at die chorus, then gendy resolves into 
dovetailing "oolis” over Noah Hahn's 
lithely bowed bass. It's a fitting close 
to a delicately charming and subdy 
impressive record. 

Katie Trautz & the Tall Boys play 
Radio Bean in Burlington this Friday, 
March 30. 

DAN BOLLES 

Various Artists, 

One H.E.L.L. of a 
Compilation 

(GET STOKED! RECORDS. VINYL, CASSETTE. 

DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Music can be a powerful aid when 
dealing with tragedy. In 2007, Gordon 
Riker and Kelly Wallace were killed in 
separate bicycle accidents in Boston. 
Shortly after, close friends in the 
Beantown punk and hardcore scene 
created a nonprofit organization, 
H.E.L.L. (Helping Everyone Live 
Longer). The group's primary mission 
is to promote bike safety through the 
distribution of free helmets. To raise 
awareness, they’ve put out a new 
record, One H.E.L.L. of a Compilation, 
presented by Burlington’s Get Stoked! 
Records. The comp, a tribute to Riker 
and Wallace, is an eclectic journey 
across myriad genres of underground 

Twenty-eight bands appear on 
die double-vinyl and limited-edition- 
cassette versions of the comp. The 
LP’s impressive packaging includes 


black and Grimace-purple vinyl An 
accompanying digital compilation holds 
42 additional tracks, including six by 
Vermont bands. Highlights include a 
rare song by metal-core heavy hitters 
Converge, unreleased material from 
Krishna hardcore pioneers 108 and a 
solo acoustic song from singer Brian 
Marquis of Therefore I Am. Although 
essentially a hardcore compilation, the 
record has broad appeal, from folk- 
punk and indie rock, to grind, pop and 
experimental. There’s even a DJ track. 

On the physical copy, Vermont’s 
Hunger offer “Punishment," an old- 
school hardcore ode to physical pain. 
That band features guitarist Justin 
Gonyea, cofounder of Get Stoked! 
Records, and one of the architects of the 
compilation: he was also friends with 
Gordon Riker. (Full disclosure Gonyea 
works for Seven Days.) The digital 
version includes Burlington's Trapper 
Keeper with their instant classic, “It’s 
Only 1,930 Miles to Austin,” as well as 
Vermont's No Submission with their 
youth-crew offering “I Still Believe," 
and a song each by Unrestrained and 
Bullshit Tradition. 



Some songs speak specifically to 
the loss of Riker and Wallace, while 
other bands sing of their own losses. 
Mourning is dreadful, but good songs 
can evoke positive memories, and that’s 
what this comp aims to do. 

Like any extensive compilation, 
tills one has tracks you'd rather skip. 

But the message here is what counts. 
Collectively, the bands serve up a 
wallop of raw emotion, the result of 
which can be summed up in Marquis' 
acoustic song “'84 Rookie Card.” “Home 
is where the heart is," he sings, “even 
when it is underground." 

One H.F..I..L. of a Compilation will 
be available at the Big Heavy World 
birthday show at Maglianero Cafe in 
Burlington on Sunday, April 1. The 
lineup includes local comp contributors 
Hunger and Trapper Keeper, along 
with Rough Francis, Union Gun of '62, 
Disconnect and Problem Child. ® 

JUSTIN CROWTHER 
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Northern fields 
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WHO... 

Will help our wildlife, 
if you won’t? 


When you contribute to the 
Nongame Wildlife Fund 
you are helping protect and 
restore Vermont's endangered 
wildlife like bald eagles and 
bats threatened by White Nose 
Syndrome. 

Look for the loon on line 29A 
of your Vermont income tax 
return and please remember 
to donate. 

A— VERMONT 



music 


central 

BAGrTOS: Irish Session. 2 pm. 



(trip-hop). 8 p.m.. Free. 

POSITIVE PIE 2: Last Octoher. 
the Wee Folkestra (folk). 10 p.m., 

SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: 

TUPELO MUSIC HALL: James 
Hunter (soul), 8p.m.. $35/40. 


champlain valley 

DJEarl (Top40). 9 pmJYee. 

northern 


MATTERHORN: Al Copley Band 

(swing). 9 p.m.. $S. 

MOOG‘S: The Song Rangers 
(country). 9 p.m.. Free. 


a 

i 


ROADSIDE TAVERN: DJ Diego 
RUSTY NAIL: Enter the Haggis 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Capital Zen (rock), 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: AM 

Night Dance Party with DJ Toxic 
(Top 40), 5 p.m. Free. 


SUN. 01 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: DJ Y-DNA (house), 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: honeyhoney 



northern 

BLACK CAP COFFEE: Phi neas 
Gage (blue grass). 3 p.m. F ree. 


MON. 02 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: FamllyNightOpen 



REO SQUARE industry Night 
with Robbie J (hip-hop). II p.m. 


Monday? with Dakota (hlp-hopl. 

central 

BAGITOS: Open MIc. 7 p.m,. Free: 


TUE.03 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Sofa Kings 
(hip-hop), 10 p.m., Free. 

CLUB METRONOME: Bass 


LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: 

MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN 
NECTAR'S The Bumpin' Jones 




to do with her famed surname than her innumerable contributions to the evolution of 


the genre. She has more than 140 original compositions and 22 solo albums to her name. 
She's toured the globe as a performer and lecturer. She is a revivalist and a traditionalist, 
while at the same time remaining a truly progressive voice — musically and politically— 
in folk. This Sunday, April 1, that glorious voice will grace the FlynnSpace in Burlington. 


No foolin'. 





EXPIRES 3/31/12 
Cannot De combined with 
any other oiler. 


■ SPORTS& FITNESS 
I PHYSICAL THERAPY 
I KIDS& FITNESS 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Willislon (802) 860-3343 • S. Burlington (802)658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EOGEVT.COM 


Valley Stage Pioductions presents 

“Terry Plays 
Monk and...” 

An exclusive performance 
by Terry Adams of NRBQ 

Thursday. April 5th, 7:30PM 
□ftflnl Flynn Space. Burlington 
Wsfe Tickets: $25 adults / $22 students 
Info: www.fiynntix.org 


On? 
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at die BCA Center in Burlington, Reas' 
abstractions can be enjoyed even if you 
can’t define the word “algorithm.” His 
organic shapes, whether constandy 
evolving on giant screens, captured 
in chromogenic prints, transferred to 
wallpaper or in relief sculpture, are 
provocative and often beautiiul. 

Reas, a new-media professor at 
the University of California, Los 
Angeles, is the creator of Processing, an 


Aesthetically, Reas’ creations are akin 
to abstract expressionism, Thompson 
suggests, but die works' seemingly 
random patterns are in fact created 
according to a set of mathematical rules. 
“Our lives are so affected by algorithms, ” 
Thompson points out, “whether you’re 
getting a mortgage, whether the FBI 
diinks you’re a terrorist.." 

Reas, in Burlington last week for 
die show’s reception and workshops at 


S oftware artist Casey Reas 
says a viewer shouldn't get 
hung up on how his images 
are made, and that’s good 
advice. After all, you don’t need to know 
how your computer works — or, for that 
matter, your television, car or washing 
machine - to appreciate what it does. 
Similarly, in his exhibit titled “Process," 


“open-source programming language 
specifically for visual artists," informs 
the BCA website. Anyone can download 
it on Reas' own site, and see examples 
of what other people are doing widi it. 
“He’s probably the main person in this 
world of algorithmic and software art,” 
says curator Chris Thompson. “Casey is 
kind of a rock star in this world." 


art 


Champlain College, says that he follows 
rules when he makes the software - 
using open-source tools - “but then I 
break the rules.” And therein lies his art. 

Statistical formulas are not what 
come to mind when you sit in the BCA’s 
darkened back gallery — a couple of 
benches have been provided for this 
purpose - and gaze at the two wall- 
size screens. On them are projected 
two different patterns created by what 
Reas calls “Process 16 (Software 3).” If 
his titles are dully numerical, on-screen 
the patterns are animated and organic; 
it’s hard not to anthropomorphize 
them. If you observe Process 16 from 
the beginning, you'll see little spurts of 
color dart into view all over the white 
screen. More and more spurts join in, 
elongating, until the entire 15-by-9- 
foot rectangle is filled with a writhing 
mass of vermicular shapes. Sometimes 
streams of white swoosh in, erasing 
what came before them, only to be filled 
in again. The colors are muted and 
off-primary: salmon, mustard yellow, 
periwinkle, gray. 

The screen is too wide to see all at 
once, creating a constant impression 
of movement in the corner of your eye 
— movement that the human brain 
is hardwired to detect for survival. 
And so absorbing this “process" can 
be unsettling. The speed at which it 
changes and grows evokes words such 


.is “metastasizing.” 
■ Ml'lH' H On 'he oilier hand, 
HHIHl M \ou could consider 

it a painting taking 
shape as you watch, the computer less 
like HAL 9000 and more like, say, the 
mind of Sol LeWitt. 

Our synaptic search for meaning 
finds more reassurance in the 
adjacent screen, this one black with 
white, bursting images. The patterns 
immediately suggest fireworks, also 
dandelion puffs, albeit formed of 
rectilinear segments. Unlike the screen 
filled with colored worms, this one 
doles out lacy white explosions that 
briefly reproduce and then disappear 
altogether. It’s mesmerizing, calming 
and really quite pretty. 

The rhythms implied on both 
these screens almost beg for musical 
accompaniment. Reas concedes that 
he’s thought of working with sound. So 
far, though, his focus is on “continuous 
process - things that are in constant 
motion.” His primary interest, Reas 
says, is in “emergence.” And that can 
mean so many things. 

If the artist likes motion, how to 
explain the diptych sets of "Process 
18” prints in the BCA’s front room? 
“If you are a filmmaker, you are also a 
photographer,” Reas suggests. “Looking 
at the prints gives me a glimpse into the 
future of where my software might go." 

In these paired stills, the ordinary 
viewer might see something as 
mundane as white and colored feathers, 
tossed in the air and caught in mid- 
flutter. A closer inspection reveals that 
these seemingly identical pairs are not, 
quite, and you find yourself studying 
this algorithmic micro-universe like 
it’s a spot-the-difference puzzle. You 
wonder what Reas’ attention to detail 
will conjure next, what his software 
language will find to say. 

“Fve authored my own world," he 
says. “I hope to make things that are 
curious and enigmas." © 

PAMELA POLSTON 


YOU COUU CONSIDER 
ITAPAINT1NG TAKING 
SHAPEAS YOU WATCH 


Off Hill 9000 ID 
MORE LIKE, Sft 
MIND OF SOL lEM 
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Trice Stratmann As Trice Stratmann's subtle landscapes make clear, it doesn't take a lot of bells and whistles, or 
even much detail, to evoke a deep sense of place in a painting. In "Cloud Nine" (pictured). Stratmann offers just the narrowest strip 
of beach on the horizon to orient her viewers. The rest is all moody turquoise water and translucent sky. Her paintings of the New 
England landscape are currently hanging at Left Bank Home & Garden, the Burlington home-furnishing store she opened with her 
daughter in January. Take a moment to reflect on Stratmann's work before it comes down this Sunday. 





centred 

students. ThroughApdl ISatChar 

acrylic paintings CHERYL DICK: B 

CASS NEIMETH *LAZAR: Cuerpo. | 


ED EPSTEIN: S 


GREEN MOUNTAIN WATERCOLOR EXHIBITION': 


INAUGURAL EXHIBITION Palntlr 
by Bnan Zelgler. Through April 21 


MARCIA COWLES BUSHNELL: Again 


MARTHA LOVING ORGAIN 1 


:t exploring Vermont's 


NANCY TAPLIN: ADstractpa 
29 at BlgTown Gallery In Roc 

PHILGODENSCHWAGER: IT 


s Through April 
ne Old Thing All 


SEEKING ARTISTS FOR 


CENTRAL VT SHOWS » 


ART'S AUVE JURIED 



S-EYE-NCE: A SCIENCE/VISUAL 
ARTS FUSION: Many vlsuds 
come out of scientific Inquiry. 


ing existing and emerging 
sciences and Fantastical takes 

July 7. Deadline: April ZOJnfo 

2012 FESTIVAL OFTHE ARTS 


2012. Info. Info Jhigliermind 

CREATIVE COMPETITION _0( 


pounded entry money). Limit 


CHAMPLAIN VALLEY 
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Licensed Healthcare Clinicians and Graduate Students } 

BASIC CLINICAL HYPNOSIS WORKSHOP ^ 

In Burlington April 13 -15th, 2012 (20 CEUs) 
Lecture/Demonstration - 8 hrs. - Practicing hypnotic skills j 

Please visit www.hypnovations.cora 

d J 


For registration and CEU information 

Amercian Society ol Clinical Hypnosis (ASCH) Approved 


VINTAGE INSPIRED 
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1 80 Flynn Ave Suite #2. Burlington, VT • 802.488.5766 
antiques • Curious goods • Art • Treasures 


First Friday Art Walk April 6th s 

Abstract and Industrial Landscapes by Sara Katz 


PICTURE THIS! f 


SEVEN DAYS ft 

re View 

Plan your visual art adventures with our 
new Friday email bulletin filled with: 

• art news, profiles and reviews 

• weekly picks for exhibits 

• receptions and events 


ART WORKS, WALKS O WORDS 


Subscribe today! 

sevendaysvt.com/review 
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Yu- Wen Yu Stepping into the Helen Day Art Center gallery in which Yu- 
Wen Yu’s mixed-media works are displayed feels a little like wanderinginto a scientist’s 
lab - or a composer's studio. In her show “Convergence," the Boston-based artist uses 
various data — die migration patterns of birds, the ocean tides, astronomical figures - 
as well as imagery from nature, such as photographs of water or sky, to create rhythmic, 
seductive visual patterns. Some pieces look like sheet music, others like the charts 
and graphs of a dedicated scientist. Viewed together, they hint at a kind of universal 
connectedness, a method to die apparent madness of die natural world. Through April 
15. Pictured; “Songbook 3." 
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Vermont j 

Affordable Blue Stone 


Jeffersonville Quarry 


4405 VT RTE. 15 Jeffersonville. VT 05464 


802.644 5014 • 802-355-7456 • http //www.jeffersonvillequarry com 


Jeffersonville Quarry is a locally owned and operated. 

fully permitted quarry in beautiful Jeffersonville Vermont We offer hand 
picked irregular stone that is both durable and weather resistant Our 
blue quartzite day based flat stone come in hues of blue, grey and 
green with silver sparkles of garnet throughout Easy to split and shape 
for both the homeowner or the professional landscaper This stone 
would be a breathtaking addition to any project you have planned if 
your desire Is to have the dramatic effect of using native Vermont stone 
A naturally "green" and environmentally friendly option 


Order by the pallet, tandem load 
or come pick your own for Just .10 cents per pound! 







champlain valley 

BONE STRUCTURES' Artwork informed by the 



Starr (through May 9); JOHN 6EERY: Adventure 

(th^rgh March 30 ) m w n Edgewater GaMerjnn 5 
Middlebury. lnfo.4S8-0098. 

INVISIBLE ODYSSEYS': Autobiographical 

Vermont. Includes tent in Spanish and English. 
Through April 28 at Vermont Folkllfe Center In 



'NIGHT VISION: DREAMS AND SELF-EXPRESSION' 


North ol Eden Archetypal Dreamwork. Through 



Through April 30 at Jackson Gallery, Town Hall 


SHARD VILLA AND ITS PEOPLE': An exhibit 
expl orlng the h istory of the Salisbury Vi ctorian-era 



northern 

ALL ABOARD: AN EXHIBITION OF TRAINS': 

THUGS THAT MOVr n pamungs and sculpture. 
The Legacy Collection': Work by 20 gallery artists. 

Jeffersonville. Info, 644-5100. ^ 



chip TROIANO: Photos of Bhutan and ofthe 


Through April 27 at Parker Pie Co. In West Glover. 
Infa 525-3366. 


CONNECTED TO VERMONT: Two- and three- 



Through 8 March 3 1 at Green * BlueGalleryln 
Hardwick. Info. 730- 5331 

DONNA UNDERWOOD OWENS: Vermont's Magical 
Animal Kingdom.' photographs. Through March 30 
at Townsend Gallery at Black Cap Coffee In Stowe. 

by the Stowe second grader with autism. Aprl I 
I through 30 at Townsend Gallery at Black Cap 
Coffee In Stowe. Info. 279-4239. 






movies 


Jeff, Who Lives at Home ★★ 


W ith their fourth film, Mark 
and Jay Duplass (Cyrus) 
achieve the seemingly impos- 
sible. Against all odds, they've 

the considerable talents of Jason Segel and 
Ed Helms, but never quite gets around to be- 
ing funny. 

Segel at first appears to play a variation 
on the character that helped establish his 
reputation in Knocked lip - a doofus slacker 
in a long-term relationship with his bong. 
But then things take a turn for the cosmic. 
Or, possibly, the clinical. 

Jeff is 3ft lives in the basement of his 
mother's (Susan Sarandon) home and has 
watched his copy of M. Night Shyamalan's 
Signs so many times he's become obsessed 
with die idea that everything in the universe 
is connected. He believes destiny has a grand 
plan for him and that it’s his duty to put ev- 
erything else aside and be constantly on the 
lookout for clues to the shape fate will take. 
Despite his drawing life lessons from Mel 

particularlyoriginal or entertaining creation, 
but a vaguely likable man-child. When he 


answers the phone one day and a voice asks 
to speak with Kevin, we aren't surprised that 
such a small thing launches him on an exis- 
tential quest (“What if there are no wrong 
numbers?”) We're just surprised that quest 
ultimately covers such familiar ground. 

While their principal character may have 
Signs on the brain, the fraternal filmmak- 
ers - who also wrote the script - give the 
impression of having watched 2008's Step 
Brothers a few too many times. Like the 
mother in that movie, Sarandon's Sharon is 
defined by two qualities: She’s looking for 
love and growing increasingly frustrated 
with the lack of ambition displayed by her 
resident Peter Pan. 

Like both of Step Brothers' middle-aged 
boys, Jeff is oblivious to the ridiculousness 
of his situation. He feels entided rather than 
grateful. When his mother calls from her cu- 

slat in a kitchen shutter as a birthday gift 
to her. he whines, “Mom. I'm kind of busy 

And, just as there was in Step Brothers, 
there is a more successful older sibling who 
happens to be a dick. Helms is squandered 



in the ill-conceived role of Pat, a paint sales- 
man who improbably purchases a Porsche 
with the money he and his wife (Judy Greer) 
saved for a house and then is mystified to 
learn that his marriage may be on the rocks. 

I don't mean to suggest the filmmakers 
have borrowed all the themes and ideas in 
Jeff Who Lives at Home from Step Broth- 
ers. They borrow from lots of other slacker 
movies, too. And I don't mean to suggest that 
their latest is absolutely entertainment free. 

As Jeff spends a day following the trail of 
Kevin-related signs, coincidences and clues 
from one end of his hometown to the other, 
certain aspects of his adventure made me 
smile. 1 don't believe 1 laughed once, but 1 
probably smiled Haifa dozen times - lor ex- 


frame into the front seat of the sports car. 
“You're a Sasquatch," marvels Helms. 

The final act is another matter. The tone 


ism without warning, as events take a turn 
for the supernatural that's certain to divide 
viewers. Some will find it inspirational. Oth- 
ers will reject it as shamelessly contrived. 
Count me with the latter. 

Segel turns in a finely calibrated perfor- 
mance, it's briefly interesting to watch Helms 
play slightly against type and Sarandon 
brings an aching quality to her underwritten 
role. One or two of the plots developments 


the end of the day, 1 have to say 1 found my- 
self wishing Jeff had just stayed home. ® 

RICK KISONAK 


REVIEWS 


The Hunger Games ★★★★ 



S ■ know what some of you are thinking. 
£ ■ The Hunger Games made eleventy bil- 

> M lion dollars last weekend (OK, $153 

£ for teens - with kissing! Why are adult crit- 
Si ics, with supposedly adult tastes, feeding the 

If you have read Suzanne Collins' novels, 

— all you need to know is that director Gary 

- cated in places, of course, and not as edgy as 
5 some might hope, but an effective visualiza- 
£ tion of an already cinematic book. Thanks 
“ to savvy casting and a smallish budget. The 

Hunger Games does not turn a dystopian 
coming-of-age story into a video game. It has 

> the slightly grubby, cobbled-together look of 
a a futuristic flick from the '70s, but that, along 
gj with the mod-on-the-cheap production de- 
ft sign and outre costumes, is part of its charm. 

Now, if all this is Greek to you, here are 
my five reasons why you shouldn't dismiss 
The Hunger Games as a Twilight franchise 

L Wacked-out premise. Collins asks 
[2 American teens to imagine themselves as 

> residents of a third-world-style backwa- 
z ter catering to a decadent metropolis that, 
8 from time to time, murders them for its 


amusement. Our heroine, Katniss Everdccn 
(Jennifer Lawrence), inhabits District 12 

Depression-era Appalachia. The “hunger" in 
the title isn’t metaphorical: Early in the film, 
she reacts to a hunk of bread as many of us 
would to a spanking-new iPad. With under- 
played details like that, the film does justice 
to Collins' dark imaginative exercise - giv- 
ing teens what they want (action, romance, 
fantasies of being Super Special), while forc- 
ing them to question the lifestyles they take 
for granted. 

2. Plot. While Twilight rotates around ro- 
mance, and Harry Potter is convoluted, the 
Hunger Games books have a simple, propul- 
sive setup: Each year, as an exercise of power 
and propaganda, the ruling Capitol holds the 
televised Hunger Games, where 24 kids cho- 
sen by lottery - two from each subject dis- 
trict - must fight till one is left alive. Katniss 
volunteers for the games to save her vounger 
sister (Willow Shields), knowingher death is 

3. Satire. While the book stays in Kat- 
niss' perspective, the film enhances the 
pop-culture parallels with scenes where 
we learn how tire games are manipulated 


behind the scenes. They're one part Roman 
gladiatorial combat and two parts live reality 
show, complete with a fatuous host (Stanley 
Tucci). instant replays and exit interviews. 
Coached by her cynical, alcoholic mentor 
(Woody Harrelson), Katniss learns that an 
underdog can prevail by giving the jaded au- 
dience something it craves - e.g. a doomed 
romance. When she starts getting chummier 
with her fellow contestant. Peeta (skillfully 
played by Josh Hutcherson), the tenderness 
is as much a tactic as anything else 

4, Casting. Anyone who saw Winter's 
Bone knows Lawrence already owns the role 
of a stoic backwoods girl providing for her 
family. Her moments of terror and defiance 
- when, for instance. Katniss realizes that 


the beaming TV interviewer fully expects 
her to die - give this film an emotional an- 

movie. Ross uses handheld camerawork to 
emphasize Katniss' confusion in the games, 
rather than serving up the slaughter as spec- 
tacle. While that impressionism allows the 
filmmakers to soften their subject - and nail 
down the PG-13 rating - it keeps the focus 
where it should be, on the characters 

Is The Hunger Games for teens? Sure. 
But it’s also the closest to a blockbuster flick 
about underclass revolution that you're ever 
likely to see. Take that as you will. © 

MARGOT HARRISON 
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"While Like Me: A Honky Dory Puppet Show’ 

Friday & Saturday, March 30 & 31 at 8 pm 

smotsotiw (comcast •* SEVEN DAYS 


Legendary Singer, Songwriter, and Multi-Instrumentalist 


Sunday, April 1 at 7 pm 
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Days you can be sure 
that employment 
advertisers are legit 
and local. If you can 
trust us on news and 
arts coverage, you 
can trust us on this. 

SEVEN DAYS 

Find a real, local job: 

7dvt.com/jobs 

and in the Classifieds 











Movies You Missed 31: The Myth of the 
American Sleepover 

Lots and lots of movies never (or only briefly) make It to Vermont theaters. Each week 
Margot Harrison reviews one that you can now catch on your home screen. 

the way teenagers actually do. which will not remind you of Protect X or American Pie. 

I n n Detroit suburb, in an unspecified 
era (no cellphones or internet no 
obvious 70s or '80s Bear), it’s the last 
day before school starts. All the lads 
are headed for parties or sleepovcrs 
or just trolling around in hopes of 
getting that cute guy/girl to notice 

Maggie (Claire Sloma. pictured on 
the left), a lowly freshman, ditches 
her all-girl sleepover to look for trouble. Claudia (Amanda Bauer) wants to make 
friends at her new school but finds herself making waves instead. Rob (Marlon 
Morton), a virgin, can't stop thinking about the blonde he saw at the supermarket 
Scott (Brett Jacobsen), a college student just dumped by his longtime girlfriend, 
tries to recapture his high school prime by seducing a pair of twins. 

All these plotlines weave their way through David Robert Mitchell's directorial 
debut which screened at Cannes and a bunch of other festivals. 





You've taken the 

Eat Local challenge. 

Next steps? 

Eal oil local plates, 
drink from local mugs, 
bake with local pans! 

H 

WE COMPLEMENT ANY CUISINE 

implement. 
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127 COLLEGE STREET, BURLINGTON 802 863 2221 
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Champlain Valley Exposition 
Route 15, Essex Junction, VT 
www.vthomeandgardenshow.com 
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' FREE WILL ASTROLOGY byrobbrezsny 


aval rating has dipped 
below 40 percent for the first time on record. 
My research suggests the new low is due in 
part to a disproportionate amount of dissatis- 
faction by those bomunderthesign of Taurus. 
Can you fix this please? If you're one of the dis- 
contented. please see if you can talk yourself 
into restoring some of yourfaith inthe Divine 
Wow. APRIL FOOL! The leal truth is. I encour- 
ageyou to be skeptical in regard to all authoh- 
ties experts and top dogs including God. Its 
an excellent time in your cycle to go rogue to 
scream. "I defy you, stars? Be a rabble-rousing. 


GEMINI (May 21- June 20): Photographer 
Darrin Harris Frisby doesn't think people 
should smile In photographs. He regards it as 
'superficial and misleading.' In the greatest 
portraits ever painted, he says, the subject's 
gaze is almost always neutral, "neither invit- 
ing nor forbidding." Old Rembrandt ever show 

Vermeer. Goya Titian. Sargent or Velasquez? 
Nope. Make that your guiding thought in the 
coming week, Gemini. Be a connoisseur of the 
poker face. APRIL FOOL! I lied. The truth is. 
in the coming week you will have more than 
ample reasons to be of good cheer. Youshould 
therefore express delight extravagantly. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Back in 183S. 
a newspaper known as the New York Sun 
resorted to an extreme measure In order to 
boost readership: It ran a story about how the 
renowned astronomer Sir John Herschel had 
perfected a telescope that allowed him to see 
life-forms on the moon, including unicorns, 
two-legged beavers that had harnessed fire 
and sexually liberated'manbats." If I’m reading 
the astrological omens correctly. Cancenan. 
you temporarily have license to try something 
almost equally as wild and experimental to 
*boost your readership.* APRIL FOOL! I lied 

unexpected curiosities like fire-using beavers 
Z and sexually liberated manbats. 

> LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In his documentary 

> film Prohibition. Ken Burns reports on the 
§ extreme popularity of alcohol in 19th-century 
S! America. He says that the typical person over 
SI 15 years of age drank 88 bottles of whiskey a 

year. In light of the current astrological omens. 


Leo. I suggest you increase your intake to that 
level and even beyond. APRIL FOOL! I lied. 
It’s not literal alcoholic spirits you should be 
ingesting In more abundance, but rather big 
Ideas thatopenyourmmd. inspirational sights 
and sounds that dissolve your inhibitions and 
intriguing people who expand your worldview. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A woman in 

by randy ghosts. "They have sex in my living 
room." Dianne Carlisle told a TV news reporter. 
"You can see the lady's high-heeled shoes." I 
suspect you may soon be dealing with a simi- 
lar problem. Virgo. So consider the possibility 
of hiring an X-rated exorcist. APRIL FOOL! The 






by spooks of any kind, let 
However, you would be si 
neutralize old karmathat might still be haunt- 
ing your love life or your sex life. Consider per- 
forming a do-it-yourself exorcism of your own 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22): In Karley 
Sclortino's NSFW blog Slutever.com. she an- 
nounces that "this blog is intended to trick 
strangers Into thinking my life Is more excit- 
ing than It actually is." I highly recommend 
you adopt that approach. Libra. Do whatever 
it takes -lying, deceiving exaggerating, brag- 
ging — to fool everyone into believing that you 
are a fascinating character who is in the midst 
of marvelous high-drama adventures APRIL 
FOOL! I wasn't totally sincere about what I Just 
sai d. The truth is, your life is likely to be a rous- 
ing adventure in the coming days. There'll be 
no need to pretend it is. and therefore no need 
to cajole ortrick others into thinking it is 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21): "Before you 
diagnose yourself with depression or low 
self-esteem.' said author William Gibson. "first 
makesure you are not in fact just surrounded 
by a-holes." This is a good time to check in 
with yourself. Scorpio, and see if Gibson's 
advice applies to you. Lately, the jackass quo- 
tient seems to have been rising in your vicin- 
ity. APRIL FOOL! I was half-joking. It's true that 
you should focus aggressively onreducing the 
influenceof jerksin your life. At the same time, 
you should also ask yourself rather point- 
edly how you could reduce your problems by 
changing something about yourself. 

CHECK OUT HOB BREZSNYS EXPANDED WEEKLY A 


ARIES 

(March 21-April 19): 

Afew months after America 
invaded Iraq in 2003, soldier 
Brian Wheeler wrote the follow- 
ing to help us imagine what it was 
like over there: “Go to the worst 
crime-infested place you can find. 
Go heavily armed, wearing a flak 
jacket and a Kevlar helmet Set up 
shop in a vacant lot Announce to 
the residents that you are there 
to help them, and in the loudest 
voice possible yell that every Crip 
and Blood within hearing dis- 
tance is a PANSY." As a character- 
building exercise. Aries, I highly 
recommend you try something 
like this yourself APRIL FOOL! I 
was just kidding. What I just said 
is not an accurate reading of the 
astrological omens. But this is: 
Get out of your comfort zone, yes, 
but with a smart gamble, not a 
crazy risk. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Do not 
under any circumstances put on a frog cos- 
tume. go to a shopping mall and ride around 
on a unicyde while reciting erotic poetry in 
jgh a megaphone. APRIL FOOL! 


d. That 


Personally, though. I would prefer it if you 
channeled your effervescent fertility in more 
highly constructive directions, like dreaming 
up new approaches to love that will have a 
very practical Impact on your romantic life. 

CAPRICORN Oec 22- Jan. 19): In F. Scott 
Fitzgeralds novel The Great Gatsby. Daisy 
Buchanan is stirred to the point of rapture by 
Jay Gatsby's silk shirts. "I’ve never seen such 
beautiful shirts before." she sobs, burying her 
face in one as she sits in his bedroom. I sin- 
cerely hope you will have an equivalent brush 

even physical health, you need direct contact 
with the sublime. APRIL FOOL! I half-lied. Its 
true that you would profoundly benefit from a 
brush with resplendence. But I can assure you 
that plain old material objects, no matter how 
lush and expensive, wont do the trick for you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Last 
December, a woman in Tulsa, Okla., made cre- 
ative use of a Walmart She gathered various 
ingredients from around the shelves, includ- 
ing lighter fluid lithium and drain cleaner, and 
set up a meth lab right there in theback of the 
store. She’s your role model for the coming 
week. Aquarius. APRIL FOOL! I lied, kind of. The 
woman I mentioned got arrested for illegal 
activity, which I don't advise you to do. But l do 
hope you will ascend to her levels of Ingenuity 
and audacity as you gather all the resources 
you need fora novel experiment. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A Filipino man 
named Herbert Chavez has had extensive 
plastic surgery done to make himself re- 
semble Superman. Consider making him your 
role model. Pisces. I hope he Inspires you to 
begin yourown quest to rework your body and 
soul in the image of your favorite celebrity or 
cartoon hero. APRIL FOOL! I lied. In fact you'd 
be wise to avoid compan ng yourself to anyone 
else or remolding yourself to be like anyone 
else. The best use of the current cosmic ten- 
dencies would be to brainstorm about what 
exactly your highest potentials are. and swear 
a blood oath to become that riper version of 
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= NEWS QUIRKS b^ROlano sweet = 


Curses, Foiled Again 

After Michele Grasso, 27, was convict- 
ed of drug dealing in 2008, he disap- 
peared and eluded Italian authorities 
until this February, when he posted 
photus on his Facebook page of him- 
self at London's Madame Tussaud’s 
wax museum posing with a model 
of Barack Obama and working as a 
waiter. Italian police contacted Brit- 
ish police, who arrested Grasso and 
returned him to Italy. (Italy’s ANSA 
news agency) 

Police arrested Eric Lee King, 21, on 
suspicion of stealinga television in 
Eagan, Minn, after he tried to conceal 
it in his pants. An officer spotted King 
leaving a business walking “straight- 
legged, shuffling his feet and not bend- 
ing his knees,” while trying to hold up 
his sagging pants. The officer called to 
King, who kept walking as if he didn’t 
hear, so the officer got out of his cruis- 
er and approached King. He noticed 
a 19-inch flat screen TV shoved down 
the man's pants, as well as a remote, a 
power cord and a bottle of brake fluid. 
(Minneapolis- St. Paul’s KSTP-TV) 

They Seldom Serve Who 
Stand and Watch 

English firefighters summoned to 
rescue Simon Burgess, 4L found the 
victim floating facedown in a three- 
foot-deep model boating lake in 
Gosport, Hampshire. They refused to 
enter the water because it was above 
their ankles. “The officers were trained 
to go into ankle- deep water, which is 
level one, so we waited for level-two 
officers, who can go into chest high," 
Tony Nicholls, a watch manager at 
Gosport fire station said. “One of the 
police officers told me he would like 
to go in die water, and I advised him 
in the strongest terms not to.” Nich- 
olls added that because the body had 
already been in the water for five or 10 
minutes when he arrived, “I made an 
assessment it was a body retrieval and 
not a rescue.” (Britain's Telegraph ) 

Misguided Tours 

Eight mondis after one of die dead- 
liest tornados in American history 
destroyed much of Joplin, Mo, and 
killed 161 people, the city's convention 
and visitors bureau discussed offering 
guided tours through die hardest- 
hit neighborhoods. Bureau director 
Patrick Tuttie insisted the appeal to 
sightseers was “not about busted-up 
neighborhoods or destroyed cars or 
body parts” but meant to promote 
Joplin’s recovery to outsiders. He 
explained die idea for die disaster tour 
came in response to a survey of people 
stopping at a Missouri welcome center 
along Interstate 44. When tornado vic- 
tims and odiers objected to the guided 
tours, the bureau setded for printing 
a map showing the tornado’s path so 


visitors could find devastated areas 
themselves. (Huffington Post) 

Tourists are flocking to Harlem’s black 
churches, not to hear the word of God 
but to take pictures of die church and 
service and listen to gospel music. Visi- 
tors, mostly white and from abroad, 
often outnumber die worshippers, 
many of whom object to die tourists' 
casual clothing, inappropriate picture 
taking and walking out during the 
sermon. But the churches make money 
from tour operators, whose business 
comes from people curious to experi- 
ence what they’ve seen on TV and in 
movies. “Our building is in need of 
repair," Paul Henderson, a member of 
Mother African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, explained. “We need 
assistance. They're helping to sustain 
us.” (Associated Press) 

Every Vote Counts 

While goingdoor to door campaigning 
for reelection in Latimer County, Ark, 
Sheriff Robbie Brooks said he recog- 
nized the smell of marijuana when 
homeowner Jerry Paulk, 65, “walked 
to die door holding a burning joint, 
clipped to the end of a set of hemo- 
stats." Brooks removed Paulk and two 
women from the home while depu- 
ties obtained a search warrant They 
found more marijuana and an indoor 
marijuana grow room. Brooks said that 
after his arrest, Paulk thanked him for 
treating him so well and promised to 
vote for him. (Fort Smidi’s KFSM-TV) 

Reasonable Explanation 

Investigators in Seminole County, Fla, 
charged Sara Barnes, 26, with starting 
a fire in the woods diat burned down 
“the Senator,” the world’s oldest pond 
cypress tree. After finding photos of 
the fire on her phone and computer, 
authorities said Barnes admitted start- 
ing the fire while doing drugs so she 
could see what she was doing. (Or- 
lando’s WESH-TV) 

Oops and Oopser 

When Rick Bonnell, a sports reporter 
for the Charlotte Obsen'er, wrote that a 
player was recovering from a “herni- 
ated disc,” a copy editor noted the 
paper’s style spelled the injury “disk" 
and changed the “c" to a “k." The copy 
editor also made a typo, however, 
changing the “s" to a “c." (Editor tt 
Publisher) 

Authorities in Hall County, Fla, locked 
down West Hall middle and high 
schools after a member of the commu- 
nity reported receiving a text message 
saying, "gunman be at west hall today.” 
Police investigators who tracked the 
phone number learned the sender was 
arranging a meeting, but an auto- 
correct feature of die sender’s phone 
had changed "gunna” to “gunman." 
(Gainesville Times) 
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...with special guests The Growlegg 

Saturday, Marchs 
@ Higher Ground 


All Ages Welcome 


Doors at 7pm / Show starts a'tt7:3jgpm// iamie Lee Thurston 9-1 1pm 
cic 


Tickets: $15 j 
On sale now at Higher Ground Box Office: 
- 1214 Williston Rd., South Burlington 

- (888) 512-SHOW 

- www.highergroundmusic.com 


Sponsored by: 

Oasis Day Spa, G. Stone Motors, Yandow Sales & Service, 
Moe's Southwest Grill & Bud Light 



PERSoNBlS 



For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 







CURJoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 

with profiles Including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you’ll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 

■TVIPOrTSIVX Noli 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 



COMPASSIONATE, HONEST. EASYGOING 



compassionate. dmri366 46 Ci 



WEN Mfay W5MEAI 





woods rather than the mall, a person 
Who likes culture and bonfires, hanging 



and I hate Dos Equls. ph!07 35. O 


OUTGOING. KINO. SINCERE 





CREATIVE BUSY LADY 

I would like to meet some new people to share creative projects 
With! ArtinVermont, 47, WOMEN SEEKING MEN, Q 

If you like me, you'd better like children, animals and 
being generous 





SIMILAR 



MENtttalEN 


is 

2 


MSrE RISQUE? 

TURN THE PAGE . 









PICKLED GINGER HUNGER MOUNTAIN 


isPb v 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


OH NO! SEASON'S ALMOST OVER! 





You: Man Mo: Woman. >910043 







BUY-CURIOUS? 


9 

If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


YOUR HEARTBEAT BRINGS ME BACK 

remember was the -Weezer" glasses 

directions only to be brought oack 

You make me happy. When: Friday. 
Ybu: Woman Me: Man. >910032 


SUNOAY MORNING CITY MARKET 







BIGLUGISPYSFIRST 



Interested In meeting? When: Thursday, 
online. You: Man. Me: Woman. >910026 


KATIE SKY BLUE FLEECE 

I ate night Wednesday. We need to 

Thursday, March IS, 2012. Where; 3 



CARPENTER ATTHEBARN 



BUKOWSKI 






'■S DANCE PARTY 



OBJECTIVELY 



Friday. March 16. 2012. Where: On 
You: Woman Me: Man. >910029 







My wife and I occasionally use her vibrator during 
foreplay. I know it’s fun for her, but I'm wondering 
if there are sex toys designed for couples? My wife 
has used her vibrator to tease me before, but I 
wouldn't say it's a mind-blowing experience. What 
could we use together? 


'DeflhCWi CowjMM 


Kudos to you for transforming your wife's vibrator 
from a solitary sex aid to a partners' paradise. 

Sadly enough, some men shy away from using sex 
toys, scared that their partners might find deeper 
satisfaction from an inanimate object. Boys, let me 
assure you, there are no lasting substitutes for the 
touch of a living, breathing human. 

The sex toy industry has come a long way in 
recent years. Along with a bevy of innovative toys 
for individuals, straight couples can now enjoy toys 
made specifically for intercourse. I recommend 
starting with either the Tiani by Lelo (lelo.com) or 
the We-Vibe by Standard Innovation Corporation 
(we-vibe.com). These flexible vibrators are designed 
to slide into the vagina at the same time as the 
penis, while also stimulating the clitoris — imagine 
a letter 'L' with the bottom part inserted into the 
vagina and the top part resting against the clitoris. 
(Or. better yet, just Google it for a visual.) Believe it 
or not, there's plenty of room in the vaginal canal 
for both the penis and the vibe, creating sensation 
overload for both the man and woman. These toys 
are also easy to clean and rechargeable (like your 
cellphone). The latest version of theTiani and We- 
Vibe boast multiple vibration settings and a remote 
control for hands-free bumpin' and grindin'. 

Above all else, remember that introducing new 
sex toys into the fold should be fun and easy. If you 
keep an open mind and sense of humor, you just 
might find life is sweeter with a vibrator built for two. 



Doub6e3toub fe, 


Need advice? 

Email meatmistress@sevendaysvt.com 
• own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvt.com /blogs 





Good Stuff 


Lingerie & Body Jewelry 
S_ • Lotions & Potions 
\ ’Hippy Gear 


All Smoking Products forTobacco Use Only. 

Positive ID Required. 1 8+ Only. 


• 420 Clothing, Posters 
& Novelty Gifts 
■ Adult Toys, Movies & Games 
’Tobacco Smoking Products 


ear 


Rutland: 

162 N. Main St. 

Derby, VT: 

4267 US Route 5 
St. Albans Super Store: 

192 Federal St. 524-6607 
Waterbury Resort Store: 

3595 Waterbury/Stowe Rd. 244 
Burlington Headquarters: 

21 Church St. 658-6520 
Newport, NH (Tax-Free): 

51 John Stark Hwy. (603)863-7004 


